
  

 Victoria Vintage View 
     Newsletter of the Victoria Chapter 
 

I’ll start by thanking those members who have assisted with this newsletter through their articles, in-

formation and pictures. A special thank you for the interest in your newsletter.  

While I wasn’t on the Canada 150 Tour (replacing the May Tour), the article in this newsletter from 

Paul Taylor gave me a good sense of the enjoyment and camaraderie experienced by the participants. 

There were numerous quality destinations, valuable points of interest and of course always the food.  

A few of our members visited the Fairgrounds on June 28 to greet participants of the Canadian Coast to 

Coast Tour. They were also treated to muffins made by Jane, Liz and Karen. This tour started in Victo-

ria with the traditional dipping of the wheels in our west coast ocean.  Departure from Victoria was on 

June 29 and the group is scheduled to arrive in St. John’s Newfoundland on September 1st.    

The major activity for our Chapter is the annual Swap Meet and on June 24/25 many of our members 

came together to ensure a successful meet.  On Saturday there is the significant preparation of the 

grounds, concession and inside stalls.  Then of course on Sunday there is the Swap Meet that seems to 

start earlier in the morning every year, with buyers starting to arrive an hour before the published 

opening, eager to get on with the day! 

I won’t attempt to recognize all of the volunteers because I would be sure to miss a person and that 

wouldn’t be fair. Organizers and volunteers know who they are!  I will however, be certain to recognize 

and thank our co-chairs Karen and David Hilder.  This was their third year holding the overall respon-

sibility for the meet and I’m sure of the appreciation from all of our members for the personal attention 

that they have put toward successful events.  Thank you Karen and David.  

Next year the Victoria Chapter will host our 50th annual Swap Meet.  That’s a significant milestone as 

the few organizers for that September 1968 Swap Meet would never have thought of the legacy they 

would provide. Now we’re hosting a very popular and social event that is supported by membership and 

enjoyed by our guests. 

The rewards coming from the Swap Meet are substantial. It certainly fills a resource for people interest-

ed (and addicted) to the car hobby.  The gathering of people with a common interest generates a social 

atmosphere. Our members who volunteer experience “job” satisfaction and there is the revenue to our 

Chapter. 

It is this revenue from the Swap Meet that subsidizes everything we do in our Chapter. Our member-

ship fee of $5 for the year ($45 of your $50 payment goes to National) is the same as it was in 1961. Ben-

efits include our free social activities, including refreshments at meetings, the ice cream run, corn roast, 

New Years Day venue/refreshments and member appreciation evening.  Then there is the financial as-

sistance for hall rental, newsletter, awards banquet and more.  But you get the picture! 

                                                                                                                                      Cont’d on next page 

                                                                                                                                         

 July—August 2017                                      Editor—Bill Bouchard 
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We have many key factors to discuss as we prepare for our 50th anniversary Swap Meet on Sunday June 

24, 2018.  It could come down to the importance and resources of volunteers. As we plan  ahead for host-

ing our 50th Swap Meet next year we have a requirement for membership discussion, decisions and ac-

tion.  Your Executive decided at our late June meeting that there should be this discussion at our Sep-

tember 5 General Meeting. 

Please mark your calendar to attend this very important General Meeting on Tuesday September 5. In 

the meantime here are a few pictures from our 2017 Swap Meet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures clockwise from top left—Paul Taylor and Kurt Hansen on the grill, Bob Tuttle, Jill Howard from Telus, and Joan 

Huddleston flipping burgers, a part of the outside action and a couple of the inside stalls.  On the left at the bottom is an en-

trance to our Car Corral and on the right an interesting collection of stuff for sale.   

 

Bill Bouchard, Editor 
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Canada 150 Tour for Victoria participants 
Paul Taylor kindly wrote this article and provided some of the pictures on these pages.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday June 6, 2017. 

Our Victoria group of Jamie & Sherrill Cox (1963 Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible), Kurt & Darlene 

Hansen (1976 Buick LeSabre), David & Karen Hilder (1966 Beaumont Convertible), John King (1969 

Plymouth Barracuda), Harvey & Sue Sherman (1966 Plymouth Valiant Convertible), Don & Dolores 

Stevens (1967 Mustang), Paul & Liz Taylor (1968 Oldsmobile Cutlass S Convertible), Gordie & Jane 

Thomas (modern car), Bob & Sandra Tuttle (1966 Ford Thunderbird, plus a rental car) met aboard the 

11:00 am sailing from Swartz Bay.  Most of us spent the crossing in the Pacific Buffet on the Spirit of 

Vancouver Island. We gathered at the causeway pull out and waited for most of the ferry traffic to 

pass, then we headed out to follow a back roads route to Chilliwack.  We arrived in time to check into 

our rooms before collecting our tour packages.  We went to Mooyah for a burger and a milkshake be-

fore crossing the highway to Chilliwack Heritage Park and Achelitz Museum for the welcoming meet 

and greet.  Mileage today – 68 miles from the Tsawwassen ferry terminal. 
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 Wednesday, June 7th. 

