
  

 Victoria Vintage View 
       Newsletter of the Victoria Chapter 

Participation in our communities is always satisfying and it’s great to share our special vehicles and the 

resources that we are privileged to enjoy.  In this issue there is an article covering our new award that 

members approved for Camosun College’s Motor Vehicle Trades.  This is a great association with Camo-

sun and we have that ongoing at this time for three years.   

Then there was our June commitment to visit five Greater Victoria Residential Care Centres.  For those 

members who shared their time and vehicles, these visits were very rewarding.  Rewarding for members 

and memorable for the residents at these facilities. And a bonus for staff who are responsible for these 

residents. 

The brief article about the Model T Father’s Day morning doesn’t detail our Chapter’s history with this 

outing.  The offer from Marc Fisher to the group for organizing the run next year could bring back that 

history and also could bode well for the future for the Model T owners and for our Chapter.  Briefly, the 

history is about the organizing and hosting of the event.  Our membership approval to contribute one 

hundred dollars this year was very much appreciated by the Model T folks (we have 10 Model T’s in our 

Chapter).  

Then we have the 17th annual ice cream run on July 5.  Continuing with refreshments in mind there is 

our annual corn roast at Heritage Acres, this year on Sunday September 11.  These two opportunities to 

enjoy the food comes at no cost to attendees.   

Most of us know “the rest of the story”. It is our Swap Meet and the profit from this meet that allows for 

the financial ability to host membership events at no cost and also to subsidize everything for our mem-

bers.  Thank you volunteers. Thanks you David and Karen Hilder for co-chairing our swap meet. Thanks 

as well to our customers, vendors and buyers.  

We’re always looking for entertainment that could follow our general meetings and at our June meeting 

we were fortunate to have member Rudy Ewert who had a video presentation on model airplane engines, 

their history and he shared his knowledge about the changes to metallurgy and how that is reflected in 

automobile engines.  Rudy brought model airplanes that were fully equipped for flying and he had on dis-

play at least a few dozen model airplane engines. 

 The Specialty Vehicle Association of B.C. (SVABC) is pleased to announce that the Government of BC 

has proclaimed July 09 and the Month of July as the Collector Car Appreciation Day and Month. So enjoy 

your vehicles a wee bit more during July!  

Enjoy the summer. 

Bill Bouchard, President  

 July—August 2016                                     Editor—Bill Bouchard 
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May Tour 2016 – Cruisin’ The Okanagan 
Article  and pictures from Paul Taylor 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Liz & Paul Taylor 1968  Cutlass Convertible, Sherrill & Jamie Cox  1963 Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible,   

  Dolores & Don Stevens 1967 Mustang, David & Karen Hilder 1966 Beaumont Convertible, John King 1964  

  Chevrolet Convertible, Ann & Tom Tams 1939 Buick. 

 

 
On Thursday morning, Jamie & Sherrill, Don & Dolores, Tom & Ann and Liz and I met at the Swartz Bay ferry 

terminal in line for the 9:00 am sailing.  Unfortunately, Tom & Ann did not get on due to heavy traffic.  The rest of 

us gathered at the pull-out in Tsawwassen and waited for the ferry traffic to clear.  We motored down Highway 99 

toward White Rock, then headed east on 16th and then Huntingdon and Vye Roads and into Chilliwack for lunch 

at the Husky station.  This is a well-worn route to all May Tours that are beyond Hope. 

 

After lunch, we took Highway 1 with a stop at Hope for gas.  We then took Highway 3 into Princeton, where we 

stayed the night at the Sandman.  Tom & Ann arrived not too long after we did, but with a disturbing noise com-

ing from the front right wheel.   We had dinner, and then breakfast, in the adjoining restaurant. 

 

We carried on through to Keremeos, and then up to Penticton, where a Tim Horton’s sign attracted my attention 

and we stopped for coffee and so on.  Back on the road, we got to the Parkinson Rec Centre in Kelowna in plenty of 

time to go on the pre-arranged bus tour.   Karen & David Hilder and John King all travelled up to Kelowna on 

Friday, without an overnight stop. 

