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I hope that you have been able to get your old cars out of the garage in this sunni-

est September that we have had for many years!   Don’t forget that the October 

meeting includes voting for the Robert Lawrence Memorial Award for the “Most 

Valuable Member”.  Please put some thought into the person, couple or group who 

most deserves this honour.  The trophy will be present at the October meeting for 

you to see, and the award will be presented at the annual Awards Banquet on Sun-

day December 2.  Tickets for the banquet go on sale at the October meeting as well.  

The price of $30 per person includes an evening dinner and entertainment. 

 

The November meeting will feature our annual elections, with all positions on the 

Executive being available for anyone who is interested in running. Also please con-

sider coming forward to head up any one of the numerous committee positions. If 

you are interested or if you would like to have any information about what each po-

sition does, please feel free to ask me or either of the members of the Nominating 

Committee, Jim Morgan and Jane Thomas.  You may get a call from the Commit-

tee, please give participation in our Chapter some consideration.    

 

Also at the November meeting, membership renewal forms will be available.  Your 

membership should be renewed before the end of February 2013 in order for your 

name to appear in the National Roster.  Combined National and Local dues remain 

$50 per year. 

 

See you at the next meeting or Sunday Run, 

 

Paul Taylor  

Chapter President 

 

President’s Message 
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The Rockland Stroll - Helen Edwards 
 

 

September 8th was a special day for the Rockland neighbourhood. In conjunction 

with the Victoria 150 celebration, the Rockland Neighbourhood Association held 

The Rockland Stroll. This event, designed to showcase the highlights of the area, 

was the result of almost nine months of planning by a volunteer committee. Thank-

fully, the weather cooperated and skies were blue with unlimited sunlight. 

 

Activities were centered on four cultural nodes – Government House, Langham 

Court Theatre, the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, and Craigdarroch Castle. 

The day began with the raising of the totem pole Hosaqami at Government House. 

The pole was carved by Chief Tony Hunt and was a replica of the original 

Hosaqami carved by Chief Mungo Martin. 

 

The remainder of the activities began at noon. The Langham Court Theatre offered 

backstage tours, silent movies and a fashion hour: Fashions from 1852 to 2012. The 

Art Gallery of Greater Victoria featured a book signing of The Spencer Mansion: A 

House, A Home, and an Art Gallery and a public tour of the exhibition: Silk Splen-

dour. 

 

The highlight of the activities for some folks was the display of vintage automobiles 

along Manor Road that was closed off specifically for the day. Young and old alike 

wondered at the magnificent cars on display. The Rockland Neighbourhood Asso-

ciation offers it sincere thanks to all members of the Vintage Car Club of Canada, 

Victoria Chapter who helped to make The Rockland Stroll a great success. 

 

. 
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The final site was Craigdarroch Castle. Here, children could play croquet on the 

lawn, toss beanbags, and frolic in a bouncy castle. Also on the grounds was a his-

torical display by the Hallmark Heritage Society where guests could also pick up 

copies of the self-guided walking tours of the Rockland neighbourhood. Visitors 

were entertained by a professional jazz ensemble that had them up dancing and 

singing along. The day concluded with a draw for prizes donated by sponsors and 

the singing of “Happy Birthday” followed by the distribution of cupcakes. After all, 

no birthday is complete without cake. There were smiles on all the faces – a fitting 

end to a wonderful day. 

 

This was the first time that the Rockland Neighbourhood Association had organ-

ized such a large community event. Based on the positive feedback from visitors, I 

am sure it will not be the last. 

Thanks to the following Victoria 

Chapter members who partici-

pated. 

 

 

Pete Seward - 1938 Cadillac 

 

Brent Morrison - 1937 LaSalle 

 

Paul Taylor - 1938 Oldsmobile 

 

Gordie & Jane Thomas - 1924 

Packard 

 

John King - 1936 Ford 

 

Al & Barb Kent - 1930 Model A 

Ford 

 

Heinz Mueller -  1931 Model A 

Ford 

 

Les & Rose Vivian - 1939 Buick 

 

Norm & Patricia Tatlow - 1948 

Dodge 
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Stanscar  -  Karen Hilder  
 

In September of this year I received a picture via email from my nephew Howard.  

It was a picture of a 1979 Corvette, bright yellow in colour.  In the seat was a young 

lady (my great niece – Shannon).  I could not download the picture to my Iphoto so 

I emailed my nephew asking him to put it in a different format and email it to me.  

I asked him, at the time, who owned the car.  This is where the story gets interest-

ing. 

