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HIGHLIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE YEARS - OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 

 
1960 - October: The meeting was held at Morrison Chevrolet Oldsmobile Ltd., 909 Yates Street, at Quadra.  November: “The 
Victoria Chapter of the VCCC was formed on June 28th and we can look back on five months of very satisfactory activities.  In 
addition to a number of business meetings, we held runs to Deep Cove, Sooke Flats and Shawnigan Lake and more recently 
participated in the official opening of Eaton’s new parkade by leading the procession into the building when it was officially 
opened.” 
1961 - October: Members decided to purchase a fire-engine from Vancouver for $250.  
1964 - October: Mike Simmons climbed through an open washroom window to unlock the front door of BAPCO Paint so they 
could hold the October meeting.  
1965 - Due to the arrival of the 1966 G.M. line, the October meeting was held at “the Frank Viggers’ Restoration Centre Inc.”  
or in other words, at a member’s home.   
1966 - The October meeting was held at Bill Cantelon’s where “Bill talked on, showed and gave rides in his 1907 Cadillac”.   
1967 - Very lengthy October meeting!  Called to order at 8:20, adjourned at 8:23 p.m.  
1968 - November: Roger Trudeau raised the price of the coffee from 5 cents to “10 cents per cup to offset the increase in postage 
rates imposed by the other Trudeau.”  Discussions with the “Mystics Car Club” regarding a joint car show to be held in August 
1969 occurred in the Fall and was decided on at the December meeting.  
1970 - November: The meeting was brought to order to the sound of two brass bulb horns -  “We did promise a difference in the 
opening sound to the usual gavel.”  Roger Trudeau reported that there were 73 members and their wives at the Chapter’s 10th 
Anniversary Banquet at the Petty Officers’ Mess, Armed Forces Base in Esquimalt.  Admission was $1.  12 oz. T-bone steaks 
were $3.50 and drinks were 45 cents.  
1971 - October: the Executive signed a six month lease with Paul’s Motor Inn, Douglas and Chatham Streets in the lower Game’s 
Room, for their future meetings starting with the November meeting.  The rate - $15 per night plus coffee catered at $.15 per cup 
which would be covered by an increase in dues and an additional $.05 charge per cup of coffee.  Meetings were held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.  It was reported that a new product for removing rust is called Weed-Ac.  
1974 - October: Mike Simmons discussed his new secret committee that hopes to be underway for next year’s Inner Tube Race on 
the Gorge. “ It is hoped to work as a team with members of the Malahat Marauders to man an inner tube with ‘fire power’ - 
namely grapefruit cannon.”  Al Kent, Bob Lawrence and Bob Thursfield volunteered to take turns writing a column of local news 
events for our Chapter in order to keep the Victoria Chapter mentioned in the newspaper’s future issues.   
1975 - November: Bob Lawrence commented on the success of the name tags and the fines he collected from those not wearing 
them.  
1976 - October: Building Fund just passed the $1000 mark.  November:  “There will be an increase in local Chapter’s 
membership fees to $15.”  November 23

rd
 - Mr. Lloyd Brown of the Craven Foundation visited and showed slides.  

1977 - November:  Bill Cassidy looked after the 
1st Annual Awards Banquet which was held on 
November 25th.  Plaques to Events Committee 
from the BCAA     
were presented:    
Most miles 
driven in vintage 
car with regular 
plates -     Elaine 
Little, 1940 
Pontiac coupe;       
most miles driven 
on vintage plates 
- Reg Potts, 1928     
Ford.   
 

Member who travelled farthest to retrieve “Vintage Tin”. 

Bob Thursfield drove his 1925 Dodge Rumble Seat Coupe  

Bill Cassidy receives the             from Victoria to New Mexico. (4650 miles). 

Most Valuable Member trophy  

from Robert Bruce.                                                                                                                                           Robert Lawrence  



1978 - October: Stan Kathrens had compiled the membership records.  November: Editor, Bob Huddleston, and his team 
published their last The Vintage Car. (Joan  Huddleston- treasurer; Joy Cassidy - printing; Barb Kent - typing; Reg Potts, Stan 
Kathrens - mailing.) 
1980 - October: The Vinettes held the first of many bazaars at the Hillside Mall - profit of $337.   

                   

                       Tillicum Mall - 1994            

               Ann Sage, Lil Small & Rita Green 
         Hillside Mall - 1984                                       Can West Mall - 1992 