 

The bus tour’s first stop was the Okanagan College Trades Complex.  This is similar to the Camosun Col-

lege facility that we recently toured, and is equally impressive for the programs that they offer to their 

students.  The second stop was the Summerhill Pyramid Winery.  Following a tour that included a visit 

to the pyramid where the wines are stored, we went to the tasting room and some of us bought a couple 

of bottles of their wines to bring home.   The bus returned to the Rec Centre, and we headed off to check 

into our hotels.  Dinner was on our own.  Back to the Rec Centre where the Valve Cover Races and wine 

and cheese party completed the day. 
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Saturday began with breakfast in our hotels.  We gathered at the Rec Centre, where the judging was held in the 

parking lot.  We left on tour at 9:00 and took a very leisurely back roads route up to Vernon.  We arrived at Hu-

ber’s Heritage Furniture for a tour of their manufacturing plant.  From there it was on to Kingfisher Boats, 

where aluminum boats ranging from 16 to 33 feet are built.  Both of these tours were very interesting. 

 

The lunch stop was the O’Keefe Ranch, just north of Vernon.  A very impressive buffet had been laid on there.  I 

took some of everything I liked and ate too much.  Just like every other buffet!   We were left on our own to find 

our way back to Kelowna, so David & Karen and Liz & I decided to come back on the Westside Road.  This was a 

nice back-roads route with very little traffic.  We got back into Kelowna in time for a short rest at our hotel be-

fore we returned to the Rec Centre for dinner.  We had assigned tables, which allows you to spend some time 

with people from other parts of BC.  Tablemates of ours on Saturday included Dave & Rosemary Proctor, Ron & 

Pat Morris and Garry & Lorraine Grant.  Dave kept us all entertained with the story of the troubles that he had 

trying to register his 1904 Rambler (or was that his camel?) in time to take it to the London to Brighton Run a 

few years back.  The entertainment was a large 14-piece orchestra who played mainly big band music while 

many people danced the night away. 

 

Sunday started with breakfast at our hotels, then on to the Rec Centre for the start of the tours.  We headed 

south on Highway 97 and into Summerland for a ride on the Kettle Valley Steam Railway.  Upon our arrival, 

they backed the train out to a level crossing and positioned some of the older cars next to it for photos.  Then 

they hitched five cars, two enclosed and three open, and took us for a seven mile trip south to Trout Creek.  We 

parked at a siding, where they ran the steam locomotive up to the other end of the cars for the return trip.  Then 

they backed us out onto the Trout Creek Trestle where we all disembarked for about 20 minutes to look around.  

After the 7 mile return trip, a wonderful buffet luncheon was provided under cover of some tents, which were 

needed only for shade.  The weather was great during the whole event, including the trips to and from the Oka-

nagan. 

 

After lunch, it was on to Penticton for a tour of the SS Sicamous paddle wheeler that is beached, well, at the 

beach!  This is part historical display and part museum.  On our way back to Kelowna, we stopped at BEEPS – 

the Bat Education and Ecological Protection Society, which is located in the historic Peachland Schoolhouse.  

There, they have thousands of bats in the attic – sure glad that we had our Tilley hats!  Actually, you are able to 

view these bats only on a live feed closed circuit TV display.   
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The formal tour ended with the Sunday banquet and judging awards.  Congratulations to Don & Dolores Ste-

vens for their First Place 1967 Mustang.  Don had acquired this car from his cousin, who lives in Vernon and 

was there to join in with part of the tour.  Don says that the award is for him.   

