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As I’m writing this our summer has ended, and abruptly with the weather.  But in a couple of days it will 

be back, because how could this summer ever end?   

 

Over the past few years the word has expanded that our Chapter is a great source for special interest cars 

that, combined with their owners, can entertain residents of care homes in Greater Victoria. In June 

there were eleven members with their cars who visited three care facilities.  Then in August we had an-

other request and five of those same eleven members were welcomed at a new facility on our visiting cir-

cuit. 

 

Of course, there are many activities outside of the usual Chapter events and we all have our favourites.  

There were a few of us at a public gathering in Saanichton and I was pleased to participate in the Brent-

wood Bay parade, along with Norrie Spencer.  Then there was a most pleasant neighborhood garden par-

ty where vintage, custom, rods and performance cars were featured.    

 

As most of you know we had a great Swap Meet on June 21 and to ensure that we learn from the past and 

improve for the future there was a review of the 2015 Swap Meet on July 25.  Now we move ahead for 

Swap Meet 2016, on Sunday June 26.  Please consider your volunteer activity and place your name early. 

 

Every year we have our elections at the November general meeting, so if you haven’t been there yet think 

about accepting a position on the Executive or as a committee chair.  The election is Tuesday, November 

3.  Your involvement will give you a lot of satisfaction and the Chapter a lot of help. 

 

A new season begins. 

 

Bill Bouchard 

Editor 
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The Priory—August 25, 2015 
This was the last invitation for the summer to visit care homes and we had never previously visited 

here.  The request was for a Tuesday afternoon and for us to show a few cars for the residents this par-

ticular afternoon.  It was a beautiful day and The Priory has a great setting. 

Left: Kurt Hansen brought his 1937 Packard convertible. Centre: Paul Taylor’s 1968 Cutlass convertible in the foreground 

with Bill Bouchard’s Packard in the middle. Right: Ted Trotter brought out his 1931 Model A Roadster on this fine day. 

Brent Morrison’s La Salle is at the distant end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group of Bill, Kurt, Ted, Brent and Paul, just after receiving flowers and a thank you card for our afternoon at The Priory. 
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 Red Carpet Tour 

Sea-Tac Horseless Carriage Club 
Article and pictures from Paul Taylor 

 

Victoria people and cars attending: David & Karen Hilder – 1966 Beaumont, Pete Seward & Linda Wood 

– 1938 Cadillac,  Harvey & Sue Sherman – 1966 Valiant, Jim Schoffstoll – 1927 Chevrolet,  Paul & Liz 

Taylor – 1968 Cutlass,  Gordie & Jane Thomas – 1967 Buick, Riviera. Other Islanders: Tom & Ann Tams, 

Duncan – 1939 Buick, Blaze & Monica Taylor, Campbell River – 1961 Plymouth Valiant. 

 

Most of us caught the 10:30 am Coho ferry on Thursday, July 9th.  We arrived in Port Angeles and cleared 

customs and gathered in a group.  The first order of business was lunch at the Oak Table Restaurant in 

Sequim.  You know what these tours are, right? Drive-and-eat!  Our arrival at the Red Lion Hotel in 

Olympia was perfectly timed – just in time to check into our rooms and head for the Hospitality Suite for 

Happy Hour.  Thursday’s schedule was completed with a buffet dinner and an opening mix and mingle 

game suited to the theme, “Washington Way Back Then”. 

 

A buffet breakfast in the hotel gave us an early start on Friday, leaving the hotel at 8:00 for a 50 mile 

drive on the back roads to the LeMay Marymount facility, and the LeMay’s private residence.  We spent 

most of the day here, including a boxed lunch in the gymnasium.  Harold LeMay had accumulated some 

3,500 cars before he died, and many of them are on display at Marymount and in the residence.  They are 

stacked three-high in one of the warehouses.  The cars are so close together that viewing and photog-

raphy is tricky.  That didn’t stop us from taking some 250 pictures though, while we were there!  Mrs. 

Nancy LeMay came by while we were having our lunch, just to say hi and to welcome us to the facility.  

The LeMays are in the garbage collection and disposal business, and some of the collectible items that 

people threw out ended up in this very extensive collection, which is by no means restricted to cars!  If 

you ever get a chance to visit Marymount, don’t pass up the opportunity.  The sheer size and scope of the 

place will amaze you.  Another 50 mile drive back to the hotel, and we were turned loose on the streets of 

Olympia for dinner.  A visit to the Hospitality Suite in the evening rounded out the day. 