      Ann Sage & Barb Kent                                Joan Huddleston & Lil Small 
          
The letter writing campaign must have done some good, for in November the duty was lifted from parts for vehicles 25 years old 
and older.  A payment of 9% federal sales tax is only required. 
1982 - November: “Bob Lawrence’s Ford digested fan blades.”  
1983 - October:  A wine and cheese party at the Classic Car Museum marked Bob Miller’s retirement.  Also, members made the 
trek to the First Annual “Gigantic” Campbell River Swap Meet.  Bank balance: $3106.43.  November: Besides the usual trophies 
at the Awards Banquet, Finn Eriksen got two special awards: one in appreciation for getting linen donations for the Vinettes 
auction and the other for selling the most raffle tickets for the Quarter Century Tour.  
1985 - October: Jack Porcher gave a comprehensive report on displaying your car at Expo 86.  Cost: $125 for a spot plus $25 for 
the wife.  Cost includes a display spot, 2-3 day passes, a parking spot on site for camper or motorhome or car.  Prizes could be won 
for best display and car. $17 more per person if you wanted to attend the Gala Banquet.  Show dates July 6th - 9th, 1986.  Because 
of the VCCC magazine costs, dues would be going up $5 per year to $25 for National. $5 remained as local dues so annual dues 
were now $30.  Members questioned “what do we get out of National.  Dino appointed Bob Huddleston, Phil Jorre de St. Jorre and 
Bruce Hopkins to investigate the pros and cons on belonging to National.”         
1986 - November: Most mileage in a vintage car with vintage plates - 1941 Dodge PU (Reid and Brian Pearce) and most mileage 
in a vintage car on regular plates - 1959 Cadillac (Richard James).    
1987 - November: Most mileage in a vintage car on vintage plates - 1930 Ford Tudor (2344 miles) - Tom, Cheryl and Julie Rivers 
and most mileage in a vintage car on regular plates - 1953 Plymouth (2242 miles) - Rita Green.  
1988 - October:  The Vinettes presented $1000.00 to go towards May Tour ‘89. 
1989 - October: Motion was passed “that the dues to the Victoria Chapter of the VCCC remain at $5 at all times, not to be 
prorated as is the National.”  
1990 - October: First aid kit had been installed in the trailer - $53.18. November: Collector plates were now being issued.  
1991: November: 1500 collector plates issued; 2800 vintage plates issued. 
1992 - October: “The monies raised through the B.S.(Banquet Subsidy) Fund Raffles will be used to pay the hall rental for the 
Awards Banquet and for the trophies for this event.”  Treasurer’s Report.  Savings $1000. Chequing $298.64.  There were 110 
members.  New business: the Executive had a meeting with the Vinettes to discuss “our groups relationship with respect to 
Chapter events and equipment.”  Also, ways of using the trailer to raise funds would be looked into.  Finally, it was decided that 
before any major Chapter Event, a budget must be presented.  Auction - $155.50. November: National dues remain at $35. There 
was a $10 increase in local dues.  Dues total - $50. 
1993 - November: Governor’s Report: VCCC newsletter would be reduced to 6 issues per year.  Order of choice for the 
Newsletter was Want Ads, articles then technical articles.  “The 1994 roster will cost $9000 to print.  Each member will get one 
free and then the next one costs $10.”  B.S. Fund - $857.25  Auction - $143.50.    
1994 - October: It was moved that the Club spend funds in the $1500 to $1700 range to repair the trailer as recommended by the 
Executive.  This would ensure that the trailer would be returned to sound condition that would ensure it continued to be safe to use.  
November: The concrete storage pad for the trailer had been poured at the Fisher Farm.  A “source list” form was circulated 
among the members to have them enter any sources of parts, services, etc. for the development of a directory.  It was moved that 
“the Club arrange to have a computer disc made up for the embroidering of the Club logo on clothing.”  Governor’s meeting: The 
Governors were advised that the Roster was unacceptable to our Club members.  The Vintage Car would be reduced to 6 issues as 
a cost saving measure. Life memberships should be awarded (not bought) for extra effort. B.S. Fund - $1003.35. 