 

The big winners at the awards were Jamie & Sherrill Cox, their 1963 Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible won mul-

tiple awards. The other winners from Victoria were Don & Dolores Stevens. (see page 10) 

 

Monday morning began just like the others, with breakfast at the hotel.  Most folks headed straight home.  I 

presented three options for the return trip to our travelling companions, Don & Dolores.  With full tanks, we 

headed up to Highway 33 for a drive down to Rock Creek, and on through Osoyoos and a lunch stop in Kereme-

os; where Don once was a teacher in the high school.  Don showed us where he used to live, then we carried on 

to Princeton for gas.  Once again with full tanks, we drove through Manning Park and stopped at the Alpine 

Motel  for the night.  A short walk to the Home Restaurant for dinner, then back to the motel for a slide show of 

the pictures taken during the tour. 

 

By Tuesday morning, I had located an IHop Restaurant in Chilliwack, so we left on tour with empty stomachs 

and found the pancake house just where Google Maps said it was!  Following the back roads from there, we 

made a final gas stop in Abbotsford and made the return trip on Huntingdon/16th and Highways 97 and 17.  As 

we passed under the ferries info sign, we learned that the 1:00 was full, but there was still room on the 3:00.  

Our travels together concluded at the buffet on the Spirit of BC, where we enjoyed soup, salads and desserts at 

a window table while cruising through the Gulf Islands on a beautiful sunny day.  It doesn’t get much better 

than that! 

 

The intermittent noise from the front wheel of Tom & Ann’s Buick turned out to be a nut and washer from the 

backing plate.  Tom pulled the wheel when he got home and quickly fixed his car, which is ready to go now for 

local events of the summer. 
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Sunday runs 
Sunday May 8 was a  run a week earlier than our usual 

day because of the non-conflict rule.  That is, don’t plan a 

Chapter activity on the same day as a major National 

event and in this case it was the May tour that was sched-

uled on the following weekend.  Heinz Mueller had a great 

outing planned for the 13 vintage, 6 modern and 31 people 

who attended on this Mother’s Day.  The drive was mostly 

in the Esquimalt municipality, with a destination set for 

Styles Auto Upholstery in town.  After a very interesting 

and refreshing (coffee and donuts) visit to this business 

there was the full refreshment break at Paul’s Restaurant.   

 

Thanks Heinz. 
 
 

Sunday June 19 and our Country Tour on Father’s Day.  

This run was organized and hosted by Reg Potts and Bill 

Nicolson. Another great weather day for our run and it 

was out to the western part of town for the 16 vintage, 2 

modern and 32 people.  The drive certainly supported the 

promise of this Country Tour and following the drive it 

was time for the afternoon snack or the early dinner at the 

always popular Royal Roads Café.   

 

Thanks Reg and Bill N.   

 

Model T for Father’s Day 
Every Father’s Day the Model T owners get together for a morning 

gathering and drive starting and ending on Sparton Road.  It is the 

in between that creates so much fun with a trophy that nobody is 

anxious to receive, awarded to one participant.  Known as the Bar-

ney Oldfield Memorial Run there is significant history to this drive.  

I am told that it goes back to when Barney Oldfield had the garage 

at the corner of West Saanich and Sparton Roads.  He would drive 

in his Model T to National Motors for a required part and return 

within thirty minutes, return trip.  The run now is not  a timed run 

and this year it was a drive that included a scavenger hunt and a 

best hand poker with cards picked up at designated spots. 

 

In previous years our Chapter was involved in organizing this Mod-

el T event but recently we have slipped having that responsibility.  

Maybe we are back in assisting with this event as this year our 

membership at the June meeting voted to provide $100 to this 

group and they could put the money to use as they determined.  

They put that money toward refreshments and we were acknowl-

edged at the event as contributing.  Stayed tuned because Marc 

Brown has volunteered to organize their 2017 outing next Father’s 

Day.                     
                                                                                                                    The coveted trophy! 
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Visits to Residential Care Facilities 
Every year our members have the opportunity to participate in a very rewarding activity.  This is the an-

nual invitation to visit residential care facilities, to show our cars.  This is a treat for our members who 

participate and for the residents and staff who visit with us. The good news is that we get an interesting 

selection of cars. The better news would be that we had additional members who would participate. In any 

case we do have the repeat performers for our rest home visits. 

