
   

 

Picture above displays the happy faces following dinner in Lake Cowichan, a photo of those (without Don and Dolores 

who were visiting friends and Liz who took the picture) who stayed at the Lake overnight during the Circle Tour. 

 

And below is the full contingent of participants on the Taylor’s Oregon Coaster. All eight members on this tour were 

at the Mt. St. Helen’s observatory.  

                                                                                                                                     Articles inside.  
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Pacific Marine Circle Route 
 

As our tour co-coordinator, Heinz brought the plan forward a few months ago that we could enjoy the 

Pacific Marine Circle Route as a day run. And it grew from there.  To plan this scenic journey Heinz 

and Paul took a trial drive about a month before the scheduled August 17 trip.  This planning journey 

confirmed that the scenic route was very suitable as a day run for vintage cars and that there was 

plenty of interesting places to see and visit.  

 

The journey is simple, just drive from Victoria through Sooke to Port Renfrew and then head east in-

land to Lake Cowichan, Duncan and then south to home. With appropriate stops for a stretch and for 

food, the drive would be very comfortable for members and their vehicles. The date was set and mem-

bers were notified. 

 

At the earliest stage in talking about this trip Harvey Sherman said 

that an overnight at Lake Cowichan would be in his itinerary. This 

idea grew over the weeks before the outing to the point that 14 peo-

ple booked and stayed in Lake Cowichan.  

 

The day started with 39 participants meeting for breakfast at Jas-

mine's on the island highway across from the rec centre in Colwood.  

Following all of us biting into breakfast there was the drive to Sooke, 

and quickly through, as we continued toward a rest stop at French 

Beach.  The weather was fantastic and the approximate 45 minute 

stop was totally enjoyable.   

 

Off we then head toward Port Renfrew with the blink through Jor-

dan River and to our lunch destination of the large sundeck at the 

Port Renfrew Hotel.  The menu informed us about great meals and 

from personal experience, and looking around at others, the food was 

delicious. 
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After lunch and a stroll on the hotel dock we were off to a next stop at Lake Cowichan.  The scenery is 

stunning but no stopping was planned on this part of the trip.  On arriving at Lake Cowichan it was very 

noticeable that some of our group had stopped at the A&W for a light refreshment (we were told), while 

others were across the street at the information centre and story boards.  It was at this point that some 

of our group continued toward Duncan and then Victoria with a dinner stop on the books.  The 14 people 

staying in Lake Cowichan went to the hotel for check-in and an improvised happy hour before honouring 

their table reservation at Jake's at the Lake.    Another meal!! 

 

Next morning the Lake Cowichan team had breakfast at the Shaker Mill restaurant. Then we crossed 

the road to the Kaatza Station Museum to view artifacts that covered local history, with the expected 

heavy emphasis on local logging.  This museum is housed in a 1913 E&N Railway station and the dis-

plays are very well presented.   

 

Our group then split again, with some heading to Duncan and then home.  That left three vehicles and 

six people to take the slower old highway to Duncan, then back roads to Chemainus, for ice cream cones 

of course.  Then we were on secondary roads with Paul leading, Harvey following and my non-convertible 

behind the four brimmed hats that were prominent in 

the convertibles. We were off to the Brentwood Bay 

ferry and the other four travellers crossed the high-

way with Shawnigan Lake in mind.    

 

This was the perfect opportunity for our members. 

Great social interaction, with scenic and comfortable 

summer driving.  Thanks Heinz for the concept, 

thanks Harvey for the overnight plan, thanks Paul for 

the extended driving route. 
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Island Challenge – Hosted by Victoria Chapter 
 

This was the 15th annual Island Challenge and our Victoria Chapter had the responsibility of organiz-

ing and  hosting the weekend event for September 5,6,7, 2014.  The Island Challenge, successor to the 

Malahat Challenge that started in 1975, is open to pre-1928 vehicles. (Newer vehicles allowed for host 

Chapter members). 

 

The co-chairs for this Island Challenge were Pat Meehan and Paul Taylor. Liz Taylor handled registra-

tion, Paul and Pat Meehan arranged tours, hotel details Bob Tuttle and Pat.  