Membership fees for 1995 - $50. 6500 collector plates issued; 2000 vintage plates issued. 
1995 - October: It was moved to rename the “Most Valuable Member” trophy - “The Robert Lawrence Memorial Award”.  
November: Bob Lawrence’s slide collection was accepted by the museum at Beaulieu in England for its Picture Library and will 
be called the Robert G. Lawrence Collection.   Name tags will be supplied free to new members.  Replacement tags will cost 
$3.50. Governor’s report: NAACCC advised that Clean Air as it relates to “Vintage Cars” was not a concern of the Federal 
Department of Transport.  The Federal Law on the importation of vehicles into Canada is not applicable to cars older than 1980.  
Imported cars of all ages including “Restoration Projects” cannot be registered without having a mechanical inspection first.  B.S. 
Fund - $947.36.  For years the Club donated $100 to the Times-Colonist 1000 Fund.  This year $201 was donated. 
1996 - October: Recommendations of the Chapter Constitutional Review Committee were accepted.  November: Governors 
meeting: National would like to see our Vin Tech process go through the entire Club as there is a concern about the safety image.  
The Victoria Chapter was asked to be the steering committee to streamline the process and provide direction to National.  National 
will fund the cost of forms and decals, etc.   National gave permission to move 1999 May Tour in Victoria to the week prior to the 
May long weekend.  B.S. Fund - $1302.25.          
1997 - November: The Club received some shocking news.  Club funds were withdrawn from the bank account and only $66.02 
was in the chequing account and $.11 in the savings.  President Jack Woolard was checking into the matter.  It was moved that we 
require an annual audit by an Audit Committee appointed by the President.  Audit Committee - Carolyn Boon, Eric Crump and 
Harvey Sherman. By-Laws Review Committee - Dino Fiorin, Norrie Spencer, Marc Thoma.  Governor’s Report: The Governors 
were “totally” amazed by our Vin Tech program and hope to expand it province wide.  Bruce Hopkins took over as Chairman of 
the Vin Tech Committee.  About 100 vehicles have been tested over the years. Membership fees - $50 ($35 National, $15 
Chapter).    
1998 - November: National President Jim Reiderer and National treasurer Elaine Reiderer attended the meeting and Jim talked 
about the Chapters and what he was striving for, etc.  He presented Finn Eriksen with a Governor’s badge for two years of service.  
The Chapter Standing Rules were discussed with the addition of “every Sunday would be a Sunday run”.  Free balance 
$11,369.18.  B.S. Fund - $1132.35.  Governor’s Meeting: was requested that future Annual General Meetings will be held at the 
May Tours.  
1999 - October: It was moved that $500 be donated to the Times Colonist Fund, that $100 each be donated to the Saanich 
Historical Artifacts Society and the Model Engineers for the Corn Roast and that the Banquet would be subsidized $5 per ticket.  
November: B.S. Fund - $1478.89.  Membership - $40. (National $35, local $5)      
2000 - October: Brian McKay had 2 members using his service of arranging rides to members who have difficulty attending 
meetings. $2500 was contributed to the Camosun College Foundation as a perpetual endowment for the purpose of establishing 
“The Vintage Car Club of Canada - Victoria Chapter Bursary” to support students enrolled in the Automotive Repair Program, 
understanding that this amount will be matched by the Provincial Government.  Executive spending authority was increased from 
$100 to $500.  November: Al Kent compiled a list of contents in the Club Library.   
2002 - October: Finn Eriksen said we needed 1 keeper trophy for the Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy and 17 keepers for most 
tours attended up to the year 2000. We then need keepers for last year and the current year.  Further discussion on summer 
meetings culminated in a recommendation we at least have a meeting in August, with a location where we could combine a 
meeting and an evening run. Discussion on a club project evoked comments/suggestions from several members on possible 
activities/directions the chapter could consider for the future: raise the profile of the club within the community; explore a linkage 
with another organization; e.g. Saanich Historic Artifacts - consider a joint restoration of one of their vehicles; explore the 
feasibility of restoration of a donated building that could ultimately be used by the club for meetings, etc.; add to the Camosun 
Bursary; refurbish club shed at Fisher farm; build a community focus and involve youth to promote interest in the hobby; e.g. 
linkage with a school(s) to encourage kids to see and appreciate vintage cars.  Brian McKay pointed out that the chapter did 
already have a significant project - the Swap Meet - which is an excellent example of member involvement and teamwork. Brent 
Morrison will be National web master in May 2003.  Arnold Goyette volunteered to build a wooden base to hold more plaques for 
one of the perpetual trophies awarded at the Corn Roast.  November: Al Kent, Harvey Sherman and Steve Shea and will continue 
to work on creating a video from the 1973 May Tour 8-track record. The goal is to have a video for a meeting entertainment item 
as well as a good archival record.  Members want to continue with July and August evening runs but the August run should have a 
meeting the same evening. The general interest pamphlet on the Victoria Chapter of the VCCC has been revised, updated and 
reprinted. Jane Thomas has the supply. Members are encouraged to take these pamphlets to any events/shows or for general 
distribution where there could be people interested in becoming members.  The lack of use of the Club trailer and the shelter for it 
was discussed.  A motion to offer the trailer and shelter, at no cost, to the Vinettes was carried.  Dolores Stevens, President of the 
Vinettes, said the offer would be taken to the Vinettes’ November meeting with the results advised to the club after that. 
2003 - October:  National dues will increase by $5.  Next year will total $45 ($40 for national and $5 for the chapter). Harvey 
Sherman spoke about the tools that had been donated to the club by Cornell Motors. These have now all been sorted and 
categorized. The items he recommends as useful and that should be taken in as club assets are a van Norman cylinder boring 
machine (currently with Bruce Hopkins) and a connecting rod alignment tool (currently with Harvey Sherman). The remainder that 
may have some usefulness or value must be dealt with. It was moved that these remaining tools should be offered in the following 
order to: Saanich Historical Artifacts, the local Chevrolet Club (for anything Chevrolet specific), the Salmon Arm Chapter of the 
VCCC for their restored service station.  The scheduling of our summer BBQ and Corn Roast due to their overlap with Fords and 
Friends and Torque Masters events was brought up. After much discussion, it was decided to leave the Corn Roast as scheduled.  It 
was suggested that we need to liven up the Corn Roast by adding something new or reintroducing some activities from the past e.g.  



