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President’s Message 

   
 

Next  General  

Meeting  

 

 

Tues. June 7 

  

 

 

All meetings are at St. 

Luke’s Church Hall at 

730 pm. 

 

Refreshments, auction 

and possible entertain-

ment to follow meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next  Sunday run 

 

Sun. June 19 

  

 

 

All Sunday runs leave 

from the Forestry Cen-

tre on West Burnside, at 

1:30 pm  

Liz and I would like to thank our Powell River friends for their 

hospitality, for our planning trip last September and for the 

wonderful April Tour this year.  There were only three sunny 

days in April and we got them all.  Our Tour went very well, and 

the few surprises along the way were all good ones!  See the 

Tour report in this newsletter, or check it out, complete with pic-

tures, under the “Special Events” tab on our website. 

 

 The Swap Meet is fast approaching and we still have some spots 

to fill on our volunteer lists.  Please help us fill these spots if you 

are able.  Many of our members are accepting more than one 

shift and we are down to asking our family and friends and their 

friends.  Please contact Marc Brown (outside – gates,  parking, 

etc.) or Liz Taylor (inside concession) if you can help us out.  This 

is very important for our Chapter as it is a high profile event and 

the net revenue keeps our membership dues low and our oppor-

tunities for activities high.  Thank you! 

 

 Other upcoming events include the Berwick House Second An-

nual Vintage Car Show on Saturday June 11th.  This is at their 

Royal Oak location at 4680 Elk Lake Drive. We are hopeful that 

we get better weather for this event, and for our Sunday Run on 

Father’s Day, June 19th   and the Swap Meet on Sunday June 

26th.  Liz and I are looking at options for the annual Ice Cream 

Run on Tuesday July 5th.  We have ordered top-down weather for 

that evening so mark you calendars! 

 

 We enjoyed the special drive that our Chapter registrants took 

in getting to the May Tour and of course we all had a great time 

at the May Tour in Shuswap Country. 

 

Paul Taylor, President 
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 Sunday runs could be sunnier! 
 
Sunday April 17 
John King organized and led us on this “driver’s tour” that took us through a number of back 

roads of our western communities, including a highlight into the Highlands.  The typical spring 

weather this year was kind to us and didn’t require use of the vacuum wipers. The refreshment 

break was at the end of our run in Brentwood Bay, in the restaurant right next to the busiest 

little ferry terminal on that day.  There was a surplus of travelers for the ferry because of the 

Malahat closure and those people over that day had pretty well scraped the pastries off the 

shelves of the Seahorses Café. But then who needs mid-afternoon treats on a Sunday after-

noon?  Fun stuff! 

 

 
Sunday May 15 
  This is now a much anticipated outing, a drive to and a visit at Rob and Josephine Hill’s 

Ragley Farm. Gordie and Jane had set up the day for us and Jane let the way, with Gordie out 

of town at the Monroe Swap Meet. The drive is very comfortable through the rural roads of our 

western communities.  The ultimate destination is even more comfortable with the home baked 

pastries that Josie had available. As usual we were joined by the Studebaker Club as they had 

a meeting planned for this day.  Our weather was “damp” and this kept the real vehicles at 

home and our participation on the low end.  But for those of us who ventured out, it was all 

worth it. Next year break out the sun!   
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 Vinettes, a night at the movies! 
Staying with the social theme, the Vinettes enjoyed a night at the movies at Rita’s house!  I’m 

certain that they enjoyed “The King’s Speech” because the movie is very good and the cater-

ing featured more than popcorn.  In fact, it is rumored that the event included pizza, bever-

ages, decadent desserts, and a featured wine. Apparently this movie night was a first but I 

don’t think it will be the last feature. 

 

I hope that they took notes as this could be great entertainment for a general meeting.  Just 

think, popcorn and cartoons!!   

 

Coming real soon — and later 
  
Whatzit? Or is it What’s It?  In any case that’s the scheduled entertainment for our Tuesday 

June 7 meeting.  Bring a questionable item or items, perhaps something that could possibly 

stump other members or items that have stumped you for years. You never know, somebody 

at the meeting could have the answer to that question, What’s It?  Or is that Whatzit? 

 

Our Sunday run on Father’s Day June 19 is to a surprise destination with a surprise organ-

izer.  It’s no surprise that we leave from the same location at the same time.  See you there. 

 

The ever popular and very filling ice cream run is set for Tuesday July 5.  Paul and Liz have 

this in hand and we’ve heard that they are still toiling with their full research program, in-

cluding the taste testing!  

 

Our Victoria Swap Meet is set for Sunday June 26.  It takes a lot of organization and all of 

our membership for volunteering some time on the Saturday for setup and the Sunday for 

hosting the day. If your name isn’t confirmed on the volunteer list please give Marc Brown a 

call or call Liz if you can assist in the concession.   

