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President’s Message    (May Tour happenings) 

  

The Ladies and their cell phones 

 

We had arranged to escort Ron and Linda Moon, members of the HCCA from Olym-

pia, from Victoria to Qualicum for the Tour.  Rita and Lorna said they would like to 

travel with us, so we all met at the Comfort Inn at Admirals and Craigflower.  

Since we didn’t have walkie-talkies, Liz suggested that we exchange cell phone 

numbers in case we needed to contact each other.  We pulled out in convoy and 

kept our group of three cars pretty well together to the top of the Malahat.  On the 

way down the North side, I checked my mirror, and the Moons’ ’57 Chevy was 

there, but I could not see a ’41 DeSoto anywhere.  We pulled off onto Bamberton 

Road and  waited.  After a few minutes, I said to Liz, “Why don’t you call the ladies 

and see where they are?”  So, Liz called Lorna’s cell phone.  No answer.  Then she 

called Rita’s cell phone.  No answer.  Hoping that they had just missed the turnoff, 

we carried on.  As we were passing through Cowichan Bay, Liz called Rita’s phone 

again, and this time left a message.  About a mile later, her phone rang.  Rita had 

stopped to fix a window, then had taken the highway and would meet us in Che-

mainus.  We all laughed about exchanging numbers then not answering the phones 

(ringers turned off, phones in purses that cannot be heard, you know how it goes!) 

 

Lunch Stop 

Several people had asked me where we would be stopping for lunch.  By chance, we 

had stopped at the Lantzville Pub last February on our mid-winter getaway week-

end because we had a 2-for-1 coupon there.  I liked the idea of the Lantzville Pub 

because the food and service were both good, it has lots of good off-street parking 

and it is close enough to Qualicum to judge whether we could take back roads or 

needed to hurry on the highway for the start of the tour.  When we got there at 

about 12:15, there was a table of 8 people from our Club having lunch.  We were 7 
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A short time later another group of 8 people arrived.  The Pub sure got good value 

for the free lunch they gave us back in February! 

 

Friday Early Bird events 

We registered just about spot on 2:00 pm Friday.  Liz and Linda and some of the 

others went to the fashion show and tea.  Ron and I went in Ron’s ’57 Chevy to the 

two garage tours.  The first one was a heritage home with a multiple-car garage 

and a collection of primarily British cars.  A Humber Town Car sat out in front of 

the house, a Rolls Royce was in front of the garage.  A couple of fairly rare and un-

usual cars were also there.  A Standard sports car and a boat-tail speedster sat in 

front of the garage.  Inside, there was a Rover sedan and an old Austin 7 sat up on 

top of a work bench in the back corner.  The house was something of a museum, 

too.  The second stop featured vintage motorcycles, including a steam bike, a 

Brough Superior, a Pierce Arrow, an Indian, a Zenith, a Fabrique Nationale de 

Herstal, an Ariel and a Moto Guzzi.  Later, there was a meet-and-greet with a beer 

and wine bar and nibblies, and we caught up with some of the people that we had 

not seen since last year’s May Tour in Salmon Arm. 

 

Saturday Tour 

Those of us on the “Blue Tour” left Qualicum Beach heading North on the old Is-

land Highway 19A up to the Comox Valley.  Since it was such a nice, sunny day, we 

put our top down for the drive.  Had to turn the heater on in the morning, though!  

We toured around some of the back roads of Courtenay/Comox and ended up in 

Lewis Park in downtown Courtenay to eat our boxed lunches.  We had a visit from 

Larry, the Mayor, with his ’56 Ford convertible, who talked us into walking up the 

main street to “Hot Chocolate” where we bought ice cream cones.  This is a little too 

far to drive for our Ice Cream Run, and the parking isn’t very good anyway.  Most 

of us took the same way home, although I did give directions to the inland highway 

to a couple of people who seemed to be in a hurry to get back. 
 

Saturday Dinner 

Your assigned table numbers were on your ticket.  We were at table 5, which was 

the LAST table called to the buffet.  Although we waited about 40 minutes from 

the start, there was plenty of food left when we got there.  The good thing about as-

signed tables is that you get to meet other people that you would not ordinarily so-

cialize with.  We had a group from Kamloops at our table who were putting on a 

promo skit for May Tour 2013 next year.  Later, there was dancing to “Rukus”, who 

played a nice mix of music from the 50s, 60s and 70s. 

 

Sunday Tours 

Once again, we pulled out from Qualicum just before 9:00 with the top down and 

the heater on in beautiful sunshine.  Our Blue Tour went onto Highway 4, around 

Cameron Lake, through Cathedral Grove, up over the Hump and into Port Alberni.  

We parked by the train station down by the Quay and boarded the four rail cars 
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 pulled by a steam locomotive for the 40 minute ride out to the McLean Mill His-

toric Site.  We ate our boxed lunches and then were taken on a wonderful tour of 

the property where there were demonstrations of logging with a steam donkey, 

loading a logging truck, and sawing lumber with equipment powered by a steam 

boiler.  We were then taken back to town on the train, and we stopped at the old 

arena to see what was “new” in the Heritage Society’s workshop.  Then we came 

back to Parksville for a rest before the evening program. 