 

This year we visited Sidney All Care, Gorge Road Hospital, Oak Bay Lodge, Marrion Village and Luther 

Court. Our members who treated the residents were Kurt Hansen, Jamie Cox, David and Karen Hilder, 

Bob Huddleston, John King, Don and Dolores Stevens, Paul Taylor, Gordie and Jane Thomas, Heinz 

Mueller, Les and Rose Vivian, Reg Potts, Harvey Sherman, and Bill Bouchard.  

 

The best treat is being a part of the resident’s pleasure as they see the vehicles, remembering pleasant ex-

periences of their lives and they also have the opportunity to chat with our members about the vehicles. 

Then there are the tasty treats and the lively music that all of us get to enjoy.  Fun for all.  

 
 Members visiting. 
 

Clockwise from far left— 

Sidney All Care, Gorge Road Hospital, 

Luther Court, Marrion Village, Oak Bay 

Lodge.  
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Swap Meet 2016 
The numbers are not final at time of writing this but yesterday’s swap meet was by all experiences a 

success.  This can be measured by vendor participation, buyer’s attendance and feedback plus our abil-

ity to serve the swap meet through our members who did step up to volunteer. As well the perfect 

weather was a bonus. 

David and Karen Hilder brought together a good team to run this swap meet.   Our customers were ef-

ficiently served. From buyers to burgers  and vendors to volunteers our Sunday June 26 was success-

ful.    

Of course there’s a lot of preparation leading to the day that the gates open to the public.  There’s the 

planning, the promotion, confirming vendor space and recruiting our members who generously volun-

teer their time.   

 .Let’s go, the sign is up.  Bill, Gordie, and David.                Harvey, Don, Gordie, and Reg take it easy while young 

                                                                                               Cai Brown is busy pushing the line machine. 

 

    Are these vendors waiting for the buyers?                                 Nope, Reg and Harvey taking a well deserved rest.                               
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A very important part of the preparation for this swap meet is the planning, purchase, storage and 

transporting of catering products.  There’s the popular ham ’n egger menu item that require the 14 doz-

en eggs, the ten kg. of ham, some of  the sliced cheese and 65 dozen burger buns. The rest of those buns 

are used for the 34 dozen burgers sold on Sunday and a couple of dozen burgers used at the volunteer 

barbecue. A barometer for the weather?  That would be the bottled water that is sold and on this great 

weather day 200 bottles of water were sold and also 41 dozen soft drinks and juices.  Add in the numer-

ous items that support the catering and there is a great stack of products.  And it’s all stored at the Tay-

lor’s house and transported by two pickup loads and one car trip to the fairgrounds.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Some of the beverages in the Taylor house.   Additional material consuming the living room.             It takes a few chips. 

 

We had 31 members volunteer for responsibilities on the grounds and some of them also volunteered for 

shifts in the concession.  David and Karen Hilder, in their capacity of Swap Meet co-chairs, offered spe-

cial thanks to those members who volunteered and also to those members who were unable to volunteer 

due to personal issues. 

The Swap Meet for 2017 is June 25 and our 50th anniversary Swap Meet is Sunday June 24, 2018. 

Clockwise from left:  Bob 

Tuttle, Heinz Mueller and 

Joan Huddleston on the 

grill. 

Kurt Hansen and Paul Tay-

lor cooking ham and eggers. 

 

Some of the cars in the car 

show ring.   
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Camosun College Activities 

Official Opening and Trademark of Excellence Campaign 
On behalf of our Chapter, President Bill attended the May 12  Opening Ceremonies of the new Trades Complex 

at Camosun College. Major donors were recognized, there was a tour of the new facility and various speakers 

spoke to the continuing Trademark of Excellence Campaign.  Over 200 guests learned more about this $5 mil-

lion campaign that will enhance the facilities and make Camosun College a centre for exceptional trades educa-

tion in British Columbia. 

