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I’ll start by apologizing for the delay in releasing this newsletter.  I’ll credit that time slip to busy sea-

sonal chores and opportunities introduced by this “better than usual” Victoria weather. At least that’s 

my reasoning.  

Staying with the weather theme for now, we often hear from other clubs in British Columbia that this 

is the time of year for resurrecting the vintage and getting out for the driving.  Well, call us spoiled but 

we do have a Chapter sponsored run every month.  And deservedly so.   

This is however, even in Victoria, the outdoor hospitality season.  For our Chapter there is an activity 

that is very rewarding and sharing. This is our visits to local Care Homes.  It is the interaction with the 

residents of these homes that makes the visits special.  The opportunity that they have to visit with us 

and look over the older vehicles allows them to recall their times when they either owned similar cars 

or rode in these vehicles as young people.  It’s heart warming for us to hear about their experiences and 

it’s true enjoyment for them to remember about those many years ago when our collector cars were the 

regular road vehicles. 

Soon it will be Swap Meet time for our Chapter.  It will be our members who join with other vendors.  

It’s also some of our members who will be volunteering for the numerous jobs that are required to make 

this swap meet successful.  Saturday is the day for organizing the site and Sunday June 26 is the big 

day. Karen and David Hilder have been working the details for this swap meet for almost a year now 

and when they have finished for this one, they get to start all over again for the next one.   

In 2018 it will be 50 years since the Victoria Chapter kicked off the first meet in downtown Victoria.  It 

is the profits from these swap meets that bring our members many benefits, from reduced membership 

rates to subsidized and free activities.   

Recently our membership voted to provide a new award for Camosun College and this is covered in a 

brief article on page 2. That first $1,000 award, of the $3,000 we contributed, will be presented at the 

end of this school term and I am certain that the student who receives this award will be very pleased.    

Our Governor Brent Morrison attended the biannual Governor’s Meeting on April 16.  Held in Merritt 

the Governor’s Meeting in April is followed by the AGM and Brent solidly represented the Victoria 

Chapter.  He provided a very brief account of these meetings to our members who were at our last Gen-

eral Meeting. The Minutes of the Governor’s Meeting and AGM will be included in our next magazine, 

The Vintage Car.  Thanks Brent for carrying the Victoria flag to these meetings as it is a big commit-

ment to travel the busy highways to Merritt and back, plus having the night away from home in a Mer-

ritt hotel.   

See you at our meetings and events. 

 

Bill Bouchard, President. 

May—June 2016                                      Bill Bouchard—Editor 
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2016 Executive   
President: Bill Bouchard . Vice-President: Chris Bauer. Secretary: Liz Taylor. Treasurer: Brent 

Morrison. 

Directors: Richard Maki, Richard Johnson, Marc Brown, Harvey Sherman.  

Governor: Brent Morrison. Past President: Paul Taylor. 

 2016 Committees 
Membership: Jane Thomas. Tour Co-ordinator: Heinz Mueller. Awards banquet: Jane Thomas. 

Newsletter: Bill Bouchard. National Correspondent: Don & Dolores Stevens. Entertainment: Va-

cant. Swap Meet: Karen & David Hilder. Web & Facebook: Liz Taylor. Auctioneers: John King, 

Heinz Mueller, Reg Potts. Sunshine: Dolores Stevens. Meeting Refreshments: Joan Huddleston, Rita 

Green, Lorna Steer. Corn Roast Dave Wallace. Vinettes: Dolores Stevens. Restoration & Preserva-

tion: Harvey Sherman, Bruce Hopkins, Gordie Thomas, Ted Trotter.  

 

 

 Camosun College Award 
 

Following the recent approval from membership we have completed our contribution to a student award 

program at Camosun College.  Our Chapter has contributed a total of $3000 to be presented   over three 

years at $1,000 a year.  This is above the bursary that we have in place at Camosun.   

 

The purpose of this new gift is to provide awards to students enrolled full-time in the Automotive Ser-

vice Technician Foundation or Apprenticeship program at Camosun College who achieve high theory 

and practical marks. Camosun College recognizes this fund as being established by the Victoria Chapter 

of the Vintage Car Club of Canada.  