 

  

 

  

 
 .     
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Website Activity 
The most active website in VCCC land is full of facts, pictures, and information.  Our webpage 

is regularly updated by Liz Taylor (our web guru) and it has certainly set the bar high for other 

Chapters.  If you missed a Sunday run, go to vccc.com, click on Victoria Chapter and read all 

about the run you missed. Look for pictures of our numerous activities and check out previous 

newsletters.   

 

The Vancouver Island Calendar of Events was an initiative from Liz and you can look for ac-

tivities scheduled by all four Island Chapters.  We’re hopeful that Powell River will be provid-

ing information and that will be added to the site.  

 

If you’re into the Facebook phenomena, then check out our Victoria Chapter Facebook. You can 

reach our Facebook through our website.  Sign on and become a Facebook member! 

 

Swap Meet— Sunday June 26. . 
Volunteers are still needed!!  That is, Victoria Chapter members are 

needed!!  Members are required to help for a short two hours—at the admission 

gate, traffic direction, supervising the car show area (a sit down job), clean up and 

other very easy positions. 

 

AND a few members are required to volunteer at our Inside Concession.  Four ad-

ditional members can commit to a two hour shift for the coffee/pop (sit on a stool), 

cash and general help. 

 

This Swap Meet is THE financial generator for our Chapter and it is THE car ac-

tivity for Vancouver Island.  It is this Swap Meet that keeps our membership 

dues low and our activity rate high. 

 

Please phone Marc Brown  250-652-0169 
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 “Strait Across to Powell River” – April Tour 2011 

 

This year’s April Tour was our ninth April event.  Twenty people in ten vintage cars traveled 

about 420 miles, from Victoria to Powell River and back.  This was our longest tour to date – 

four days and three nights.  The weather was outstanding, with sunny skies right through un-

til Sunday.  Rain showers started at the ferry terminal and followed us all the way home. 

Thursday, April 21 was a bright and promising day as we started with breakfast at The Che-

quered Flag in Langford.  Lunch was in Nanaimo and then we had a short stop to check out 

The Concrete Jungle. Comox, and the Port Augusta Inn was our first night’s accommodation. 

We enjoyed a pleasant happy hour, sitting in the sun and socializing outside by the cars.  After 

dinner at the Island Tides Restaurant we took the short drive to Crown Isle Resort where our   

group was treated to a tour of the Classic Car Museum in the resort, as well as coffee and deli-

cious desserts – compliments of Crown Isle.  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was the Friday morning ferry from Comox where everyone boarded the 10:10 a.m. ferry 

for Powell River. We enjoyed a very calm crossing and on arrival in Powell River we were met   

by some members of the Powell River Chapter of the VCCC, who led us through town and out 

to Lund for lunch.  We enjoyed a special parking area for the vintage cars, with many townsfolk 

and tourists enjoying the vehicles.  The Boardwalk Restaurant, overlooking picturesque Lund 

Harbour, was the venue for a great lunch – attended by the Victoria group and ten of the local 

members.  After touring Lund, the group made their way back to Powell River and checked into 

the Town Centre Hotel.  After another sunny afternoon happy hour in the courtyard of the ho-

tel, the tour left to drive to The Shinglemill Pub & Bistro on the shore of Powell Lake, which 

provided wonderful food and scenic views of the forested mountains surrounding the gorgeous 

lake.  The Friday Night Special was Prime Rib – which was savoured by several of our tour 

participants; and no one went away hungry!!  To finish off the evening, the group drove over to 

The Flying Club at the Powell River Airport – for a Meet & Greet gathering hosted by the Pow-

ell River Chapter.  Thank you to local chapter member Jan Gisborne for sharing her tasty 

homemade beverages! 

 

We awoke on Saturday, April 23rd, to another lovely sunny day.  Since some of the Powell River 

members traditionally meet at A & W for breakfast and coffee on Saturdays, some of our tour 

participants joined in.  At 9:00 a.m., everyone met in the back parking lot of the hotel, and off 

we went for a great day of touring. 

Our first stop was Springtime Nursery.  Dave and Jane were our hosts for this stop – which in-
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cluded two garages, a busy nursery and garden centre, peacocks and a rooster named Rod 

Stewart!  The garages were outstanding, both inside and out.  One has a painting on the garage 

door of a classic photo of fellows standing around the front of a car with its hood up.  The other 

has been decorated on the outside to replicate an old-time village street with various store-

fronts.  There were lovely cars inside, as well as many other collectible artifacts and memora-

bilia. 

 

Next stop was just a short drive up the road to Lee and Chris’ home.  They have a wonderful 

large property and several garages.  Homemade muffins and cookies, and coffee, were available 

to participants, as they viewed some beautifully restored cars and other collectibles.  After a 

pleasant stay, the group moved on to Skeeter Jack’s, south of town, for lunch. 

Back on the road again, we visited the amazing woodworking shop and home of Ted and Deb.   

The fellows were given a tour of the shop by Ted, while Deb toured the ladies through their   

stunning and unique home, which showcases much of Ted’s woodworking skills (furniture, 

doors, moldings, etc.) 

 

The next stop on the tour was at Stan and Jan’s home, called Hammer Valley Ranch.  