 

Apparently, Howard's brother Ken worked at Dofasco in Ontario and met Stan 

through work.  They both retired and Ken found out that Stan had cancer.  Ken 

visited him in the hospital and also at his home when they could do no  more for 

him. 

 

Early this year Ken got a call from Stasia (Stan's wife) and told him that “we would 

like to give you Stan's Corvette”.  Ken 

graciously accepted.  He cordially wrote 

Stasia a thank you card.  He told her 

that he would take care of the car as 

though Stan had lent it to him for the 

day and that it will always be referred 

to as Stan's Car. Ken then applied for a 

“personalized” plate for the car. 

 

The plate reads  -    STANSCAR 

BC Hazmat Personalized Stamps, 

Profiling this local  BC Company. 

A sheet of these postage stamps was kindly  

donated by members Dave and Becky Rogers to our 

Victoria Chapter for mailing our newsletter.  

 

These stamps feature the company’s Ford Super 

Duty F550 with Roadmaster Sleeper hauling the 

Custom 30 foot HazMat Trailer. All graphics were 

completed by Itty Bitty Sign Shop in Sidney. 

Dave and Becky Rogers 
BC Hazmat, Sidney BC 

 



 5 

Terms and Conditions!  
 
I can remember joining the Chapter and immediately being introduced to some 

words and definitions that were new to me.  So as a reminder to long-time members 

and an introduction to newer members, here are some of your editor’s favorites. 

 

Rainy Day Fund - This is a favorite.  This “fund” is the sum of $1500 that is spe-

cifically set aside in the budget as a reserve just in case the annual Swap Meet is a 

financial disaster due to weather.  Nope, it’s never been used. 

 

National - You can look this up on page 3 of your 2012 Roster. 

 

Chapter - This is the recognized regional entity and we are of course called the 

Victoria Chapter.  There are currently 24 Chapters, all within BC and the Vintage 

Car Club of Canada (the National).  In this case “National” is British Columbia. 

 

Swap Meet - Our Chapter Swap Meet is held at or near the last Sunday in June.  

This event is very popular to vendors and buyers, with recent years having the 

Saanich Fair Grounds as the venue.  Our Swap Meet is the principle revenue gen-

erator for our Chapter and profits subsidize membership dues and many social ac-

tivities. Every member is requested to assist as a volunteer for this Swap Meet. 

 

Governor - No, this person is not a part of the political slate to the south of us.  

Our person is elected by membership for a two-year term as our representative 

with the National and also attends the two National meetings each year.  All meet-

ings with Governors are called Governor’s Meetings! One of these two meetings is 

the AGM and presently all meetings are held in Merritt as this is recognized as 

central to the majority of Chapters. So Toronto is not the centre of the universe! 

 

General Meetings - Scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month, except for July 

and August. 

 

Election Meeting - Our election meeting for Chapter officers and committee posi-

tions is the first Tuesday of November.  

 

Sunday Runs -  Just remember “the second Sunday after the first Tuesday” and 

you’ve almost aced it.  But, this only applies to the months when there is a Sunday 

Run scheduled.  Chapter members organize this activity.   

 

May Tour - Yes, this is held in May.  Chapters can request to host the May Tour, a 

popular event over three days that is attended by numerous members from all 

Chapters.  
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Corn Roast, Shucking and Steaming 
 
It was a  perfect Sunday September 9 for this annual gathering for food and fun. 

The menu, as always, featured hot dogs, corn, ice cream and drinks. And the price 

was right for all of this, with no charge courtesy of the Swap Meet revenue. 

 

Lots of members are required to bring this afternoon to its usual success.  Marc 

Brown, Dave and Judy Wallace lead  the charge and as noted a lot of assistance is 

required.  Four sacks of corn were shucked by John King, David Hilder, Kye 

Brown, Pete Seward and Dave Wallace. Judy Wallace, Lorna Steer and Karen Hil-

der held down the kitchen.  Jane Thomas, Marc Brown and John King kept a lot 

warmer working the barbecue and Dave Hopkins cranked up the unique hot water 

apparatus and steamed the corn, with assistance from Pete Seward.   

 

The count was approximately 80 people and about 30 cars. Aside from the food and 

visiting there was the always popular train rides organized and operated by the 

Vancouver Island Model Engineers. 
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Shapley’s Hospitality  
 
Every year member Hap Shapley invites Chapter members to join with their Syl-

van United Church Choir group and friends at their country sampling and social 

exchange.  Hap and Jane Shapley live at their historic 102 year old home near the 

Malahat summit with an unobstructed view to the east.  Just the most beautiful 

view is worth the visit but there is also the hospitality and treats that include local 

artisan cheeses, breads, home-made condiments, wines and above all Hap’s world-

famous meatballs. 