 

A slower start on Saturday, we did not leave until 8:45, bound for the Washington State Capitol Building.  

You could see this building from our hotel, but we went on a 75 mile drive to get there.  We travelled the 

old Highway 99 south, through Tenino and through farm country to a comfort stop at a casino on the 

Chehalis Reservation.  Back into our cars and back to Olympia to the State Capitol building, where lunch 

was served in a room with a floor and walls made entirely of marble.  Following a buffet lunch, we were 

split into two group and lead by volunteer guides to the many rooms and chambers of the Washington 

State Legislature.  After the guided tour, we wandered around the grounds and took a few more photos.  

We arrived back at the Red Lion in time for, you guessed it, Happy Hour in the Hospitality Suite!  We 

had dinner at the hotel, followed by the night’s program:  a presentation by a group of Sweet Adelines; 

then a few awards were presented.  Harvey “won” the Hard Luck trophy, not by a mechanical breakdown 

but for a moment’s inattention that saw the Valiant come too close to a pole with a stop sign on top.  This 

caused minor damage, which has been all patched up by now! 

 

The last official function of the Tour is the Sunday morning breakfast, and the presentation of the annual 

“Road Kill Report”.  HCCA member Nancy Smith initiated this most interesting tradition at the 2007 

Tour when we passed a dead skunk in the middle of the road just outside of Harrison Lake.   Here is 
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Nancy, wearing the “official” Road Kill cap that was presented to her many years ago by Pete & Terry 

Seward. 

The site of the 2016 tour was announced at the end of this tour.  Liz and I 

together with Tom & Ann Tams have volunteered to organize the 2016 

Red Carpet Tour and plans are under way to tour the Duncan and Cowi-

chan Valley area next July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fine looking group representing themselves and the Victoria Chapter at the Red Carpet Tour. Top right—Nancy and her 

Road Kill cap.  Bottom right (anonymous donor)—Duct tape at the ready for emergency use. 

 

Sunday August 16 run—Anniversary gathering 
I did hear that there was a great Sunday drive on August 16 and a delicious gathering at the end of the 

run. The participation included 20 vintage vehicles and 5 modern, with 41 people.  Norrie and Rose Spen-

cer hosted the gathering at their farm property, honoring their 50th wedding anniversary.  Congratula-

tions Norrie and Rose.  Thank you for treating the group at your Rosemeade Farms.  I’m sorry to have 

missed this special run and event. 

Pictures: Left from Rosemeade website, Centre from Liz Taylor, Right from Richard Maki. 
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 Manifold cooking run—Sunday July 19 
 

For our Sunday July 19 run there was encouragement to try our luck at manifold cooking and for a few 

of us the fun was in the heating and the eating.  The day was a hot one, really hot that I noticed.  How 

hot was it? It was so hot that there could have been a cooking temperature on the hood of the car, never 

mind the manifold.   

 

The attempt at manifold cooking was a first for me and it will take another attempt before learning the 

full meal deal.  It could have been that in completing a quadruple wrap of tin foil and then a wire pock-

et to properly secure the package to the manifold I had insulated the food rather than prepared it for 

cooking.  In fact if I had not completely barbecued the large sausages in the morning at home I would 

have been required to drive to Ontario and back before those beasties were anywhere near cooked! But 

then maybe I have a cool exhaust manifold! 

 

The run as designed by the Vinettes should have given us a reasonable opportunity to build a good ap-

petite for the picnic that followed at Fisher Farm.  The drive took one hour and forty minutes, over the 

63 kilometres to and through the western communities.   Fisher Farm was a welcome oasis as the drive 

was a hot one, unless you were in the Caddy with air.   

 

Shortly after our arrival the picnic tables were quickly moved to the shade. Food and drinks were en-

thusiastically arranged and quickly consumed. The quicker, the better for me because the bees were at-

tracted to the attractive sausage odor and the evaporation of my red wine.   We were all treated to cook-

ies and ice cream bars before settling into the truly relaxed mood.  A little chatter, an escorted tour of 

the historic Fisher home for some and then the scattered departures for home 

 

This was a fun drive and a great afternoon.  Thank you to the Vinettes for the tour. Thanks also to Tom 

Fisher, Mark and Susan Fisher for the hospitality.  