 

On Friday afternoon the early bird arrivals had the opportunity to tour out the Peninsula and visit Vi-

king Air for a guided visit.  This was a very interesting afternoon, with the full tour of Viking's produc-

tion plant plus getting up close and personal with completed aircraft outside one of the hangers.   

 

Friday night was meet and greet at the HoJo, providing a great opportunity to mingle, to refresh  and 

of course to pick up all registration material from Jane, including the special license plate for this tour. 

 

Saturday was the big tour day and early morning all participants drove off on a route that would take 

them to Pearson College of the Pacific for a greeting from David Hawley, Director of the College since 

2006. Following the greeting and briefing of the facilities there was a tour and then our guests enjoyed 

lunch.  The drive back to Victoria brought the tour to Dr. Jim Colwill's house and the special opportuni-

ty to view his over 700 collector mascots.  

 

Saturday evening was the closing dinner, a very  interesting audio visual of Dr. Colwill's collection and 

then a brief show that was put together using pictures that were taken over the Friday and Saturday. 

This slide show was completed following our corn roast on Sunday and the show will be mailed to all 

registered guests of this tour. 

 

There was a nice turnout of Island Challenge people to our Corn Roast and this closed off the weekend 

event.  Next year it's the Nanaimo Chapter that will put together the annual Island Challenge.  

  

 
.  
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Corn Roast 2014 
This was the perfect day for our annual corn roast, with the su-

preme summer weather complimenting this annual outing for 

our Chapter members and guests.  Our corn roast is the icing 

on the cake for us because it brings together members, their 

families, guests and a few vintage vehicles.   

 

The grounds at Heritage Acres are at their finest on a Septem-

ber 7 and the plump corn-on-the-cob was professionally pre-

pared by our corn roast organizer Dave Wallace and his help-

ers.  The corn would go to Dave Hopkins of Heritage Acres for 

the perfect steam cooking.  The wieners were being readied by 

Jane Thomas and Linda Wood, the same team who did the 

grilling.   Karen kept the cafeteria line efficiently flowing and 

members enjoyed the outcome. 

 

Participants in the Annual Island Challenge, hosted this year 

by our Chapter, were invited to the corn roast and many of 

them attended.  With their pre-28 vehicles on display these 

guests from other Island Chapters looked to be enjoying them-

selves.  It was great having them with us at the corn roast.   

 

I have great memories of the corn roast as this was my first 

contact with the Victoria Chapter.  In 1997 Bonner Neeve and 

Len McIlwrick told me in August that I should make contact 

with the club by attending the corn roast that was to be held 

the next month.  So I went, paid the $3 (everybody paid then) 

for my two hot dogs, two corn, ice cream and drink.  I figured 

this was an excellent deal so the next month it was member-

ship!  The corn roast is a better deal now, thanks to the profit 

from our Swap Meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictures - Starting at top right, skinning the wieners without looking! Linda and Jane 

prepping, Kurt Hansen watching and Dave Wallace scrubbing the grill. Karen checking the 

floor. And above, we have a few guys enjoying the shade after lunch.  
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American Classic Tires: Our New Learning Experience 
Article - Jamie Cox 

Older classic cars, such as our 1963 Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible, typically came equipped from the 

factory with 4 ply nylon tires. The standard size was 8.50 X 14 and the optional tire was a 9.00 X 14, 

each with a 1 inch whitewall. Most contemporary collectors who drive their cars frequently, opt to use 

radial tires for improved handling, safety and durability to meet the demands of higher speeds and ex-

tended interstate travel. 

We did just that 3 years ago, buying 5 new Coker tires and installing 4 of them to replace an aging set of 

radials. Our previous radials were not the correct size or whitewall width. On several long distance road 

trips, we began to experience slight wheel vibrations. After front end bushing work was done and four 

new shocks were installed it handled much better, but still not perfect. This was however, the 1st refit 

after 50 years. 

We continued to experience a vibration in our steering wheel at 40 to 50 mph but it subsided between 50 

to 70 mph…our normal freeway speeds. The tires were rebalanced and rotated but the situation contin-

ued and even more so with the front fenders now vibrating at key driving speeds. Two local garages 

checked out the tires for “out-of-round’’ and gave us a clean bill of health! 

