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Swap Meet co-chairs David and Karen Hilder took a few minutes from a busy Sunday
June 21 to have their picture taken. The sign greeted Swap Meet vendors, volunteers
and buyers to the 70 acre site on Stelly’s Cross Road and our annual major Swap Meet.
It was held in the midst of other numerous auto events in Victoria and on Vancouver Island, plus Father’s Day, however our event was very successful. Congratulations David
and Karen on your first year as co-chairs. Congratulations also to the volunteers and a
few other people outside of our Chapter for the considerable work that it takes to make
this annual activity a great success.

Swap Meet 2015
Sunday June 21, the day that our Swap Meet was open to vendors and customers, dawned early and
sunny, both as expected. Actually the early start for the first volunteers came about prior to the sun rising above the horizon. This was the day that many in our Chapter had been working for over the past
months and it was the culmination of many hours of preparation, organized by co-chairs Karen and David Hilder.
For some in our Chapter the Saturday before the meet is busy with preparation in the concession, laying
out the inside and outside vendor spaces, organizing the public parking, and placing signs within the
fairgrounds and also on the adjacent roadways. Then after all of this is completed by early evening there
is the volunteer barbecue, a time to rest before the tomorrow crunch. Paul and Liz, who organize the concession, also bring the food together for this barbecue. And this was a deluxe burger barbecue, with hot
dogs, potato salad, cold slaw, and the bigger sirloin beef patties. As well, there was the turkey and veggie burgers. Well done Paul and Liz.
You have to love Sunday morning, with the steady arrival of vendors, who had not arrived to set up on
Saturday. Then there’s the buyers (vendors are buyers too), with the first one at the gate at 4:09 am.
Toss in the Chapter volunteers to this mix and there’s a recipe for business scramble.

Jane Thomas and Marc Brown on the Saturday barbecue.

Liz Taylor and Karen Hilder catching some shade.

There was a slight decline in our numbers this year, expected because our Swap Meet fell on Father’s
Day and the huge auto extravaganza at Qualicum Beach, the British Motor Car event at Beacon Hill
Park, the All Japanese car show at Gyro Park and the smaller Model T run here in Victoria. All in however, the crowds were great and reported vendor sales both inside and outside were positive.
Next year, Saturday June June 25 for site preparation and Sunday June 26 for the Swap Meet.
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Don, Harvey, Gordie on the Saturday vendor stall placement.

.

Ian Baird assisting with the parking set up.

Looking after all of our customers

A part of the Car Corral, with cars for sale

John King selling from his two stalls.
Bill doing his rounds on the Harvey bike.
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Cross Canada Tour
This is advance notice but with a project like this the planning has to be well ahead of the date. For this
tour the date is in 2017, starting in Victoria on Thursday June 29.
This is to be the 50th Anniversary Cross Canada Tour. (The first tour was held in 1967 to celebrate the
centennial of Canadian Confederation). The organizers, 2017 Canadian Coasters Tour, have rented the
Saanich Fairgrounds following our Swap Meet and the tour will start in Victoria. This is not just a
VCCC tour as it will include over two hundred members of other clubs from every Province in Canada
and a few from the United States.
You will be hearing more about this event in the months ahead as the organizers will be looking for
some activities in Victoria, such as garage tours and a meal at the Fairgrounds.

Island Autumn Tour
The Nanaimo Chapter has planned and the registration form is available for the Island Autumn Tour to
be in place this September 11, 12, and 13. This tour is an expansion of the annual Island Challenge. As
such, it will give registration priority to pre-’28 vehicles. This priority is available until July 15 and regular registration will continue into September.
The tour will consist of a Friday evening meet and greet with a light meal, a Saturday tour with no-host
lunch, and a dinner banquet. On Sunday morning there will be a breakfast at the Nanaimo club house.
Tours are to be confirmed but there are plans to head north of Nanaimo and use a majority of secondary
roads, staying away from the main highway.
Sunday noon hour is our annual corn roast but there will be plenty of time for a return to Victoria for
participation in this popular Victoria event.
Contact Ray Koch in Nanaimo at 250-758-8265 or at carolynkoch@shaw.ca

Malahat Challenge September 1999.
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Auction, Action Tuesday June 2
The entertainment at our Regular Meeting on Tuesday June 2
featured Joey Scarfone introducing his just published photo book
featuring classic and vintage cars of Victoria.
Just before Joey’s presentation we enjoyed the auction duo of
Jane Thomas and Karen Hilder. The choice of goodies at this
auction ranged from the must-have?, to the what-for?. And there
was more of it all.
Our auctioneers efficiently auctioned the table full of material,
leaving a bare table at the end and many happy members who
picked up their deal of the night.
No, Jane wasn’t singing and Karen wasn’t preaching.