car games.  The question of summer meetings was raised again. Some members felt strongly that we do need to meet during the 
summer to maintain continuity and to communicate and plan events. The Corn Roast is a good example where it is very difficult to 
recruit volunteers when there is no meeting for the preceding two months.  November: Al Kent has thoroughly reviewed our 
library of Automobile Quarterlies and has found that 3 books are missing. Replacing these books and purchase the indices would 
cost $170.  Details of the missing issues will be published in the newsletter and ask members if they have them. 
2004 - October: The Club trailer including the frame for the portable cover has been sold for $1200. First Aid supplies purchased 
for the swap meet were removed. November: Motion approved that we increase the Swap Meet charge to $2.  
2005 - October: May Tour 2009 will be from May 15th to May 18th.  Discussion on whether or not to have an auction every 
meeting to shorten meeting time.  Decision: carry on with the meeting auctions and perhaps also have a parking lot sale at the 
August meeting.  Carried that proceeds from the auction go towards gifts for the Christmas Banquet. It was decided that we would 
invite the Camosun College bursary recipients to our December General Meeting.  
2007 - October: Finn Eriksen purchased a new coffee urn which replaced the broken one. 
2008 - October: The wording of the VCCC Victoria Chapter Robert Lawrence Memorial Bursary’s criteria was changed to 
“available to students and apprentices”. 
2009 - October: The Victoria Chapter’s 50th Anniversary committee booked the Pacific Fleet Club for May 30, 2010.  The Corn 
Roast was very successful.  In recognition of Dave Hopkin’s continued support, the Club will give Dave a $50 gift certificate to a 
local restaurant.  At the October Governor’s meeting, there is a proposed motion to allow the formation of a Collectible 
Volkswagen Chapter.  It was carried that the Victoria Chapter does not want the VCCC to become a marque club in the future - to 
avoid the proliferation of marque-specific chapters.   November: Heinz Mueller wrote ICBC thanking them for their generosity 
and support over the years for our Vin Tech program. Governor’s Report: National VCCC has approximately $62,000 on hand, 
with projected ending balance of $54,000.  It is recommended that the organization keep at least one year’s operating budget in 
reserve, as they may be required to assist any chapters who run into financial difficulties.  Regalia can be reviewed online; The 
Vintage Car’s editor is looking for articles from members on unusual cars/unusual members!  DataMaster reported 1260 members, 
lowest since 2005.  The Webmaster has changed providers which should result in a better website at a lower cost; also individual 
chapters are encouraged to maintain their own webpage.  The Chief Judge thanked the Victoria Chapter’s Judging Committee for 
their contributions during the 2009 May Tour.  The Collectable Volkswagen Club application was not accepted due to being 
incomplete.  The way the bylaws stand, the VCCC would have to allow the formation of a Volkswagen Chapter, if all conditions 
were met.  Also, perhaps costs could be reduced by only producing the Roster bi-annually. Bill Bouchard will be purchasing new 
lights for Christmas in the Village at Heritage Acres.  The Victoria Chapter will be hosting the 2010 Island Challenge.  Pete  
Seward reported on the Whatzit Night – there were 25 items brought by 14 different members; and three completed questionnaires 
turned in.  It was considered a success.  

 
 
SUMMER POT LUCK PICNIC - August 8, 2010 (Write up taken from the web with thanks to Liz Taylor. Photos-Liz & Freida) 

 
     After a very rainy Saturday the day before, the day of our 2nd Summer Pot Luck Picnic dawned bright and clear. By the time 
we gathered at the Pacific Foresty Centre, a few dark clouds were approaching, but 
when we reached our destination, all was well.  With a slightly lower turnout than last 
year, organizers were still pleased with 19 members and their families/guests 
(including 13 vintage vehicles taking the run).  The route took participants along some 
familiar roads, including West Burnside, Marigold, Interurban, Wilkinson, West 
Saanich and Old West Saanich. The journey continued along Verling, Bryn and Sean , 
taking us to Oldfield. The run then lead us out the Peninsula to Sidney and beyond -- 
all the way to Landsend Road and a lovely scenic loop around Bryden Bay and Curteis 
Point. We then headed back across Highway 17 to Chalet Road, Tatlow Road, West 
Saanich again and to Dogwood Road and the beautiful home of our hosts, Jamie and 
Sherrill Cox.                                                                                                                                                                           



As is often the case with pot luck affairs, the variety of the offerings was outstanding -- cooked ham and turkey provided by our 

hosts; salads (jellied, pasta, potato, vegetable); beans; devilled eggs; rolls and butter; and so on. And, if you had any room left, the 

dessert table was sure to fill you up -- with a grand selection of sweets!      Everyone had set up their chairs around the garden and 

took advantage of the relaxed setting to catch up on news of summer activities. Guests were welcomed to stroll around Jamie and 

Sherrill's extensive grounds, and marvel at the wonderful array of flowers, trees, vegetables, berries and all things green and 

growing. 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     After everyone had 

their fill of the good 

food, and the clean-up 

was done; the members 

thanked Jamie and 

Sherrill once again for 

hosting this delightful 

summer event. 

     Thanks also to Pete 

and Terry for the 

enjoyable driving tour. 

And, of course, thanks to 

all of the members for 

sharing their favourite 

dishes with us all. 

HENRY ERVIN NEWCOMBE (December 29, 1918 - August 20, 2010) 

 

     Henry passed peacefully in the family home, surrounded and cared for by family and friends. A 

memorial service celebrating Henry's life was held at Glad Tidings Church at 2:00 pm Friday 27 

August.  A tea and time for sharing followed. Flowers to the church and/or donations to the Canadian 