 

This funding came through a recommendation from our Executive to Membership for approval. It is 

made possible through the profit from our Swap Meet.   

 

 

Visits to Residential Care Homes 
 

Three invitations have been received so far requesting members to show cars to residents at Victoria 

care homes.  So now we need volunteers from our membership, with a car, to create memories for resi-

dents.   

 

Please consider a few hours of your day for one or all of the following dates:  Wednesday June 15 at 2 

pm for about 90 minutes at the Sidney All Care, Thursday June 16 at the Gorge Road Hospital for just 

over an hour in the early afternoon, and Monday June 20, 1 pm at Luther Court. Please book with Bill. 
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Swap Meet 2016 
SUNDAY JUNE 26, as we all know, is the date for our annual swap meet.  And per  previous years this 

will be an extremely busy day as we host hundreds of bargain hunters. Saturday, the day before, is also 

a busy day for many of our volunteer members as the Fairgrounds are prepared for the early start on 

Sunday. It’s rewarding and mostly enjoyable as we receive and serve the hundreds of customers who are 

looking for fantastic swap meet bargains .   

 

This will be the 48th Swap Meet for our Victoria Chapter, with the first meet being held in downtown 

Victoria. At that time nobody would have thought that this very successful Chapter activity would reach 

the half century mark.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

                                        

 Looking after all of our customers.  

 

Karen and Dave Hilder, as co-chairs, have been handling the details for this swap meet. They will be 

the first to tell you that it takes a big team to host this event and it takes many chapter members to 

step up as volunteers.  If you haven’t put your name forward as a volunteer, just contact Liz Taylor for 

concession duties and Bill Bouchard for outside responsibilities.   

 

It’s this swap meet that is enjoyed by our customers (and members) and it’s the profit that benefits all 

members of our Chapter.   
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March Chopper Run 
This was a wild weather day and wouldn’t you know it that John King had planned his run with the 

opportunity to enjoy a helicopter flight after touring the Vancouver Helicopter hangers at the Victoria 

Airport. Despite the brisk weather on this Sunday the support for this run was there from the 39 peo-

ple and 22 mostly modern vehicles. The 18 miles and 50 minutes of our driving tour was comfortable as 

participants headed out through various communities. Our destination was Canora Road and the air-

port site for Vancouver Island Helicopters.  

 

The tour of the VIH hangers was extremely interesting with very qualified tour escorts guiding us and 

proudly telling us about the business of this premier British Columbia and Canada’s oldest privately 

owned air services company.  

 

It was obvious that the wind and wet weather conditions would curb any chance for helicopter flights 

on this Sunday but John had good news that the offer would be valid for the following Sunday. There 

was certainly nobody disappointed with the tour of VIH facilities and the various aircraft in the hang-

ers.  As a bonus those who had signed up for a flight could look forward to the next Sunday and 24 

members took advantage of that opportunity on March 20. 

 

Refreshments on this day were tastefully handled at Mary’s Bleue Moon Café.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Above left:   

Paul checks    

the mechanics. 

 

Above right: 

Norrie casually 

interested. 

 

Right: Some of  

the group at  

Bleue Moon Café. 
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April 17 to Camosun 
 
This Sunday run was to feature the newly constructed and just opened Centre for Trades Excellence and 

Innovation Complex.  I’ll call it the new Trades Building, as this nicely summarizes the importance and 

function of this facility. 

 

Our Chapter member and Camosun instructor for motor vehicle and metal trades, Patrick Jones, was our 

host for this afternoon visit. Pat had the mechanical trades centre in brilliant form to welcome our 30 ve-

hicles and 46 members.  Drivers of vintage vehicles were invited to park in the spacious interior of the au-

tomotive service technician “classroom”.  (It would be a disservice to call this facility a garage!)  

 

Following our welcome, Pat toured us from the large automotive facility, passing the many classrooms 

that include the welding shop, sheet metal and fabrication, into the heavy equipment area (very impres-

sive) and passing other classrooms until ending at the spacious and bright commons area.  The brilliantly 

sunny and warm day that we were experiencing provided a great introduction to this student hospitality 

area and the large windowed garage-type doors that opened to a stunning outdoor deck.  