The owner of a 3rd garage test drove the car and suggested that we have a belt separation in 1 or more of 

the tires. Following his diagnosis, we contacted our tire supplier, Collectors Auto Supply in Peachland, 

B.C.  Jim then informed Coker Tire in Tennessee about the problem since we suggested that all 4 tires 

should be replaced. 

The next day I received a phone call from Eric at Coker Tire suggesting that we find a shop equipped 

with a Hunter Road Force Balance Machine, Model GSP 9700. 

This type of analysis would give us the most accurate picture of any tire defects or imbalance character-

istics. We were to look for Load Force values of < 36 lbs. and Lateral / Radial run-out values of < 0.035”. 

This is a computer based machine that does analysis on each tire and rim and tells you how best to 

mount the tire to the rim, how to balance it and what the Load Force values are per the tire and per the 

assembled combination. It also graphs out all of the readings as a visual display. 

We set up an appointment at Victoria Front End & Frame Ltd.   The first tire tested was the right front.  

We got a Load Force reading of 67 lbs. for the assembly and 38 lbs. for the tire itself. Clearly out of spec! 

The technician stated that the tire “hopped” during the test and he could tell immediately that there was 

a problem. The lateral rim run-out was 0.002” to 0.034” and the radial rim run-out was 0.032” to 

0.034”…again, not ideal. The technician  rebalanced the tire as per the diagnosis of the machine. He then 

moved on to test the other 3 tires from the car. The remaining 3 tires exhibited Load Force ratings be-

tween 15 and 26 lbs. on the assemblies and from 12 to 29 lbs. on the tire. All were within the Coker 

guidelines. We also tested the “still new” spare which showed a tire value of 31 lbs. and an assembly val-

ue of 44 lbs. (tire & rim). Clearly, for a new tire, it was on the edge, in my opinion. From this infor-

mation, we stowed the one out-of-spec tire in the trunk and mounted the new spare at the right rear 

spot. After paying the bill of $275, we drove the 25 km  home in what felt like a brand new car. There 

was no more steering wheel vibration or fender hopping at any speeds. We wrote up an email document-

ing all of the test data and sent it off to Coker Tire and Collectors Auto Supply. 

  

                                                                                                                               (continued next page) 
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Continued from previous page: 

The next day we called Eric to discuss the findings and also spoke to Jim at Collectors Auto Supply to say 

we wanted to purchase 2 new tires. Eric clearly stated that one tire was a warranty issue and they  would 

deal with it once we returned it to Collectors Auto Supply. Since we planned to attend the VintageCar Club 

May tour  at Revelstoke,  Jim agreed he would meet us there and collect the defective tire. Also, we recent-

ly received the 2 new tires, had them tested, balanced and mounted on the car. We’ll keep the old spare tire 

in our garage for any future emergency use that may arise. Both Coker Tire and Collectors Auto Supply 

acted above and beyond expectations in their excellent support and service to solve this puzzle…and in 

keeping our costs within reason. 

All said and done, this has been a beneficial learning experience for us. We now have our car back on the 

road, safe, smooth and in top driving condition again…with no vibrations. 

                                                                  ———————— 

More pictures from Island Challenge 

 Clockwise from top left—Lynn Nash and Paul Taylor, James Kitchener and Dave Proctor, the early birds at Viking 

Air and 1910 Reo belonging to Dave Proctor.  
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The Oregon Coasters – A travel story 
 

The idea for an Oregon Coast trip in September came from Don and Dolores, who took it to Paul and 

the plan was brought forward to members.  The plan was to drive modern and to take a leisurely 12 

days enjoying the Oregon coast. The trip departed Victoria two days after our corn roast.  The following 

article comes from Paul’s notes.   

 

Quantity was limited but quality was limitless as the group included Harvey & Sue Sherman, Don & 

Dolores Stevens, Paul & Liz Taylor, Gordie & Jane Thomas. 