Cancer Society.  
     Henry was born in rural Leicester, Nova Scotia. He spent his youth helping on the farm and later 
worked in an auto wrecking yard in Amherst. When war broke out he volunteered to join the BC 28th 
Armoured Regiment, where he gained formal trades certification as a master mechanic and became a 
sergeant running a recovery tank. He saw action and was wounded and decorated as part of the forces 
liberating Holland and entering Germany. After the war he married his beloved Ethel and moved to 
Victoria. Here they started their family and cared for Ethel's disabled sister Winnie and his father 
Simon. Over his long career as a mechanic Henry worked for various firms, and also ran his own 
repair shop for several years. In his spare time Henry became a fixture in the vintage car scene, 

making many good friends around the world with his humour, encyclopedic knowledge and amazing collection of unobtainium" 
that provided the final missing bits for many restorations. He was the gentlest of souls, loved children and animals, and will also be 
remembered for giving out candies and homemade bouquets as an usher in the church. All who knew Henry will remember his 
warmth, kindness and generosity. Henry is survived by his loving wife of 63 years, Ethel, and his daughters Brenda Magee and 
Barbara Lejeune, and son Erv, as well as granddaughters Tracy Magee, Trennis Magee and Jennifer Lejeune, and sons-in-law Russ 
Lejeune and Herb Magee. The family would like to thank the many caregivers who brightened Henry's later days, especially 
Kumiko, Pip, Karl, Benoit, Yves and Murray, as well as the amazing Victoria Hospice PRT staff who allowed Henry to pass in his 
chosen manner. Special thanks to PT Alice Austin and Oak Bay nurse Laural and OT Janet. We would also like to acknowledge 
the support and great care provided by Dr. Luckhurst and the wonderful folks at Estevan Pharmacy. Thanks to all of you. 



     Henry was a member of the Victoria Chapter for 33 years.  He was our coffee maker in 1979 and 1980 and in 
1980, he was our “Santa Claus” at the Children’s Christmas party. Henry may not have served many positions in 
the Club but the members knew that if they needed a car part, Henry was the man to see.  He had an amazing 
collection of much needed parts and members and non members were always welcomed by the Newcombes.  
Henry always had a twinkle in his eyes.  He was a warm, kind person with an infectious manner.  His kindness, 
gentleness, generosity and wonderful sense of humour was well known to his friends and often mentioned by the 
people who spoke at his service.  Henry will be missed by many.   
 

SWAP MEET 2010 REPORT (submitted by Dave and Becky Rogers) 

 
     As with other years, a big thanks to all volunteers without whom the swap meet would 
not be possible.  Feedback from both the volunteers and vendors was very positive.  This 
event could not be the success that it is without a significant participation of club members 
and spouses.  
     Attendance at the meet was up this year at almost 2700, the best year since 2003, and 
follows a rise in attendance since that date.  Outside stall rentals were down this year to 172 
however.  Inside stalls rose to 40.  The car corral entries maintained similar strength to that 
of the past 4 years.  With the decline in some other swap meets and the increasing use of e-
bay, it is heartening to see our numbers bounce back.  Some Vendors and Buyers we talked 
to said Ebay and such would never replace the Social Aspect of a Swap Meet.  We did rely 
heavily on Electronic Advertising on UsedVictoria.com, Craigslist and KIJIJI. 

    I wish I could list the individual names of the Volunteers who worked hard, most both 

days, to make this event such a success.  Most of these fine Club Members worked more 

than one shift.  

     The Car Corral was in the capable hands of Brent Morrison again this year with 36 cars 

for sale.  Special thanks to Harvey Sherman and his crew who laid out the  stall space.  

Parking capably handled by Bill, Ian and their crews. (WOW – What a job those young 

folks did.)  The Car Show was well attended this year with the area being full most times.   

     The Inside Concession was again successfully headed up by Paul and Liz Taylor.  For some of the volunteers in the concession, 

including Paul and Liz, this was their 13th  year.  Many thanks, Paul and Liz, for continuing to take this on.  The 4H Club – Small 

engine group again handled the outside concession this year, and we heard of their successes.  These 2 concessions are crucial to 

the swap meet let alone being significant fund raisers for both the VCCC and the 4H.  

     The swap meet is both a fundraiser for our Club and a social event for both our members and others in the old car hobby. 

Thanks to a tremendous team effort, both aspects met expectations. This year the net profit for the stall rentals, car corral, and gate 

was just over $4,500 after site, advertising and equipment expenses.  This does not include the Paul and Liz concession.  A 

detailed financial report has been submitted to the Club Treasurer. 

     Thanks again to all the volunteers.  To be successful, let alone feasible, this event requires help from a high proportion of the 

membership.  This is the event that keeps us solvent and keeps our dues down, while still allowing members to enjoy our social 

events at minimal cost.  If you weren’t able to help out this year, please consider it for next year.  Our entire membership receives  

benefit from the swap meet revenues. 

 
CORN ROAST - September 12, 2010 (Photos by Paul Taylor and the archives) 
 
     This year’s Corn Roast was a rarity ... a Corn Roast with rain!!!!  And boy! Did it rain.  But this did not dampen the spirits of 
the large gathering of members and friends who met at the Heritage Acres for this annual event.  They even brought out their 
vintage cars.  The food (corn, hot dogs, cake and ice cream) was delicious as usual.  It was nice to see some past members and        



 
members that we don’t often see such as member, Caleb Small (‘26 Rolls Royce) and past members, Paul Mitchell (‘58 DeSoto) 
and Andrew Timmis plus friend, Jim Walters (‘17 La France). Dave Rogers brought his newly purchased ‘52 Pontiac. 

 
          September 11, 1977 - Corn Roast at Sooke Flats      September 12, 1982 - Corn Roast at Vancouver Island  

Caleb Small with the Best Canadian Trophy for the '26 Rolls Royce        Ranger Station - Bill Small & his '26 Rolls Royce 

 
A big thank you to the crew from Heritage Park, the Club members who readily volunteered and especially to our committee 
heads, Marc Brown and Dave Wallace.   
 