 

Don’t look for us on Diners, Drive-ins and Dives.  
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ICE CREAM RUN JULY 7 
This was our 16th annual ice cream run, a summer tradition to be sure. At least it is sure to be-

come a tradition as who can discount free ice cream on a hot summer evening?  

 

The sprinkles on top of this run are the creativity and leadership of  Paul and Liz in bringing us 

together for the run and of course our destination for the gathering.  Again this year Jane ar-

ranged for the ice cream and the other goodies.  Our comfort station was the property of Harvey 

and Sue where they had arranged the beverages and the shade from large trees allowed for a 

comfortable gathering. 

 

The run was shorter for this event, at 14 miles over 40 minutes. The shorter run allowed for ad-

ditional socializing and consumption of the ice cream. The statistics, as provided by our run co-

ordinator Heinz confirmed that we had 16 vintage and 5 modern vehicles, with 39 people.  Alt-

hough distance and time were minimal for a car run, the actual territory covered was impres-

sive.  Starting from just east of town we were quickly into Fairfield, to upper Lansdowne and up 

Mt. Tolmie, touching on Gordon Head, skirting Cordova Bay, Royal Oak and then to the ice 

cream destination at Sherman's home.   

 

Fun stuff and FULL FILLING.     
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Berwick House—Saturday August 29 
There were great plans for Saturday Au-

gust 29 at Berwick House on Shelbourne 

Rd, plans that were to bring the community 

to visit Berwick House to enjoy our vintage 

cars.  As well, arrangements were made for 

live entertainment, grilling on the barbe-

cue, a promotion for The Mustard Seed and 

other social activities. The plans were great 

and it had all come together but then the 

change to weather kicked in.  The forecast 

was for the weather to be extremely negative so three days ahead of the event the Berwick House or-

ganizers had to cancel. Thanks to the Victoria Chapter members who were able and had volunteered to 

bring out their cars for this afternoon—Kurt Hansen, Dave & Karen Hilder, Brent Morrison, Don & 

Dolores Stevens, Reg Potts, Heinz Mueller, Murray Firth, Bill Nicholson, Ted Trotter, Gordie & Jane 

Thomas, Bill Bouchard. 

 

Robert Lawrence Memorial Award 
Members attending the October meeting will have the opportunity to vote 

for a recipient of the Robert Lawrence Memorial Award. 

The annual voting and presentation of this award recognizes the commit-

ment and contribution of a member or members integral to the ongoing 

success of our Chapter. 

THE ROBERT LAWRENCE MEMORIAL AWARD is named after a Char-

ter Member of our Victoria Chapter, who was a very active member and a 

true fan of the old car hobby.  Robert Lawrence presented many interesting 

and thoroughly researched slide shows at Chapter meetings.  He was an 

avid tour supporter, served as an executive member, Chapter correspond-

ent and brought his humour to meetings and events.  

 

Elections coming: 
Tuesday November 3 is our election night, just two weeks after the federal election and all of its hype. 

For our Chapter election we minimize the hype and rely on scare tactics.  Not true, we look for the ab-

solute simple and effective volunteerism.  Come to the meeting and get involved, if even for encourag-

ing others.  

 

St. Luke’s Anniversary weekend: 
St. Luke’s is holding a 155th Homecoming Anniversary weekend and is looking for some of our mem-

bers with their vehicles for Saturday September 19.  It’s a family fun day from 10 am—130 pm so if you 

can assist and are ready for fun contact Brent Morrison.    
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        CORN   

  ROAST   Sunday Sept.  13 

   2015 

                  No Sunday run in September 

             _____________________________________________ 

Annual Awards and Christmas Banquet        
Sunday November 29,  Victoria Golf Course, reception at 12:30, buffet at 1 pm.  
Tickets are $30 each and go on sale starting with our October meeting. 
 
          ____________________________________________ 
 

Happenings 
 
October General Meeting—Tuesday October 6,  730 pm at St. Luke’s.   

Membership voting for Robert Lawrence Memorial Award.  Special speaker and collector Bruce 
Campbell 
 

November General Meeting & Elections— Tuesday November 3, 730 pm  

 

December General Meeting—Member Appreciation. Tuesday December 1,  730 pm 

 
 

October Sunday run—Sunday October 18, 1 pm meet and 130 pm departure.  

Sponsored by Reg Potts and Bill Nicolson 
 

November Sunday run—Sunday November 15, same times, same West Burnside meeting place. 

Sponsored by Richard Johnson 
 

No Sunday runs for September and December 


