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May—June 2017                                         Editor—Bill Bouchard                                  

At this part of the year our activity level rises like a barometer for the spring as summer approach-

es.  There are the usual Sunday runs and with requests coming in for other events the weeks quick-

ly fill up with vintage vehicle outings.  

Please note that our next Sunday run is May 21, a week later than usual. Heinz has this run 

organized.  Of course the details are in the run sheet that is distributed at our gathering place on 

Burnside West. Departure from there is the regular 1:30 pm.   

You will need a program in planning for mid-June.  Details will be out well in advance but there is 

a Saturday June 17  activity and we will gather at the regular time, at the regular Burnside loca-

tion before leaving for the Royal Oak Burial Park Summer Soulstice. This will be the 8th Annual 

Summer Soulstice, where there will be the beauty of the gardens, musical performances and light 

refreshments. Then the next day, Sunday June 18, Father’s Day, there is the annual Model T 

event.  Our Chapter is again a big part in this very lively car outing and Marc Brown is the organ-

izer.  The Model T’s, their drivers and passengers start arriving after 8 am and we are encouraged 

to be there for breakfast before the special vehicles, drivers and passengers head out on their less 

than one hour drive before arriving back for the judging and prizes.   

The Saturday outing and Sunday Model T event will be enough activity on this weekend for our 

members so there is no regular Sunday run on this Father’s Day, Sunday June 18.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can share your vehicle and stories for a couple of hours with residents of  residential care 

homes, contact Paul Taylor to confirm your participation.  There is the Parkwood Place (booked and 

done), Luther Court on June 19, All Care Sidney on June 20, Oak Bay Lodge (BBQ lunch served) on 

June 23, and Gorge Road Hospital on June 27.   

And there will be more as we get closer to summer.  Have a good one. 
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Vin Tech 2017 
 

No fooling, Vin Tech was the highlight for this April 1.  After a dozen years absence our Victoria Chap-

ter original Vin Tech was back, returning as a driving force for our Chapter.   

 

In March our member, Patrick Jones offered to have Camosun College host Vin Tech at their Motor Ve-

hicle, Trades and Technology facility.  In his working life Pat is an Instructor and Programme Leader at 

the Camosun facility.  He was offering their facilities along with some staff and a graduate student for 

the inspections of our member’s vintage vehicles.    

 

We enthusiastically accepted the offer and Paul Taylor took on the responsibility of bringing together 

our members and their vehicles for Saturday April 1 at Camosun Interurban.  Paul, along with Liz, also 

gathered the refreshments that would be complimentary for all participants, inspectors and guests.  

 

Patrick Jones led the team from Camosun and the other vehicle inspectors were Mike Bocsik, Andy Bul-

len, Jim Cough, employees at the college and Ethan Pennell a graduate student and the first recipient 

our Chapter’s Automotive Award at Camosun. Their expertise was strongly appreciated as was the full 

day that they spent with us on their day off.  

 

Here are the lucky Chapter members who took advantage of this Vin Tech event: Dave Wallace – 1957 

Ford, Don Stevens – 1967 Mustang, Norm Tatlow – 1948 Dodge, Murray Firth – 1968 Cougar, Gordie 

Thomas – 1924 Packard, Brent Morrison – 1966 Chevrolet pickup, Paul Taylor – 1938 Oldsmobile, 

Heinz Mueller – 1954 Chevrolet, John King – 1969 Barracuda, George Morfitt  -1968 Volkswagen, Jim 

McNeill – 1940 Dodge, Michael May – 1931 Buick. 

 

The experiences on this day are reflected in the comments received and these are certainly worth in-

cluding here. 

 

From Patrick Jones:  Our crew at Camosun all really enjoyed the day, it was nice to be able to offer 

some insight into vehicle condition for the members, and be able to show and explain things as well. 

One comment that Jim Gough made that we all shared was: "I had a great time checking out cars just 

for the pure enjoyment of doing it!”  

 

For me, having the opportunity to get close to some pretty great cars to see how things were done in ear-

lier times was a valuable learning experience, and helps to build on the automotive knowledge I share 

with my students. Overall I was very happy with the event and don’t really think it could be improved 

much (except for getting a few more cars through). For the 2018 VinTech I hope to assemble a small 

group of interested students to watch and assist with the inspections and share in the fun and learning. 