We had a great representation of members attending for this event on Saturday 

September 22.  A few of us followed an escort of Paul and Liz from their home to 

our destination. Other members expertly found their way up the Malahat Drive to 

make the quick turn near the summit and the over 1 km drive to the property.  

Welcome to a wonderful retreat and thanks to Hap and Jane. 

 

  

Members present but not 

in the picture are Pete 

Seward and Jane Shapley. 
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Ragley Farm on August 19 
 

Our Sunday August 19 run was very special and we were so fortunate to tie this in 

with 100th anniversary of Ragley Farm, the home and property of members Josie 

and Rob Hill.  For months they have been planning, even to the extent of arranging 

volunteer committees that would organize the various planned events. These 

events included the reserved high country tea, picnic basket lunches, entertain-

ment, local musicians and singers, tours of the house and overall the very special 

hospitality shown by everybody.  I have to mention the picnic lunches as there was 

a feature of roast pork with crackle, expertly cooked in the outdoor rock oven and 

served in a bun along with salad.   

 

Pete Seward organized and lead the fairly direct run to East Sooke. It was unfortu-

nate that we only had 14 members and 12 cars for the outing but the anniversary 

event at the farm attracted over 400 neighbors and other guests for the afternoon.   

Our arrival at Ragley (see additional information about the property in our previ-

ous newsletter) was special as we were expertly directed to special parking in the 

orchard next to the house.  Time to join in the festivities and enjoy a full afternoon.   
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Rita’s Non-tour Tour 
 
Sunday September 16 was a great day for our Sunday run in September, except 

there was no run in September because of the corn roast the previous Sunday.  

Even though there was no run scheduled for the 16th the date was included in the 

Chapter Happenings page of our newsletter and I know for certain that a couple of 

members read that page and remembered the contents! Because on this Sunday 

Rita, Lorna and Heinz were at the usual start point for our Sunday run but they 

were a lonesome threesome.  

 

Even with no run obviously organized Rita took the initiative and the great day by 

embarking on a special road tour.  She invited Heinz but he declined on this one. 

Rita sent the following report of her afternoon with Lorna.   

 

So Lorna and I enjoyed a lovely afternoon, went down to Fisherman’s Wharf and 

paid for our parking and wandered about for an hour, saw four harbour seals hav-

ing a great dinner of herring and humans enjoying the seafood buffets there.  We 

then went around the waterfront to Oak Bay Marina for a leisurely coffee and lemon 

square.  We then finished off our day by going down to the West Bay Marina’s Prin-

cess Mary for fish and chips.  Can’t let this wonderful weather go to waste, eh?  

 

Sounds like a whole lot of us missed out on a great afternoon.  Thanks Rita and 

Lorna, for your great touring spirit.  
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Chapter Happenings 
 
Meetings and Chapter Runs: 

 
General Meetings -   Tuesday October 2    Voting for Robert Lawrence 

     Tuesday November 6 Election for 2013 officers 

     Tuesday December 4 Member appreciation  

 

Sunday runs -    Sunday October 14 

     Sunday November 18 

     no Sunday run in December 

 

Entertainment at Meetings  

 
Tuesday October 2    Laura Knight from Harbord Insurance 

     Voting for Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy 

 

Tuesday November 6 Election night for Executive and committee chairs 

 

Tuesday December 4 Food!! Member appreciation night 

 

 
  

 

  

 Mark your social calendar for Sunday December 2, for an enjoyable evening of       

 fine dining, Chapter awards, entertainment and socializing with         

 your fellow members.  Joan Huddleston has brought together a great evening. 

 

 We’ll be at the Embassy Inn at the Inner Harbour on Menzies Street.  The            

 evening starts with cocktails at 5:30 and then a buffet dinner starting at 6:30. 

 Awards and entertainment follow the dinner . Also, ask about the special 

 room rate if you would like to overnight at the hotel. 

 

 Tickets are $30 each, thanks to a subsidy from our Swap Meet revenue and 

 they will be available to purchase starting at our    

 Tuesday October 2 meeting.  

 

Voting for the Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy is at our 

Tuesday October 2 meeting.  This award recognizes the 

commitment and contribution of members who are integral to 

the ongoing success of our Chapter.  