 

Sunday Awards Banquet 

This time, our assigned table was the first one to be called!  The organizers had ar-

ranged the seating so that all of the people with judged cars were in the tables close 

to the front of the room so that we did not have to wait for award winners to pick 

their way to the front.  Photos of the winning cars were projected on the front wall, 

making it easy to relate the awards to the cars.  This was very well done.  John 

Carlson made his presentations in under an hour, and the formal part of the eve-

ning wrapped fairly early. 

 

Monday 

We met for breakfast at the Rec Centre, then headed out for the leisurely drive 

home on the back roads in convoy.  We stopped in Chemainus for a comfort stop, 

then drove down by Cowichan Bay and up Bench Road to the Pioneer Restaurant 

at Whippletree Junction for lunch.  After lunch we continued on back roads to Cob-

ble Hill, taking Lovers’ Lane and driving by Sol Sante Resort (a “clothing optional” 

facility) to Shawnigan Lake and we arrived home at around 3:00 pm. 

 

Now to plan for next year in Kamloops, Paul.       Submitted by Paul Taylor 
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Whale of a May Tour 
Tales of a Traveling Adventure with Rita and Lorna in a 1941 DeSoto. 

 

It starts a week before the date of May 11, I had to get the car ready for traveling 

up to Qualicum.  So my check off list was, fill with gas, check and top with 10/30 

oil, take to Tires Unlimited and have them check the tires and I think we are good 

to go.  Ooops, almost forgot the hydraulic jack, just in case, and a small tool box.  

  

Picked up Lorna the morning of the 11th and met the Taylor’s and Ron & Linda 

from the USA at the Comfort Inn on Craigflower Rd.  We took each others cell 

numbers just in case of trouble, and off we went.  I had put my driver side window 

right down and when I was on the Highway I tried putting it up, and it had slipped 

its wheel a bit and jammed.  So when we got to the Malahat Summit, I pulled over 

and took out a trusty screwdriver and tried to loosen the window where it was 

stuck.  I did jiggle it a bit and moved it with my finger and it did roll up. After all 

that, I treated the window gently and never rolled it down fully.  I then found out 

that some fellow yelled to me that my brake lights weren’t working.  Oh darn, I 

need my brake lights.  In the mean time poor Liz and Paul were trying to call me 

on my cell phone, and when I did “turn it on” I had messages, frantic ones from Liz 

and Paul.  I called them back when we reached Mill Bay.  Sorry, I didn’t turn my 

phone on, and I was fixing my window, we will meet you at the lunch stop in 

Lanztville.  Don’t worry about us. 

   

Lorna and I enjoyed the lunch and the rest of the drive up to Qualicum and the 

whole weekend.  I did go to Parksville Chrysler Dealership and talked to a friend 

there and was given a number to another fellow old car enthusiast Jack Biickert 

and he suggested I go to Lordco and tell them what I needed.  I knew what I 

needed, a stoplight switch and I know where the old one is located.  I did get one.   

Doug Hudson of Courtenay, Pete Seward, and Harvey Sherman all said they would 

replace the old one with the new one.  I had a feeling that we had to bleed the 

brakes.  My car has Dot 5 and I didn’t think I had  extra in the car.  So I thanked 

the guys very much for their offer and Lorna and I just drove with the lights on day 

and night.  We would remind each other that the lights were on, when we parked. 

   

The Nanaimo Chapter did an amazing job of putting on the May Tour and the 

weather was exceptional.  Many thanks for the two great tours and thanks to my 

navigator, co-pilot, and traveling companion Lorna for an amazing 452 miles we 

traveled together. 

 

The DeSoto is all fixed and is ready to go on another trip. 

 

Submitted by Rita Green 
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Chapter Members May Tour Awards 
 

 Model T and Model A Ford category: 

  Pat Meehan -- 1912 T -- 1st place and Best of Class 

  Don Stevens -- 1930 Model A Pick-up -- 2nd place  

 

 Pre-War Domestic: 

  Les Vivian -- 1939 Buick Century -- 2nd place 

 

 50's category: 

  Ted Trotter -- 1955 Chev Bel Air -- 1st place 

 

 60's category: 

  Les Vivian -- 1966 Pontiac Parisienne -- 2nd place 

 

 John King -- 3rd in Valve Cover Races 

 

  And in the money was Les Vivian with $370 in the 50/50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise from top left:  Lunch at Lewis 

Park, steam powered bicycle, Alberni 

steam train ride to McLean steam mill, 

and vintage at rest.  
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Rockland celebrates Victoria 150 Anniversary 
 

The Rockland Neighbourhood Association has been awarded a grant to enable it to 

celebrate “The best that Rockland has to offer” in conjunction with Victoria 150’s 

celebration.  The event will take place on Saturday, September 8, 2012 from noon 

until 4 pm. 