Sunday June 14.
Jane Thomas was in charge of this run. She also arranged the perfect weather conditions for every convertible to have the top down. This was a basic run that set us up for an interesting destination in Sidney.
The drive took us quickly out to the peninsula, passing a lot of farmer’s markets before skirting the airport
and arriving at our planned business tour, ProCom Powder Coating, Jane also looked after any of the
shopper’s in our group as just across from ProCom was an antique shop called Philosophy of Old.
The ProCom owner, Stu Palfrey Jr., greeted us and took us through the entire process of powder coating.
He also treated us to donuts and coffee, PLUS a draw for a $100 ProCom gift certificate, won by Don Stevens.

Top three pictures courtesy Richard Johnson
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Gorge Road Hospital
The invitation came to us for five cars to attend Gorge Road Hospital on June 18, to display vintage vehicles for the enjoyment of residents. Reg Potts, Kurt Hansen, Paul Taylor, Don and Dolores Stevens, and
Bill Bouchard accepted the request for an afternoon display.
The residents enjoyed their time outside with our cars, some asked a few questions and a few offered their
experiences with similar (or close to similar) cars. All of us enjoyed the ice cream sundae treats that were
made to order.
It’s always a treat to share vehicles and experiences with the residents and staff of these facilities.

Luther Court
This was to be a Father’s Day treat for the residents of Luther Court, a showing of a few cars on Monday
June 22, the day after our Swap Meet. Attending from our Chapter were Paul Taylor, Kurt Hansen, Bill
Bouchard, John King, Harvey Sherman, Heinz Mueller, Jane and Gordie Thomas, and Brent Morrison,
There was a vintage T Bird driver, and a resident of Luther Court had his Pontiac out, as he did last year.
It’s a tradition now, well if three years is a tradition, that we meet for lunch before heading to Luther
Court for a 1 pm start. Lunch this day was at the 1550 Pub. That wasn’t the end of our treats for the
day, as at Luther Court a staff person brought out ice cold drinks, coffee, chips to munch, and then an ice
cream bar. The treats were a bonus because the real enjoyment was being a part of the reminiscing with
residents about their car experiences.
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Oak Bay Lodge
This was our hat trick for June. In the one week we had the Gorge Road, Luther Court and now Oak
Bay Lodge. Of course there was also the hopping Swap Meet and the cruisin’ June 14 Sunday run.
On Thursday June 25 we had the invitation to have a few cars at Oak Bay Lodge for the enjoyment of
residents. So for our mid-morning start at Oak Bay there was Paul Taylor, Bill Bouchard, Reg Potts,
Kurt Hansen, Don and Dolores Stevens, and Brent Morrison with their vehicles. Residents received
special escort from staff and the enjoyment began. As we experienced at the previous facilities the residents totally enjoyed viewing the cars and recalling stories of their association with similar cars, when
they and the cars were younger.
The morning gathering also included coffee, tea, and baked goodies. Great fun for all.

The gathering was at the lodge main entrance.

Reg, Don, and Dolores enjoying the day.

Reg and Don exchanging stories.

A straight exchange, Paul gets the walker and his mom gets
the car.
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Annual Ice Cream evening:

Tuesday July 7 is the evening for our
ice cream run, meeting at McCall’s parking on Johnston St. at 7 pm. We leave
for a Paul and Liz hosted tour at 730 pm. Following a shorter drive we will
gather at a to-be-announced location for the complimentary ice cream treats
arranged by Jane Thomas.

July Sunday drive and hospitality, Manifold cooking: Our Sunday
July 19 tour is organized and hosted by the Vinettes. And you know if it has
Vinettes attached to it, fun is certain to follow. This will be a manifold cooking
tour. The run will be sufficiently long to cook or heat up such things as hot
dogs, hamburgers, chicken strips, even mixed veggies….wouldn’t suggest a
roast of beef. There is a personal fulfillment reward for successfully cooking on
your engine, but just in case the cooking is incomplete bring another food item
to the picnic. And if you will not use your car engine to cook your meal there
will be a complete set up for you to enjoy your picnic. So bring a picnic and join
in the fun. Tea, coffee and dessert will be served.
See page 9 for Manifold cooking tips.

Berwick House
The invitation is out to our Chapter members to participate at a
major event on Saturday August 29 during the afternoon. This
will be at Berwick House on the corner of Shelbourne St. and
Feltham.
The marketing department at Berwick House will be putting an ad in the newspaper for this car show for
the community to come in to see the cars and help “fill our Bus” or make donations for Mustard Seed.
The organizers are expecting a good crowd of people and they are looking for us to have our members
there with about 12 cars. Please consider this opportunity.