I’m already looking forward to it. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
        (see next page) 
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Heinz Mueller commented: My experience at VIN-TECH was amazing. On my way to the College I 

noticed a very strong raw gasoline smell, upon entering the facility I left a trail of gas on the floor 

and checking it at the hoist found that my newly installed fuel filter came apart and totally  drained 

my  gas tank. Thanks to the student who attended my car and the supervisor, they installed a piece 

of rubber hose to bypass my filter, poured some gas into my tank and got me going again. A certain 

amount of luck was involved that it came to be while entering the facility. It could have happened on 

the road somewhere and I would have been stranded. Thanks again for all the assistance given. 

 

Norm Tatlow said:  I have only good things to say about the Vin Tech day. The facility is awesome. 

Jim did my inspection almost as soon as I got there. He was very thorough and diplomatic. He al-

lowed me to watch and participate totally. He explained everything that he was inspecting and why 

it was important. I learned a lot and have some follow up items. He even added some tranny oil as 

mine was low. The price was right and lunch was great!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Taylor added: The inspection of our car provided me with useful information for keeping this 

car on the road.  I have made an appointment with my mechanic to address the things on the list. 

This event strengthens the relationship between the Club and Camosun College, and should help to 

give the members a good feeling about our contributions, past and future, to the College Foundation. 

It was great to meet and talk with Ethan, one of our award recipients.  The award money given to 

this young man was money well spent. It was a good idea, and not a very costly one, to provide lunch 

for everyone. We should do this event once a year for as long as the College is willing to do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      (see next page) 
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George Morfitt commented: I attended this year’s Vin Tech with my 1968 Volkswagen Beetle, and 

brought along my son-in-law Jeff and my grandson Eric (age 16). We found it most interesting to walk 

around the impressive Camosun automotive educational facility, noting the various diagnostic tools 

available to the Camosun students. Our Volks received a thorough examination and it was revealed 

that some fluid was leaking into the right rear wheel housing - a situation that was not previously 

known and that I now need to rectify. We enjoyed our conversations with the Camosun staff and, all-in-

all, it was for us an enjoyable and productive few hours. Our thanks to Liz and Paul for arranging/

supplying the tasty lunch time food. 

 

Gordie Thomas said: I think this event was really good.  Nice to see all the cars.   I enjoyed it as every-

one else seemed to.  Some cars had a few things to look into which is what it is all about.  Pat and the 

guys had a good look at the ’24 Packard . They wanted to see some old cars so I guess this fit in 

OK.   We should have this every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim McNeill added:  That was a great opportunity for those of us who do not have facilities at home to 

get under our cars. For me it was the first time I had been able to inspect my undercarriage and sus-

pension. The guys who volunteered their time to do the inspections were great. We identified several 

noncritical items that I will follow up on soon. Thanks very much for organizing the inspection. 

 

Our Vin Tech has a great history, with the first gathering in 1985 as Vin Tech was held at Jubilee Tex-

aco and then for the next seven years it was held at Dave Wallace’s property.  Al Kent started Vin Tech 

with four other guys and up to the last few years of Vin Tech he continued as the organizer. For those 

final few years, until 2007, the inspections were hosted at the ICBC facilities.  

 

The return of Vin Tech this year was a great success and the experiences were outstanding.  Thanks to 

everybody who participated, as organizers, inspectors and Chapter members. 

 

 

Pictures. Page 2: Pat Jones at Paul’s car.    Paul Taylor at the grill.  Page 3: (clockwise from top left) Heinz 

Mueller’s 1954 Chevrolet, Norm Tatlow’s 1948 Dodge, Dave Wallace keeping an eye on his 1957 Ford, Pat Jones 

and Paul Taylor  at his 1938 Oldsmobile.  Page 4: 1924 Packard of Gordie Thomas and George Morfitt’s 1968 

Volkswagen. Jim McNeill contemplating the inspection of his 1940 Dodge. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                             (continued to page 5) 
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More Vin Tech participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
Clockwise from top left:  John King’s 1969 Barra-

cuda. Murray Firth’s 1968 Cougar,  Don Steven’s 

1967 Mustang, Brent Morrison’s 1966 Chevrolet,  

Michael May’s 1939 Buick.  