 

Rockland is a unique neighbourhood with four cultural nodes not found elsewhere 

in the City. We have formed partnerships with all four, and they will be active par-

ticipants in our celebration.  The Langham Court Theatre is planning a fashion 

show “through the ages” that will celebrate fashion over the last 150 years and may 

show silent movies.  The Friends of Government House Gardens will give tours of 

the extensive gardens.  The Art Gallery of Greater Victoria is planning a book 

launch and a historical display of the home of the Art Gallery.  They will also hold 

an Open House with Rockland artists on site with free admission for Rockland resi-

dents.  Craigdarroch Castle will be the site of events on the lawn with musicians, 

children’s activities, croquet matches, etc. 

 

In addition, the Hallmark Heritage Society will bring a display of Rockland’s archi-

tectural heritage from the earliest days to the present.  We are inviting members 

of the Vintage Car Club of Victoria to bring cars from different eras for 

residents to view.  These would be on display on the grounds of Govern-

ment House.  We are looking for other types of vehicles as well to show the 

diversity in vehicles over the years.  Any one who is willing to display 

their vintage vehicles is most welcome. 

 

In the spirit of a “birthday celebration” we will have a large birthday cake to be cut 

in a ceremony at Craigdarroch Castle.  We will also distribute copies of our recently 

redesigned Rockland neighbourhood walking tours so that visitors can discover for 

themselves the unique nature of Rockland’s architectural heritage. 

 

The Association intends to promote this event throughout the City, not just in the 

Rockland neighbourhood, to bring citizens from other areas to discover the flavour 

of Rockland.  To help promote the September 8th event, we are planning a Rock-

land-wide Garage Sale on August 18th.  At that time we will hand out flyers adver-

tising the event. 

 

John Edwards 
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May 20 in Esquimalt 
 

May 20 was our day for this Sunday run, a week later than normal as we respected 

the annual National May Tour the week earlier.  Heinz put this outing together 

and arranged for our group to be reserved at the Princess Mary in West Bay Ma-

rina Village.   

 

There were 15 vintage vehicles, 23 memberships and 37 people gathered at our 

usual departure point.  Included in this group were associate members Bonner 

Neeve and Doreen Poole, who were visiting from Blind Bay (Shuswap Chapter). 

Also enjoying our vehicles were young members of a drama class from Colquitz 

School.  They were outfitted appropriately for their upcoming performance and 

they certainly complimented many of our vehicles in period correct clothing. 

 

This was one of our shorter outings but with the quality of a circuit of the Gorge 

Inlet and then a scenic neighbourhood drive through some beautiful residential 

streets of Esquimalt.  As noted previously we ended at “the Mary” and enjoyed the 

food and the scenic location.   
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Vinettes “just having fun” 
Another relaxing and social gathering of 11 Vinettes was well planned for the May 

21 lunch at the residence of Dolores Stevens.  No serious business was discussed, 

just a great experience in hospitality.   

 

Next on the calendar is a June evening at Joan Huddleston’s town home on the 

peninsula.  Then there will be the annual  get together with spouses at the Huddle-

ston’s Shawnigan Lake cottage.  That fun event will be on August 18.  July will be 

a month with no Vinette activity. 

 

Thanks Dolores for the information. 
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Chapter Happenings 
Meetings and Chapter runs: 

Next Regular Meetings - Tuesday June 5  

                                          Tuesday Sept. 4 

     Tuesday July 3 is our annual Ice Cream run (see below)  

 

Next Sunday Runs - Sunday June 17, hosted by Barb and Al Kent 

                                  Sunday July 15, a poker run hosted by Brent Morrison 

 

Entertainment at meeting:  

Tuesday June 5 - Chris Klausen will be with us for his presentation about the       

                      tragic sinking of the Empress of Ireland.  

 

Special Events:   

 

  Our hugely successful, much sought after and highly                                                                

          anticipated Swap Meet is on Sunday June 24. We still need    

                             volunteers.  

  

Cars and members are welcome to show our flag and help with very worthwhile 

senior’s events on Saturday June 9 at Berwick House Elk Lake, Friday June 15 for 

a Father’s Day event at Marrion Village where they are looking for 10-15 vintage 

cars and there will be a hamburger BBQ, and Monday June 18 at The Victorian on 

Feltham where we are welcome to show our vehicles and join residents at lunch. 

 

 Ice Cream Run - Tuesday July 3, 7 pm meet at McCalls on Johnson St. for a 

short run and then a delicious ice cream treat at an as yet undisclosed dairy 

bar! 

 

Chrome “n” Wheels - on July 7 join the Navy during Formation Fun Day at HMCS 

Naden on the parade square.  Car show and judging, plus other activities complete 

with refreshments.  $10 entry fee and registration by June 25.   

 

I have received no classified but I have one correction.  John King is looking for  

Chevrolet (not the other GM product)  parts.   

 

 

  

 

 

A new membership list, complete with member’s phone numbers and email ad-

dresses is available.  Let your Editor know if you would like a copy.   