After breakfast in the Hotel, we took the old Yale Road and Highway 7 to Hope, then Highway 3 to 

Princeton for lunch at the Country Cupboard.  Then we followed Highway 5A up through Aspen 

Grove and Merritt for an ice cream stop at the old Quilchena Hotel.  We got to Kamloops and checked 

into our rooms before heading to Valleyview Centennial Park.  The Kamloops Chapter provided din-

ner while we were entertained by the Kamloops Rube Band.  Sherrill Cox won a Lordco gift certifi-

cate in the draw. She gave it to Jamie for him to use while she checked out one of the quilting shops 

listed in the Tour Book.  

Many of us pre-registered here for the 2018 May Tour in Campbell River.  Mileage today: 120 miles 

to Princeton, then 115 miles to Kamloops. 

 

 

Thursday, June 8th. 

After breakfast in the Hotel, we headed up Highway 5 to Little Fort.  Then we did a hill climb for 

about 8 miles and on into Sheridan Lake for lunch at Wildman’s Family Restaurant.  After lunch we 

took the Horse Lake Road to 100 Mile House, and it was a good thing that we had the roof up when 

the thunder shower hit!  We were able to get into our rooms for a rest before we gathered at the 

South Cariboo Rec Centre for a hamburger barbeque.  This “Show’n Shine” (including many addition-

al cars from the local group) turned into more of a “Sit’n Drip” as the rain fell off and on while we 

were there. Sue Sherman won a ball cap in the ticket draw.  Mileage today: 102 to the lunch stop, 

then 25 into 100 Mile. 

Friday, June 9th. 

Breakfast in the Motel, then we headed north for a stop at the 108 Mile Heritage Park.  Off to lunch 

in Williams Lake, where we put on a parade through town and continued on to Quesnel.  The Ques-

nel chapter took us to three members’ places for a garage tour, then we returned to our Motel and 

picked up some pizza for a dinner of pizza and beer.  Mileage today: 60 miles. 
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                       Three in the back seat.  Sue, Jane, and Liz. 

Saturday, June 10th. 

Breakfast at the Motel, then we headed out the Barkerville Highway.  We stopped at Cottonwood 

House Historic Site for a tour, then continued on to Barkerville for lunch.  Many of us watched the 

live theatre performance and wandered around town for a few hours.  We came back to our Motel in 

Quesnel and went out for a Chinese buffet dinner.  Mileage today: 120 miles. 

Sunday, June 11th. 

Breakfast at the Motel, then we continued north with a stop at the very interesting Cinema Second 

Hand store.  Lunch was at the 97 Diner in Hixon, then we drove to Prince George.  There was time 

for a Happy Hour then off to the Prince George Railway Museum for a dinner of lasagne and Cae-

sar salad put on by the Prince George Chapter.  Victoria Chapter associate member Gordon Botten 

and his family greeted us as we arrived at the Museum.  We walked around the grounds and looked 

at (and climbed on!) many of the old railway rolling stock.  We gathered the Victoria group together 

here for a group shot.  Jamie Cox won a bottle of wine in the draw.  Mileage today: 26 to Cinema, 14 

to lunch at Hixon, 37 to the Motel and a couple to and from the Railway Museum.  John King left 

the tour and continued on the Ft. St. John to visit his son. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Harvey and Sue at Pioneer Homes                               Jamie and Sherrill at 108 Historic Site 
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Monday, June 12th. 

Time to turn around and head South to Williams Lake.  Lunch was at the Laughing Loon, and then we 

went for a tour of Pioneer Log Homes.  If you are familiar with HGTV’s Timber Kings, this is the place!  