A PONTIAC STORY (Story & photos submitted by Dave Rogers) 

 
     In 1951 my Father had a MVA with an Austin and he never drove that car 
again. He phoned his good friend Jimmy Pattison and the next day Jimmy 
delivered a brand new ‘52 Pontiac Sedan to my Father’s office at 455 West 
Broadway in Vancouver.  That car became known as "Jenny". My Dad drove 
that car 'till 1966 when my Mother had a MVA in it. My Dad phoned his good 
friend Jimmy Pattison again the next day, and a "Just off Lease" ‘65Pontiac             

Jenny            was delivered to my Dad's office at 3330 Cambie in Vancouver. My Dad gave me                             
the ‘52 Pontiac, for 50 bucks, and I was going to hot rod it. I had plans for a Hot Motor, Dual up 
and down Head Lights, Progressive Tail lights, with a Cadillac Front Electric Seat. (That’s a story 
in itself.)  That was not my Dad's plan and so I repaired it and kept it completely stock.  I still 
have that car completely stock with only 112,000 miles on it. 
     My Dad drove that ‘65 Pontiac 'till 1983 when my Mother had a MVA.  Dad gave me that car 
as well and most of it is now incorporated into the Black ‘65 that Becky and I have driven across 
North America a couple of times. 
     About a year ago, I started thinking about a Bucket 

list and perhaps Hot Rodding another '52 Pontiac so I could live that youthful dream of a 
16 year old kid. They might look the same from the side and the colour, but the Sound 
and such would not be the same.  I advertised Canada Wide this last year and found the 
one that was at the Corn Roast in Ladysmith. 
     The best of that car will be put on Jenny for her next restoration, and the balance 
Becky and I will build into my Dream Hot Rod. It only took 45 years (so far). The Hot 
Rod will be named Sadie.                                                                                             Sadie 

 

PEKING TO PARIS RALLY 2010 (starting Date – October 16
th

, 2010.  Information taken from the internet.) 

 
 

Jim Walters was at our Corn Roast 
with his 1917 La France which was 
registered for the Peking to Paris 
Rally.  Because of mechanical 
problems, Jim missed the shipping 
date by 5 days so was unable to 
participate. 
 
 
Jim Walters & his 1917 La France

     The 2010 route drives from  



 
The 2010 route drives from China, through Mongolia, then briefly into 
Russia before turning south west into Kazakstan, Uzbekistan, and 
Turkmenistan. This is the historic Silk Route where there are days off in 
such fabled cities as Almaty, and Samarkand. 
Short History 
     In 1907, five teams of intrepid motorists embarked upon the most 
gruelling motor challenge at that time - to drive their cars in a run from 
Peking to Paris. It was over eight thousand miles long, crossing two 
largely roadless continents and lasting eighty days - Figures alone can not 
do this journey justice. Indeed it is probably the most heroic adventure in 
the history of the motor car. Nothing like it had ever been accomplished 

before and no contests so extraordinary have been held since or indeed can ever be held 
again. The experts said the thing was impossible, because it had never been done before. 
Men and cars proved them wrong. 
     When the challenge was first announced by the popular newspaper Le Matin in Paris, - 
the proposal was laughed at by most of the experts and the motoring press as both 
impossible and ridiculous. Nevertheless, on the 10th of June, 1907, five pioneering 
motorists answered the call for what was the longest, most brutal auto race to date. What 
unfolded was a story too incredible to be fiction. Their routes lay across China, Mongolia, 
Siberia, Russia, Poland, and Germany into France, almost all of it entirely roadless even by 
1907 standards. Much of it passing over mountain ranges and trackless deserts was 
completely unknown. In parts there were rugged tracks made by pack animals but these 
were often flooded or feet deep in mud: in parts there was nothing but uncharted waste. The cars lacked even such basic amenities 
such as roofs and front brakes - but four of the five crews finally arrived in Paris, having overcome every conceivable hazard of 
intense cold and blazing heat, of mountain passes and bridgeless rivers, of desert, sand and snow. It is a story to make the most 
ardent trial enthusiast shudder. 

1907 
- Five cars set out in 1907 - Prince Borghese was the best organised, best-
funded, and was the favourite from the outset. He specially commissioned 
a seven-litre grand-prix Itala engine to be de-tuned, and dropped into a 
truck chassis, with the lightest, simplest bodywork.  Floorboards were 
ripped up and experimented with as mud-guards.  
 
1907 Itala - 7 L engine with 40HP.   

Prince Scipione's mechanic, Ettore Guizzardi 
 
- For money, the crews all carried bars of silver, and just shaved off a 

lump when bartering and haggling for supplies. - A wooden wheel was made en-route by a local blacksmith, and rescued the 
Itala....punctures were few and far between, with no roads they saw few horse and carts, so nails from horseshoes were less of a 
problem.  
- Fuel was organized in advance....Charles Goddard blagged some off Prince Borghese, but knew 
as he muttered his gratitude that his rival had not spared him enough.  
- A new endurance speed record for non-stop driving for 24 hours single-handed was set up by 
Charles Goddard in the Dutch Spyker, in a desperate bid to make up lost time after a magneto 
failed....his drive was not equalled until the advent of Le Mans many years later.  
- Goddard didn’t know how to drive a car when he first read of the great race, picking up a 
newspaper blowing in the breeze while working in Paris as a Circus ground-worker hammering in 
a tent-peg, he spotted the announcement in Le Matin and vowed he would change his life, find the 
money somehow, learn to drive, find a manufacturer to lend him a car....and drive to victory.   