Vinettes at Shawnigan: :The Annual Vinette Pot Luck at Shawnigan Lake will be on Sunday , August 16. This special party is for Vinettes and their spouses. But we’ll get pictures.
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Manifold/Engine Cooking
I’ve never tried manifold cooking before but what the heck, there’s nothing much to lose and experience
to gain. The following was picked up from the internet and I edited the copy for brevity. Ed.
Tear off two or three sheets of heavy duty aluminum foil. Don't skimp on the foil, as
you'll want to make sure that your food is completely wrapped and that you can fold
one edge of the foil over the other. Too much foil is better than too little. Lay out the
pieces of foil directly on top of each other, and then spread a little butter or oil
(cooking oil, not motor oil) over the top sheet so your meal won't stick to it.
Lay the food in the center of the sheet of foil and then wrap the foil over it. Fold
the edges of the foil over each other so that the package is sealed all around. Maybe
wrap some wire around the package for additional security
You need to find a good, hot spot on the engine for your package. Drive for a few
minutes to warm up your engine, and then stop. Turn off the engine and open the
hood. Find your engine's hot spots by quickly and lightly touching a finger to metal
parts on the engine. Sounds like a recipe for burning your finger, doesn't it? Well it is, unless you really
do it quickly and lightly. If you can hold your finger in a spot for more than a moment without getting
burned, that spot's not hot enough. As a general rule, the best spot—if you can safely get to it—is on or
near the exhaust manifold.
Make sure your food will fit snugly in the cooking spot.
Some people will ease the food package under conveniently located rubber hoses, for example, or you can
use wire to tie the food down. Use common sense when securing the food. Avoid placing it near moving
parts, and don't strain hoses by trying to force the package under them. If you're going to use wire, use
baling wire rather than trying to use the wires that are already in your engine compartment.
Remove the food carefully and enjoy. First, turn off the engine. Second, remember that the engine is
hot, and the food will be hot, so use tongs and/or potholders to remove the food—you wouldn't just grab a
hot pan out of the oven with your bare hand! Unwrap it and serve. If you've still got some driving to do,
skip the wine.
Wrap the food very tightly and make sure it's well sealed. If the car's exhaust system is properly functioning, potentially dangerous fumes will be taken out the exhaust rather than entering the engine compartment. If you have any sort of fluid leaks, however, gases may enter the engine compartment through
evaporation. While the danger these may pose to your health is minimal—unless, maybe, you're cooking
on your engine block every day—they may affect the taste of your food.
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Miracle in the making.
I believe it was in March when I received a call from a person who had picked up my telephone number
from our Chapter contact information. Jane introduced herself and then told me about her automobile
dilemma. She had a great double garage but she couldn’t use it for her nice personal car because the garage was fully occupied by her son’s restoration project. And it would be a long time before the status of
the garage could change.
During our discussion she felt that the car in all of its various parts and the mechanical equipment
would have to be moved elsewhere, probably to a rental unit. Further along in the discussion I mentioned to Jane that there was a member of our club who could possible offer a solution and that I would
ask him. So I asked Mike May at our next meeting and he agreed to call Jane and perhaps see her garage, the Caprice, the parts and equipment. Mike agreed and would contact Jane.
Mike made contact, visited the site and offered a solution. Here is the message to me from Jane:
Hello Bill, An update on our previous correspondence. Michael May from your club paid me a visit
and a good chat ensued. He obviously knew what he was talking about. There were some difficulties as
you are aware but in the end Michael provided a solution that nobody else had thought of! That being getting the double garage in ship-shape condition, and both cars would fit.
That happened just today, one more step to go with a tow-truck to move the Caprice over about 3-4 feet in
my now very tidy garage. Then finally I can park my “tin can” Pontiac in my garage for the first time!
That will be a pleasure and cause for celebration, and it is all due to Michael May of the Victoria Chapter
of your organization!
That you so very much for your help. A miracle in the making! Jane

More happenings:
There is no general meeting in July. As noted on page 8 we will have our annual Ice Cream run on Tuesday July 7. We meet at McCall’s parking lot on
Johnson St. at 7 pm and drive away on a planned route, ending at our ice
cream stop for complimentary ice cream treats.

Our next scheduled general meeting is Tuesday September 8.

Don’t forget the Sunday run scheduled for Sunday July 19. This is a special afternoon
planned by the Vinettes and we are encouraged to try our hand at manifold cooking. See
the full information on page 8 and tips for manifold cooking on page 9.
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