We had a fascinating tour of their facility where some 6 log homes are under construction.  The facility 

is enormous and the owners and staff are very welcoming and gave interesting and humorous accounts 

of their operation.  Back to town, where we did a show’n shine and a hamburger barbeque, which was 

hosted by Pioneer Log Homes at the Williams Lake Visitor Centre.  Pioneer’s influence at the Visitor 

Centre was evident in the design and construction of the building.  Two chainsaw carvings of a tree 

(about 3 feet tall) were auctioned off with proceeds to a Kidney charity.  Mileage today: 152 miles, plus 

the few miles to and from Pioneer. 

 David Hilder at Pioneer Log Homes,                                      Special chainsaw skills are displayed.                

  

Tuesday June 13th 

Breakfast in the Motel, and then we continued south through 100 Mile House.  We stopped in Clinton 

for coffee and comfort.  Lunch was in Ashcroft, where the Lions Club provided hamburgers and salad.  

Then we took Highway 97C through Logan Lake to Merritt.  We did a show’n shine in downtown Mer-

ritt (this time in sunshine) while we went for dinner at a local restaurant.  Mileage today: 100 miles to 
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Wednesday, June 14th. 

After breakfast in the Motel, we took Highway 8 out to Spence’s Bridge, and then went down the Fra-

ser Canyon to Hope for lunch at the Home Restaurant.  We took the back roads into Chilliwack, and 

stopped at the Birchwood Dairy for ice cream.  After we checked into our Hotel, we took a shuttle bus 

to Terry & Donna Johnson’s place where the final wind-up dinner and valve cover races were held in 

their garage.  It’s too bad John wasn’t here with his valve cover racer!  Mileage today: 135 to Hope, 60 

miles to the Dairy, 17 miles to the Hotel. 

Thursday, June 15th. 

This was a dull and rainy day, a fitting end to the Tour. After breakfast in the Hotel, we took the usual 

back roads route along 16th Avenue towards White Rock, and up Highways 99 and 17 to the 11:00 am 

ferry.  Home again.  Mileage today: 40 miles to the Tsawwassen ferry terminal. 

As Kurt Hansen said “We enjoyed the wildlife we encountered such as black bear/moose/coyote/deer/

porcupine/ravens/eagles. Sure nice to see nature at “work” and healthy cheers, Kurt &Darlene Hansen 

 

Model T Barney Oldfield Run  
A damp and dull morning certainly didn’t deter Model T 

owners, their observers, our Chapter organizers, and 

people who were out to enjoy the activities.  Marc Brown 

took responsibility for the event this year, our Chapter 

provided some funding and Paul Taylor, along with Liz, 

brought their catering skills to the event.   

The run was set to generally follow the original plan for 

the first run in 1974, that is to drive to the old National 

Motors site on Yates Street and back to the starting 

point of the Prospect Lake Community Hall. The earlier 

years had the run starting and ending at the Barney 

Oldfield service station at Sparton Road and West Saan-

ich.  After the almost one hour drive, the winning driver 

was Bruce Esplen, a member of our Chapter.   
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Ice Cream Double Scoop 
This was the 18th annual ice cream run, an event that 

has always been popular with our members.  Our July 4 

evening run was highlighted by the gathering at the 

Sherman property, after all it is the ice cream, sprin-

kles and cake that is the main attraction for a summer 

evening.  Of course let’s not sell short the fun of a sum-

mer drive in vintage vehicles and the social interchange 

on the manicured lawns at the Sherman’s.   

The drive was organized and led by Liz and Paul Tay-

lor.  Our hosts for the evening were Sue and Harvey 

Sherman with Sue preparing the beverages and Harvey 

preparing the grounds. Ice cream and cake treats are 

competently dished out by Jane Thomas.  A great team 

for a superb evening.   

Sunday Run—May 21 
This Sunday run was a Heinz production, with a descriptive title of “Through the Woods”.  The woods 

in this case were the wilds of Broadmead.  Then Cordova Bay was a part of 

this very civilized mix and  Med Grill was the refreshment destination.  

Twenty two cars and thirty-six people took part on this perfect weather 

day.  Thanks Heinz for organizing this run.   

 

 

 

Camosun Trades Awards 
Camosun College held their annual awards ceremony for the 

Trades on May 30.  Paul Taylor and Bill Bouchard attended, 

participating in the very impressive presentation and enjoy-

ing the following reception.  Our Vintage Car Club of Cana-

da, Victoria Chapter, R. Lawrence Memorial Award was pre-

sented to Daniel Daigle. This is awarded to a full-time auto-

motive service technician or apprenticeship student who 

achieves high theory and practical marks.  Daniel is a solid 

recipient and strongly represents our Chapter interests.  He 

is currently employed at Marigold Garage and also keeps ex-

tra busy with his automotive activities at his home shop.  We 

received a very nice letter of thanks from Daniel.                        Daniel Daigle is second from left. 
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CARE HOME VISITS 
 

June 19th – Luther Court. 