Trades Awards Ceremony 

On Wednesday June 1 Bill Bouchard, Gordie & Jane Thomas attended the trades awards for the School of 

Trades & Technology.  Ethan Pennell received the Victoria Chapter Vintage Car Club of Canada Automotive 

Award. This is awarded to a full-time Automotive Service Technician or Apprenticeship student who achieves 

high theory and practical marks.  

Ethan Pennell 

Ethan completed Level 3 of the automotive Service Techni-

cian Technical Training in February and achieved top 

practical marks in the class with a grade of 97%. He 

demonstrated outstanding commitment to complete the 

assigned tasks to a high level while learning the complexi-

ties of theory in this challenging level. Ethan is an appren-

tice at Jetstream Restorations in Sidney where he per-

forms all manner of mechanical, electrical and fabrication 

duties associated with the repair and restoration of fine 

vintage sports cars along with the construction of vintage 

race cars. He demonstrates a clear passion for automobiles 

and the automotive repair trade and is a very worthy first 

recipient of this award. His daily driver is a 1951 Pontiac. 

Photo courtesy Camosun College, Ethen Pennell receiving his 

award and our Chapter presentation of a $1,000 cheque from 

Bill Bouchard and Jane Thomas. 

 

 

Cai Brown 

Cai, who is son of our Victoria Chapter long time member 

Marc Brown, was presented with a major award at these 

ceremonies. Cai was awarded the Al Hutchinson Memorial 

Award for Heavy Mechanical Trades. Cai received this as 

the top graduate of the Heavy Mechanical program.  He is 

the youngest recipient to receive this award, having 

achieved the highest marks. 

Photo courtesy Camosun College,  Cai Brown receiving his award and 

$2,500 cheque.  
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Chapter Happenings 

Ice Cream Run, Tuesday July 5.  Meet at 7 pm at the Forestry Centre on West Burnside and 

depart at 730 for a 45 minute drive before arriving at our ice cream feast. This is our 17th annual ice 

cream outing. And it’s free, courtesy of the Swap Meet. 

Reminder that there is NO general meeting and NO Sunday run in July. 

 

Sunday run, Sunday August 14. Meet at 1 pm at the Forestry Centre for a summer afternoon 

run and refreshments to follow. And another reminder, that there is NO general meeting in August.  

 

Annual Corn Roast, Sunday September 11.  Plan to be at the Heritage Acres before noon 

and enjoy the afternoon with hot dogs, chips, drinks, ice cream, train rides, and hospitality.  And it’s 

free, courtesy of the Swap Meet. 

 

General Meeting, Tuesday September 6. Our first general meeting after the summer.  

Same time, same place.   

 

Island Challenge, September 9-11, 2016.  There is still time to register for this year’s Island 

Challenge, to be hosted in Campbell River. The Island Challenge is open this year to all collector vehi-

cles and respecting the original Malahat Challenge priority is given to pre-1928 cars. There is the popu-

lar Friday afternoon surprise activity and then the evening meet and greet.  The main Saturday driving 

tour is to Gold River where lunch will be served before the return journey.  A Saturday evening banquet 

will round out the festivities and Sunday morning is going home time. Have a look at our website for in-

formation and registration forms.    

 

 

May Tour 2016, our members awards. 

As mentioned in his article starting on page 2, Paul Taylor noted information about awards at the May 

Tour.  Here are the  awards as won by Jamie & Sherrill Cox and Don & Dolores Stevens. 

 

Jamie and Sherrill Cox: 

• 1963 Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible in Sixties Class—First Place and Best of Class.   

• President’s High Point Award Post-War  

•  NAACC High Point Award of Meet. 

 

Don and Dolores Stevens: 

• 1967 Ford Mustang in Sixties Class—First Place 

 

 