 

Tuesday September 9 was the start date with the 1030 ferry from Victoria to Port Angeles getting the 

group of four couples and four vehicles to their new experiences.  The drive was from Port Angeles to 

Centralia on 101 to Olympia and then to Centralia on highway 507 through Tenino. Interstate 5 was 

crossed but not driven.   

 

The tour on day two took in Hoffstadt Bluffs visitor centre and the Johnston Ridge Observatory at Mt. 

St. Helen’s, where the picture on page 1 was taken. Distance for the drive today was 145 miles, close to 

that of yesterday. The drive took the group along the Jackson Highway from Centralia, through Toledo 

and the Spirit Lake Highway to the top of Mt. St. Helen’s. After their lunch the group (calling them 

Coaster’s) travelled through interesting towns, crossed the Columbia River and then to Astoria. For 

dinner there was the first mention of clam chowder. 

 

Day three was 9/11 and there were the numerous 

flags all at half-mast.  The day started by taking the 

short walk to see the noisy sea lions that were sere-

nading all night as our Coasters attempted to sleep. 

There was another mention of clam chowder, this 

time at lunch. A relaxing ride on the Astoria Trolley 

came before 165 steps (taken by Paul and Liz) up to 

the lookout for photos of the Megler Bridge and the 

Astoria area. This was a short driving day of 30 miles 

but lots of activity before settling in at Seaside Ore-

gon. Dinner was at Doogers Seafood and Grill (love 

the name) and after dinner there was the reportedly 

romantic walk on the beach in the dark.  No guaran-

tee on the romantic part!! 

 

Day four opened with a walk on the beach, this time 

in sunshine. After a short drive there was a stop at 

Ecola State Park, for great views of the coast.  And 

there it was again, clam chowder on the menu for 

lunch.  This was a light day with one of the highlights 

being an afternoon snooze! It seemed to be the wel-

coming coupon for a complimentary glass of wine that 

got the group to the restaurant at their accommoda-

tion, the Shiloh Inn. (Works every time!) This was an-

other limited driving day of only 50 miles. 

 
 Continued next page     The pictures are of two groups waiting for lunch  
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The tour on day five took in the impressive Tillamook Air Museum.  The building is an old blimp hangar 

and is built entirely of wood. It was clam chowder for lunch and then a 90 minute steam train ride from 

Garibaldi to Rockaway Beach and back. At Rockaway Beach there is the compulsory ice cream stop! 

Happy hour today was on the lawn at the motel. That progressed to a Frisbee throw until the tree ate 

the Frisbee. (It also devoured one of Paul’s shoes that he had thrown to dislodge the Frisbee).  This was 

a shorter drive day of 25 miles, ending back at the Shiloh Inn for dinner and overnight.  

 

A big WOW for day six with a visit to the Evergreen Aviation and Space Museum at McMinnville. The 

drive today was on highways 101, 22 and 18, then back to the coast on highway 18 and 101 with a stop 

in Lincoln City.  The 115 miles today was very comfortable.  The hotel tonight was Comfort Inn and 

Suites in Lincoln City. Happy hour was at Harvey & Sue’s suite and dinner was at Lee’s Chinese Res-

taurant. There was another try at a walk on the beach, in the dark. 

 

Day seven and fog was experienced on the drive down to Newport. There was fantastic sightseeing on 

the drive through Yaquina Bay State Park.  Lunch stop featured clam chowder as the specialty! Dinner 

tonight was at Kyllo’s Seafood and Grille with fish and chips highlighted on the menu along with the 

clam chowder.  The drive today was a short 50 miles to Newport and back to Lincoln City. 

 

On day eight driving was limited to 40 miles but the interest was there at a glass blowing shop, South 

Beach State Park, the Pig ‘n Pancake for lunch and the cottages of the Inn at Otter Crest for overnight. 

Picture the stunning sun set dipping to the ocean during a happy hour at the Don and Dolores cottage.  

 

No driving today on day nine but the activity level was high.  