 

 More than one of our members commented about the students who were fortunate to have such great fa-

cilities where they could further their education with first-class opportunities.  And we were lucky to have 

a deluxe tour that ended with refreshments compliments of our Chapter and arranged by Gordie and Jane 

Thomas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
           Portion of the new building.  (Photo from Camosun) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Great parking inside automotive “classroom”.   
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Christmas becomes summer – Heritage Acres 
 

Saanich Historical Artifacts Society or as currently branded, Heritage Acres, has in previous years, fea-

tured Christmas in the Village. This public event was held over the first two weekends of December. 

Over those years our Chapter has participated through the festive and lighted decoration of three build-

ings. As well we have volunteered on one of the six public evenings.   

 

Following a review of the Christmas 2015 festivities the Society has now decided that they would cancel 

Christmas in the Village and move on to other fund raising activities.  This decision will open other pro-

motional opportunities for SHAS. So now we have a stock of  Christmas lights that is surplus to require-

ments. This provides an opportunity for seasonal supplies to be offered at our November General Meet-

ing auction.  

 

The immediate plan for SHAS is to provide a Halloween weekend for the public.  Details are still to be 

finalized for that October event.   

 

As well there is a new opportunity on the horizon for SHAS.  The idea is to have a summer public event 

on August 6 that would feature local clubs offering their interests to the public.  At this point the sum-

mer event highlights Planes, Trains, Automobiles and Boats.  There has been one information meeting 

for possible participants and on behalf of our Chapter I attended that meeting. For us that could be a 

showing of some member’s cars. The organizers have a lot of work yet before the event is finalized and 

they don’t have a lot of time before August 6 is here.  

 
 .  

 
Collector Car Appreciation Day/Month 2016    
 

The Specialty Vehicle Association of  B.C. (SVABC) is pleased to announce that the Government of  BC 

has proclaimed July 09 and the Month of July as the Collector Car Appreciation Day and Month.  

 This is the third year the SVABC has been successful in having the Provincial Government recognize 

the impact these Car Enthusiasts contribute to local communities whether it be Charity organizations, 

School mechanic programs, Food Banks, or Car Shows. 
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Looking back  
Over the years many fun events have been held at the Fisher Farm. This gathering could have been 

the corn roast, but I say that without certainty.  Our first corn roast was in 1962 and that one was at 

Goldstream Park.  It was 6 years later when our Chapter held the first swap meet on Herald Street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead 
 

There is a new 2016 member-

ship roster, completed just last 

week and available by email or 

the other mail.    If you’re inter-

ested in this four page roster 

just contact Bill Bouchard.  Of 

course the regular roster from 

National will be available and 

mailed to all members within 

the next two months.   
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Happenings:  
Meeting and regular events.  If you’re so equipped take a regular tour of our website 

and if you are a friend with Facebook, keep an eye for pieces of information that regularly 

come through the many people that Liz Taylor has brought to our Facebook. 

 

May 3               General Meeting at 730 pm, St. Luke’s Church Hall 

         8              Sunday run, 1 pm meet and 130 pm departure from Forestry Centre 

         13-16      May Tour, Cruisin’ the Okanagan 

June 7             General Meeting at 730 pm, St. Luke’s Church Hall 

          19          Sunday Run, 1 pm meet and 130 pm departure for Father’s Day run 

          26          Our annual SWAP MEET, starts before 7 am 

*****Please note, NO General Meetings in July and August ***** 

July   5            Ice cream drive and feast, the 17th annual run for treats.  Meet at 7 pm    

            and leave at 730 pm from Forestry Centre 

August 14       Sunday run from regular place and at regular time 

September  6  General Meeting at 730 pm, St. Luke’s Church Hall 

       9-10-11 Island Challenge, sponsored by North Island Chapter 

      11   Corn Roast, Heritage Acres 

***** Please note, NO Sunday run in September ***** 

October 4        General Meeting at 730 pm, St. Luke’s Church Hall  

              16      Sunday run, 1 pm meet and 130 departure from Forestry Centre 

November 1    General Meeting and annual Elections for Executive and Committees 

                   13  Sunday Run with 1 pm meet and 130 pm departure  

December  4    Awards and Christmas Banquet, Gorge Vale Golf Course 

                   6    General Meeting and Member’s Appreciation, 730 pm 