Members and their cars:  Les & Rose Vivian – ’39 Buick, Heinz Mueller – ’54 Chevrolet, Gordie & Jane 

Thomas – ’34 Oldsmobile, Paul Taylor – ’38 Oldsmobile, Don & Dolores Stevens – ’67 Mustang, Brent & 

Martha Morrison – ’37 LaSalle, Harvey Sherman – ’66 Valiant. 

June 20th – Sidney All Care. 

Members and their cars: Les & Rose Vivian—’91 Cadillac, Jamie & Sherrill Cox – ’63 Oldsmobile, Brent 

Morrison – Cadillac, David & Karen Hilder – ’66 Beaumont.  Al & Barb Kent – Scooter and dash plaque 

collection. 

June 23rd – Oak Bay Lodge. 

Members and their cars: Paul Taylor – ’68 Cutlass, John King – ’69 Barracuda, Don & Dolores Stevens 

– ’67 Mustang.  Oak Bay Lodge hosted a hot dog barbeque for our members and their residents. 

June 27th – Gorge Road Hospital. 

Members and their cars: Paul Taylor – ’38 Oldsmobile, John King – ’64 Buick Wildcat, Brent Morrison – 

’37 LaSalle.  There were dishes of ice cream and live entertainment on their patio. 

July 20th—Glenwarren Lodge. 

Members and their cars: Paul Taylor—’38 Oldsmobile, Don & Dolores Stevens – 1967 Mustang, John 

King—1969 Barracuda, Heinz Mueller—1954 Chevrolet, Brent Morrison—1937 LaSalle.  Don reported 

that the promised designated parking did not materialize, neither did the anticipated ice cream. Still 

the people that viewed the cars were delighted to do so and this makes it all worthwhile.   

A special thanks to Paul Taylor for bringing these events together and for providing the attendance information and some of 

the pictures.  Thanks also to Don Stevens for contributing material, including photos of the visit to Glenwarren  Lodge.   
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Happenings 

St. Luke’s Church Family Day 

Our General Meeting facility for over the past twenty years, St. Luke’s Church, will be hosting their 

annual Family Day festivities on Saturday September 9.  And again our members are invited to be at 

the party with a display of our vintage vehicles. So for those members who are not heading to the Is-

land Autumn Tour in the Cowichan Valley, consider enjoying the St. Luke’s Family Day on Saturday 

September 9, between 10 am and 2 pm.  It’s fun, it’s relaxing and there’s complimentary barbecue burg-

ers and salad.  Please let Paul Taylor know if you are coming to the party.   

Autumn Island Tour 

The 18th annual Island Challenge is scheduled for Friday September 8 to Sunday September 10 in the 

Cowichan Valley.  All years of vintage and collectable vehicles are welcome. For more information you 

can check our website or call Tom Tams at 250-748-3450 

Victoria Chapter Corn Roast—Sunday September 10 

For free corn-on-the-cob, hot dogs, drinks, and goodies plus the much enjoyed company of your fellow 

members and the complimentary train rides, plan to attend our annual corn roast on Sunday Septem-

ber 10. All of this is courtesy of some profits from our swap meet. We usually start around noon. 

Vinettes—40th Anniversary 

As noted in the previous newsletter our Victoria Chapter Vinettes are approaching their 40th anniver-

sary.  The following copy is taken directly from a history of the Victoria Vinettes, as written by Dolores 

Stevens.  

In the beginning: An enthusiastic group of ten met on December 13, 1977.   

Aims: To be a supportive group to the car club. To get to know one another better, offering a closer, 

friendlier communication among the women. 

First major project: To assist with the 1979 Tartan Tour. 

Fundraising a must: Our first tentative steps were to hold a Spring Bazaar at the Hillside Mall.  Over-

whelming support from all V.C.C.C. members contributed to a profit of $520.73. 

 
Left—A December 1981 work party. 

Right—Years later, a party! 

 

 

 

Sunday run—August 13  

A Sunday run in August is on the books.  Richard Johnson has organized a run and he tested the route 

with Paul Taylor.  There is considerable PARKing on this route and seasonal treats at the end. See you 

on Sunday August 13, at the usual meeting place and usual time of 1 pm.    

 