The group walked to the Devil’s Punchbowl and then a winery 

tour at the Flying Dutchman Winery.  The wine that was pur-

chased could compliment the clam chowder that was bought to 

take to the  cottages for lunch.  After a relaxing afternoon that 

included the compulsory walk on the beach, there followed the 

happy hour at Harvey and Sue’s. Then it was dinner at Otter 

Crest Restaurant, a restaurant that featured a great menu and 

stunning ocean views from the cliff above the beach. 

 

This was the third highest drive day, at 140 miles.  For day ten the trip north touched on Lincoln City, 

Tillamook, Seaside and Astoria.  After crossing the Astoria-Megler Bridge at the mouth of the Columbia 

River the destination for the night was Long Beach Washington. 

 

At 195 miles day eleven was the high mileage day for the Oregon Coasters.  Homeward bound, but there 

was lots of time for that walk on the beach, poking around antique shops and visiting a museum in 

downtown Long Beach.  The drive north continued with a visit to Lake Quinault Lodge and on highway 

101 going through Raymond, Aberdeen, Hoquiam, Humptulips and Quinault to Forks. Overnight was at 

the Forks Motel, happy hour was at the Taylor’s room and dinner at The In Place. 

 

Saturday September 20th was day twelve and touring was through Rialto Beach, a wild, windy, west 

coast experience with big rollers crashing on the shore. Lunch was at the historic Lake Crescent Lodge 

and after lunch there was the mandatory top-up of gas tanks with the lower than home prices and then 

to the ferry terminal.  The ferry arrived in Victoria Harbour and we were home early evening 

 

This was a very successful tour and of note the Buoy Brew Pub in Astoria served the best chowder.  

Weather was very good for the most part and the twelve touring days together strengthened friendships. 

Mileage totalled less than 1,000. Now what about next year? 
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Happenings 
Tuesday October 7 Meeting – Guest speaker and Robert Lawrence voting 
 

We are welcoming Dr. Patricia Roy to our meeting on Tuesday October 7. She will have a very enjoyable 

and topical subject for her presentation: Cartoonists at Sea, Some views of BC Ferries and their predeces-

sors. 

Also at this meeting we will be voting by secret ballot for the Robert Lawrence Memorial Award. The 

award is presented at our Awards Banquet each year to a Most Valuable Member(s). 

 
Tuesday November 4 Meeting – Elections 
 

Our November meeting is very important to our Chapter as this is our Elections Meeting when Executive 

and Committee positions are selected by members. Leading up to this meeting Jane Thomas and Jim Mor-

gan will be requesting membership participation in the structure of our Chapter and in this regard you 

could get contacted by them to offer your name for election or selection. Jane and Jim will be looking to fill 

all positions with the exception of our Governor who is on a two year term. Please support your Chapter. 

 

Tuesday December 2 Meeting – Big time refreshments 
 

I'm not sure why the December meeting is extra popular but it could have something to do with the sand-

wiches, pastries and beverages that are intended to compliment this Membership Appreciation Meeting. 

All of the goodies are compliments of our income from the annual Swap Meet. See you for a meeting and 

sandwich on Tuesday December 2, only a few days after our Awards Banquet on Sunday November 30. 

 

Sunday tours 
Sunday October 19 — Same time, same place with a Ghostly Tour planned by Vinettes. 

 

Sunday November 16—Same time, same place with a run planned by Richard Johnson. 

 

Sunday December 14—Our regular monthly run not yet sponsored by a member. 

 

Awards and Christmas Banquet, Sunday November 30.  

 
Tickets for our annual banquet are available from Jane Thomas.  Tickets are $30 each. 

We are again at the Royal Victoria Golf Course, due to the popularity of last year.  The re-

ception starts at 1230 pm and our meal will commence at 1 pm.  Following the meal there 

will be the awards and another opportunity to socialize.  The venue will be festive in deco-

ration and our appearance will be complimentary to the festivities. 

 

 

Rita Green asked for this to be in the newsletter: George Moir—Antique Auto Parts Ltd., 

Dwayne Sikkema, #1 Boulder Boulevard, Stony Plain Alberta T7Z 1V6, 780-963-7334, Fax 

780-963-6187, georgemoir@telus.net  Canada’s largest stock of Model T,A Early V-8 & 1948-

56 Ford pickup parts.   