- The first “tyre war” between Michelin and 
Pirelli centred on the Peking to Paris of 1907. 
Pirelli sponsored Prince Borghese’s Itala, and 
one tyre survived the whole trip and then out of 
Paris to Pirelli’s Milan factory without a puncture...             1907 Spyker 
Michelin supported Goddard, who flogged off 
some of the tyres to pay for the shipping to China… Dunlop came third 
supporting the De-Dions.       
 
A pair of identical, 10 HP 1907 De Dions, donated by two French car-dealers, 

were also entered in the race.                       



- There were no marshals or officials. The person who went to Peking to flag away the cars caught the ship back to Paris and 
arrived in time to flag them across the finish line. - Positions were decided by drivers sending telegrams from Telegraph relay-
stations. One telegraph operator announced that the drivers were the first customers he had seen since he opened –– and he had 
waited to seven years to send his first telegram. He needed to be shown how to send morse-code by the drivers... and as he 
couldn’t understand the language, sent the message back to front, starting from the bottom right hand side of the page. - Crews 
slept under their cars, and emerged in the morning covered in oil-drips. Only the three wheeler Contal driven by Pons, father of a 
girl who was to become a famous opera singer, failed to survive the course –– the remains of the car are still in the Gobi 
Desert...trying to drive a wicker-basket with three wheels to Paris nearly cost him his life. 

 
 
1907 Contal - 3 wheel cyclecar, driven by Auguste Pons & his mechanic, Foucault.  This car 

was just hell on wheels. The power came entirely from the back wheel. If the Contal went too 

fast, the entire thing could flip over backwards, if the front passenger area was not 

sufficiently weighed down. 
 
- The Itala survived several river crossings in Siberia and the disaster of falling backwards 
through the planks of a bridge into a ravine. The engine never missed a beat... preparation is everything.  
- Promising to pay for the shipping out of his winnings, Goddard talked his passage onto a slow boat to China. Upgrading himself 
from third-class to first, he hoisted a piano onto the top deck and earned his lst-class ticket by playing the piano to passengers.  
- After persuading Spyker to build a Dutch car for a Dutch driver set on winning, Charles Goddard then secretly sought some 
driving lessons....he had never even as much as sat behind the steering wheel of a motor-car before seeking out his sponsor.  

- Today, the Itala is in the Italian Motor Museum 
at Turin, and has been restored by Fiat. The 
second placed Spyker is in the Dutch museum, 
and has never been restored. The two cars have 
not stood side-by-side since 1907. - The Itala was 
painted red for the race. After display at an 
American motor-show, the car was dropped in the 
harbour while being unloaded. It was then painted 
battleship grey –– the nearest paint can to hand, as 

nobody else painted cars red. But because of Prince Borghese’s big win, Italy adopted red 
as its racing colour - and always worn by Ferrari Grand Prix cars to this day.                                                          
 

The 1907 Challenge 
What needs to be proved today is that as long as a man has a car he can do anything and go anywhere. Anywhere. Yes 

Anywhere…… …… Is there anyone who will undertake to travel this summer from Peking to Paris by automobile?  
Le Matin, January 31st, 1907 
     It was a challenge no one had ever thought to issue before, a project almost anyone in his right 
mind thought an impossibility. Of the forty entrants to what the French called "the raid", only five 
vehicles would end up facing the challenge. Within a mere 130 days of the challenge being issued, 
they were on the starting line. They had shipped their vehicles to Peking, overcome bureaucratic, 
political and logistic obstacles and ignored a decision by the race committee to cancel the raid 
because of the apparently insurmountable difficulties of the route. 
     Then for two months those few intrepid drivers and crews would captivate European and 
American imaginations as newspaper despatches recorded their progress through some of the world's 
most remote and trackless wilderness. Two crews almost died of thirst in the Gobi Desert. Vehicles 
were hauled up mountain ravines by the brute force of teams of men, horses and donkeys. One car 
plunged backwards when a Siberian bridge collapsed under it, leaving it teetering just metres above 
a raging torrent. Cars almost disappeared in quicksand and mud. 
     The Italian, Prince Scipione Borghese would divert 1,500 kilometres from the route to attend a 
ball in St. Petersburg. And he would still win. The French pauper, Charles Goddard, a fairground roustabout, would con the maker 
of a Spyker - the Dutch "Rolls Royce" - into lending him a car, and end the race in such debt he would be arrested for fraud when 
the finish was almost in sight. 



     It was a race that tested adventurous souls to their limits and would prove - finally - that the motorcar could indeed "go 
anywhere, yes anywhere". 
 

    

 

We have a new sponsor!!!  Recently some of us who are also in 

the Model A Club stayed at the delightful Two Eagles Lodge 

B&B.  We could not have had better hosts!  Gordie & Jane 

Thomas stayed at another B&B and Steve & Carolyn invited 

them to have breakfast with us so we could eat as a group.  And 

what a fantastic cook Carolyn is!!!  The rooms are lovely, the 

view fantastic and the location ideal if you are heading up island.  