McLaughlin Buicks live here, as well as a Corvette and a Packard.  They also have a lovely 

trout pond (which they share with the bears and herons!) and bee hives too 

. 

The final garage tour stop was at Hugh’s place, to look at his T and A’s, as well as some Mete-

ors in various stages of restoration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Folks returned to the hotel to refresh in the cozy courtyard, before heading off to the Curling 

Rink for a pot-luck dinner, hosted by the Powell River members.  Brittany, the daughter of one 

of the members, had brightly decorated the banquet room in an Easter theme.  After dinner 

and a few speeches, guests went on their way – with one lucky person at each table receiving a 

nice Easter plant pot and flowers. 

 

Up, up and away, bright and early, to get to the ferry terminal with lots of time to spare.  It 

started to rain just before we boarded the ferry, and it stayed with us all the way home.  Most 

folks had waited and ate their breakfasts on the ferry.  Paul had planned a scenic route back 

down-Island, from the ferry terminal to Parksville, using back roads where possible.  Lunch 

was the final official event of the tour and that took place at Boston Pizza, just south of Parks-

ville.  Everyone dispersed at that point and made their way home.  

We would like to thank all the VCCC Powell River Chapter members for their warm welcome 
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and generosity; and in particular, Dan & Bonnie Robinson, Lee & Chris Koleszar and Stan & 

Jan Gisborne for all their help and hospitality during our planning visit.   Our friends, Al & 

Irene Tuck were very helpful in planning the Comox portion of the tour.  Thanks also to the 

members of the VCCC Victoria Chapter who continue to support this event.  Our next tour will 

be our 10th and we have been thinking about a really special tour to celebrate that milestone. 

 

Stay tuned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul & Liz Taylor  

 

Tour participants 

 

Gordie & Jane Thomas    Bob & Joan Huddleston 

Don & Dolores Stevens    Les & Rose Vivian 

Gordon & Audrey Boyd    Mark & Sue Fisher 

Tom & Helen Fisher    Rita Green & Lorna Steer 

Harvey & Sue Sherman    and yours truly Paul & Liz Taylor 

 

“Spark Your Dream” 
 

 

If  you attended our regular meeting on March 4, 2008 you were introduced to a very positive 

“dream”. Unfortunately for me I was on holiday and missed that meeting, missing also the in-

spiration behind "Spark Your Dream".  

 

On January 25, 2000 Candelaria and Herman Zapp left their home in Argentina, headed for 

Alaska in a 1928 Graham-Paige.  It was their dream to visit Alaska and to experience a posi-

tive journey of people and places.  On September 11, 2003 they reached Alaska after over 

43,000 miles. Not only did they reach Alaska but they felt their journey wasn’t complete until 

they received special permission and drove in freezing temperatures and on frozen roads to 

Prudhoe Bay. 

 

The Zapp's departed as two in 2000 and now after 11 years of travel and about 150,000 miles 

they are a family of 6.  They have experienced people and adventures in over two dozen coun-

tries and they are still traveling, presently on their Asian visits. 

 

Their book "Spark Your Dream" is a wonderful read, full of their dreams and providing inspira-

tion on every page.  Sales from this book contribute to supporting their journey.  I borrowed 

"Spark Your Dream" from the library but I will be buying copies for myself and a few friends. 

 

Bill 
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 Congrats from May Tour 
All of our Chapter members who attended the recent May Tour had a great time but extra 

hardware on the way home made it a very special May Tour for John King and Jim & Val 

Schoffstoll. 

 

 John King won a 1st Place, in the Forties Class, for his 1947 Buick Super Convertible. 

Jim & Val Schoffstoll won the Long Distance Award (775.72 km) in their 1941 Chev Special De-

luxe. 

John King won the prestigious Valve Cover Race with his VIH Special racer. 

 

 

Thanks Liz for the information. 

Autos are named 
William C. Durant created GM in 1908 and lost the company to bankers in 1910.  To get back 

in the game, Durant had a member of Buick’s racing team create a new car.  Louis Chevrolet 

obliged but the left the company shortly after the car was launched in 1912.  Oddly enough, the 

first V8 powered Chevrolet was produced in 1917, not 1955 as is commonly thought. 

 

Walter Percy Chrysler rose through the ranks of GM until 1919, when he quit his job as Buick’s 

president.  Walking out with $10 million, he landed at Willys-Overland before taking over Max-

well Motors.  There, in 1924, he launched the Chrysler.  Willys built the Jeep during World 

War 2.  Jeep is now owned by Chrysler. 

 

Thanks Harry Page for forwarding this material. 

And once more 
 

Victoria Chapter Swap Meet—Sunday June 26, 7am stalls open 

Volunteers needed, contact Marc Brown 

 

Next Sunday run—Sunday June 19 (and it’s Father’s Day!) 

 

Annual Ice Cream event—Tuesday July 5, 7 pm 

Meet at McCall’s parking lot for brief meeting 

And then it’s off for ice cream 

 