Pictures for this article are courtesy of Paul and 

Liz Taylor, Bill Bouchard 
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Easter Sunday Run 
 Yes Norm, there really is an Easter bunny.  At least there’s 

Jane carrying her basket full of goodies greeting partici-

pants with special chocolate treats. This Sunday April 16 

run was organized and hosted by Jane and she totally em-

braced the day.   

The driving route was nicely designed to transition from the 

busier Burnside—Tillicum—Gorge communities and man-

age the route through the Colwood strip before reaching the 

peaceful and scenic Esquimalt lagoon.  Driving along the 

beach road were our Chapter’s sixteen vintage vehicles, 3 

modern and the 34 people in those cars.  Leaving the lagoon 

the drive was up to Metchosin Road and then headed south, 

with interesting shorter roads before ending at the Olympic 

View Golf Course and the mandatory post tour snack.   

Thanks to Jane and her tour supporter Gordie for the drive route and the Easter goodies.    
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March 19 Sunday run 
John King put this run together even though the word “run” should have been the most distant 

thought during the recovery from his knee operation. And this wasn’t just the driving tour that he 

put together, but also the bowling opportunity in Sidney.  

 The drive was along a few roads in Broadmead before exiting to Cordova Bay, then into Central 

Saanich, close to the airport/North Saanich before reaching Sidney and the Miracle Lanes bowling 

facility.  Congratulations to Ruby Shea and Les Vivian on their trophy winning performances.  Then 

it was to Smitty’s for refreshments. 

Thanks John, for your spirit in putting all of this together. 

 

A few of the participants starting the run, Norm and Patricia Tatlow, Richard Johnson with John King, Pat and Marga-

ret Meehan. As Paul reported for this run there were 15 vintage, 7 modern, 1 walker, and 36 people. 

 

 

 

Victoria Vinettes 
The Victoria Vinettes will celebrate their 40th anniversary this year.  They were formed December 

13, 1977 and over the years the Vinette members have been very supportive of the Victoria Chapter 

and active for many special functions.   

Subsequent newsletters will carry stories about Vinette activities and memories.  Stay tuned ! 

.    
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Our Chapter's Swap Meet 
Sunday June 25, 2017 

Gates open to customers before 7 am. 

Volunteer positions open to members now 

Chapter members are required for volunteer responsibilities on Saturday for preparing 

the site and on Sunday for outside and concession duties. See, call, or email Bill Bou-

chard for outside and Liz Taylor for concession.  

Camosun Awards  
Our Chapter’s long standing bursary for automotive students at Camosun College and our 2016 intro-

duction of an award are now brought together as the Vintage Car Club, Victoria Chapter, R. Lawrence 

Memorial Award. The purpose of this agreement is to provide annual awards to students who achieve 

high theory and practical marks and are enrolled full-time in the Automotive Service Technician Foun-

dation or Apprenticeship program at Camosun College. The Trades Awards will be presented on Tues-

day May 30.  

 

AUTUMN ISLAND TOUR 
Friday September 8, to Sunday September 10 

(18th Annual Island challenge) 
Headquarters: Duncan Ramada Inn (formerly Silver Bridge Travelodge)  

 
The beautiful Cowichan Valley back roads are friendly to pre-1928 vehicles but all 

years of vintage and collectable vehicles are welcome. 

For more information check your Victoria Chapter website or contact committee chair 

Tom Tams of the host Cowichan Valley Vintage Car Club, phone 250-748-3450 or email 

ttams@telus.net  

 
 

CANADA 150 TOUR 
June 6-14 

Some of our members are booked for this special tour.  As noted in The Vintage Car 

“this tour celebrates Canada’s 150th birthday and is similar to the 10 day VCCC tour 

held on Canada’s 100th birthday in 1967”.  Participants can complete the full tour or 

choose to take a part only.  This 9 day driving tour is the May Tour in June!   
 

MAY MEETING   Entertainment at our May meeting is a very interesting vid-
eo presentation, Seventy-One Years: The Loss and Discovery of Avro Anson L7056, 

Tuesday May 2 at our regular time and place for this meeting and presentation. 

  