No wonder they received the 2010 V.I. BBB Torch Award. 

Check out the website.       

 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS     
 
OCTOBER 5-  VCCC meeting at 7:30 pm.  St. Luke’s Church Hall, 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd.  Entertainment: Bill Bouchard’s                          
 DVD of Brian McKay's Memorial from Paul Taylor’s and Bill’s photos. 
 17 - Sunday Run. Meet at the Pacific Forestry Centre’s parking lot on W. Burnside at 1:00 pm; depart at 1:30. 
 18 - Vinettes Meeting. Peggy Akenclose at 1 p.m.  
              26 - Executive Meeting. Paul Taylor                                                                          
 

NOVEMBER 2 - VCCC meeting at 7:30 pm.  St. Luke’s Church Hall, 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd.  Entertainment: Elections. 
           14 - Sunday Run. Meet at the Pacific Forestry Centre’s parking lot on W. Burnside at 1:00 pm; depart at 1:30. 

     15 - Vinettes Meeting. Dinner at the 4 Mile House @ 6 p.m.  
      30 - Executive Meeting.  Jane Thomas     

 
DECEMBER 5 - Awards Banquet Luncheon at 1 p.m. Location: Church and State Winery.  $30.00/person.  Tickets will be 

available at the October meeting.  Organizer: Jamie Cox 

 
  

AMERICAN EVENTS: 
  
OCTOBER 9-10 - Monroe Swap Meet, 360-366-0188 or 360-
738-4683 or www.aarcbellingham.com, Monroe, WA. 
 

NOVEMBER 6-7 - OVAC Bremerton Swap Meet, 360-638-2404 

or ovacswapmeet@centurytel.net or www.ovac.us, Bremerton, WA; 

20 - Albany Indoor Swap Meet, 541-926-3972, Albany, OR.  

 
 

 
Autumn Sunlight by Dale Klee 

 

 



MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - September 7, 2010 - 7:30 p.m. - St. Luke's Church Hall (from Minutes submitted by Karen Hilder) 
 
Jane Thomas, welcomed everyone.  There were no new members and one visiting member - Gordon Botten.  Jane Thomas 
welcomed Marie McKay, and her daughter, Christine.  Marie thanked the members for bringing their cars to Brian’s Memorial 
Service and for all the support she received.  Marie mentioned that Brian's car, called “Scruffie”, is going to Calgary’s Heritage 
Park Museum. Brian asked that there be no ropes around the car so people could get their pictures taken with the car and be able to 
touch the car. 
OLD BUSINESS:  

- Bill Bouchard: The 50th Anniversary Patches were available for members.  Additional patches cost $5 each.  The 50th 
Anniversary DVD's are available for pick up for those members who do not have one yet.  

- Finn Eriksen: The 50th Anniversary Banquet did not spend all of the subsidy allotted.  
- Reg Potts: He thought there was a motion in previous meetings to have only one month without a General Meeting in the 

summer.  Many events come up in the fall and we have a very short window in September to deal with them.  (No 
direction came from this.)  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
-  Sunshine: Sympathy cards were sent to Marie McKay and Ethel Newcombe.  Get well cards were sent to Norm Scott and 

Al Kent.   
- Web-Site: Paul & Liz Taylor & Jane Thomas met with other Island Chapter Executives for the purpose of improved 

communication and increased opportunities.  Liz feels that there is an opportunity to try and put together event 
information from the four Island Chapters on the Web-Site.  Liz did mention that it is only as good as the information 
received from each Chapter.   

- Library: The Club paid for two DVDs; one of the banquet and one of cars on tours.  
NEW BUSINESS:  

- Dave Rogers submitted his resignation on July 25th from the Victoria Chapter, the Executive and as chair of the swap 
meet.  Dave will retain membership in the Antique Chapter.   

- We will be voting for a recipient of the Robert Lawrence Memorial Award at the October meeting.   
- The November meeting will be Election night.  All positions are available except one Director’s position.   
- The December meeting will be Members’ Appreciation Night. 

INFORMATION CORNER:  
- Finn Eriksen volunteered to do the refreshments for the December meeting.   
- Paul Taylor inquired about those interested in an around the Sunshine Coast tour for the April tour, possibly next year.   
- Hugh Johnson has four tires for sale at $20 each.   
- Gordon Botten reported he has a 1936 Packard for sale.  
- Les Batchelor donated most of the items for the auction plus he gave away his VCCC Jacket and 2 vests.   
- Al Kent has a 6-volt group one battery for sale $50.00. 

Meeting adjourned.    

Auction: The auction raised $85.00.  

 

Editor: Freida Eriksen    250-382-3467   norway0@hotmail.com 

Would anyone like to become the editor of this newsletter?  Please think about it.        

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
August 9, 1991 - Vinettes cruising: Back - Helen Fisher, John (captain),                        August 14,1988 – Run to Bill & Marilyn  
Betty Kathrens, Joan Huddleston, Peggy Bowcott, Elaine Little, Rita Green                   Kendall's - Bill riding an old bike 
Front - Lil Small, Lorna Steer, Dolores Stevens, Barb Kent 
 
 
 


