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Editor Bill Bouchard

Greetings Victoria Members. Rudy Ewert, President
Here we are mid-December and still under COVID 19 restrictions of our Club activities. n fact, Dr. Bonnie Henry has tightened restrictions again for the entire Province.
The need to remain vigilant and careful is still with us. I hope all of you have avoided
the plague so far!
My purpose in writing this missive is to keep Members up to date as to matters pertaining to our Club. Since November is our usual elections month, I'm sure some of
you are wondering what has happened in that department. There are a few other
matters I will write about also.
NOVEMBER ELECTIONS
You may recall an email sent out by our Secretary, Liz Taylor, asking for volunteers or
nominations for Executive positions for 2021. To date I have received none. Since
your present Executive has volunteered to extend our terms into 2021, I will declare
nominations closed, and all Executive positions re-elected by acclamation.
SUNDAY RUNS
Thanks to Paul Taylor for heading up the position of Sunday Run Coordinator, these
monthly runs have been back for the past several months. Keep a lookout for notices
about these runs, including the New Year's Day run.
CHRISTMAS PARTY / 60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Unfortunately this combined event has to be delayed until we are allowed to safely
hold this celebration. Once we are again cleared to gather in larger groups, we will
make sure everyone is informed of all details.

See page 5

What’s in a name? That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin decided he
needed to come up with something a little catchier. In those days many companies in the
phonograph and radio businesses used in the suffix “ola” for their names-Radiola,
Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do they same
thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it
the Motorola.
But even with the name change, the radio still had problems: When Motorola went on
sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new
car for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that measure,
a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.)
In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car radio. The dashboard had to be
taken apart so that the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling
had to be cut open to install the antenna. These early radios ran on their own batteries,
not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them.
The installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. Selling complicated car radios that cost 20% of the price of a brand new car wouldn’t have
been easy in the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression.

2

Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled for a couple of years after that. But things
picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola’s pre-installed at the factory. In
1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company
to sell and install them in its chain of tire stores. By then the price of the radio, with
installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and running.
The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to
“Motorola” in in 1947. In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car
radios. In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced
the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory pre-set to a single
frequency to pick up police broadcasts.
In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio…”The Handy Talkie” for the
U.S. Army. A lot of communications technologies that we take for granted today were
born in Motorola labs in the years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came out
with the first television for under $200. In 1956 the company introduced the world’s
first pager; in 1969 came the radio and television equipment that was used to televise
Neil Armstrong’s first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it invented the world’s first handheld
cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufacturers in the
world...and it all started with the car radio.
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO the two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin’s car? Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking very different paths in
life. Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950’s he helped change the automobile experience again when he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient
and unreliable generators. The invention lead to such luxuries as power winder, seats
and eventually, air-conditioning. Lear also continued inventing. He hold more than
150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players? Lear invented that. But what he’s
really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation. He invented radio direction finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully
automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of
all, the Lear Jet, the world’s first mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a
guy who dropped out of school after the eighth grade.) Sometimes it is fun to find out
how some of the many things that we take for granted actually came into being!
Your Executive has made the decision to cancel the December Sunday Run, as well as the New
Year's Day Run, due to the current BC PHO Restrictions.
Please watch the website and Facebook for information on upcoming events, as we are hopeful that
perhaps we will be able to meet again on Sunday January 17. Email reminders will also be sent out
with updates.
At this time, on behalf of the Executive, we extend our best wishes to you and your families, for the
holidays and for 2021, as all look forward to a better year. Even though we cannot meet, we can still
drive our special cars, weather permitting. We are fortunate that way.
Take care and stay safe and healthy. Paul and Liz Taylor
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Cont’d from Page 1
MONTHLY MEETINGS & EXECUTIVE MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are still on hold. Your Executive will resume holding virtual meetings. Please forward any concerns or issues you wish the Executive to discuss, to myself
at rhewert@gmail.com, or call me at 250-818-5310.
CHAPTER FINANCES
I really should be allowing Brent to give you a proper and accurate accounting for Chapter Finances, but to recap what I have written before: Because we have had to cancel our
usual activities, expenses normally incurred for these events – Corn Roast; Governor's
Meeting in Merritt; Christmas Party; Ice Cream Run; Membership Appreciation Night;
New Year's Day Run after-party; have been, and will be avoided. Expenses therefore
have been minimal. Unfortunately, the Swap Meet has also been cancelled, so income
has also been minimal to nil ! At any rate, our Club finances are holding so far, and we
have not had to liquidate any of our Term Deposits. Brent will correct me if I am wrong
on this matter!
RENEW YOUR CLUB DUES
As has been published already, there are several ways in which you can renew your Membership for 2021. Annual dues remain at $50. Jane Thomas, our Membership person,
attends monthly Sunday Runs, and is ready to accept your Club Dues payments there.
She has also told me she is willing for Members to go to her residence to renew membership, will accept payment by mail, or you can do an e-transfer to Brent Morrison at
nb.morrison@shaw.ca
FUTURE
Steady as she goes.
Just exactly what we can expect for the future is unknown to an even greater degree than
“normal”, it would seem. I think of greatest importance would be to continue being careful and vigilant, avoiding all exposure to the present pandemic as best we all can. To that
end, please be sure to wear a good mask at every possible occasion, and keep your hand
sanitizer ready. Remember to keep personal contacts limited to your “bubble”, including
even fellow Club members!
See page 6
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History Of The Car Radio
Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn’t. Here’s the story:
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove
their girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed that it would be even nicer if they could listen to music in the car.
Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear served as a
radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War 1) and it wasn’t long before they were
taking apart a home radio and trying to get to work in a car.
But it wasn’t easy: automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other
electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly impossible
to listen to the radio when the engine was running. One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference. When they finally got their
radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago. There they met Paul Galvin,
owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation.
He made a product called a “battery eliminator”, a device that allowed battery powered
radios to run on household AC current. But as more homes were wired for electricity,
more radio manufacturers made AC powered radios. Galvin needed a new product to
manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he found it. He
believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a huge
business.
Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin’s factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a
loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker’s
Packard. Good idea, but it didn’t work. Half an hour after the installation;, the banker’s
Packard caught on fire. They didn’t get the loan!
Galvin didn’t give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show
off the radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke to afford
a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall and cranked up the radio so that
passing conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked, he got enough orders to put the
radio into production.
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Please do join us “usual suspects” for the monthly Sunday Runs, where all of us will be
wearing our masks, and are practicing Social Distancing as best we can. I am particularly fortunate that my good wife Norma has been making, and continues to make very
good face masks that offer very good protection against the Covid19 virus (Norma has
been making these masks since April, many months before, and in a manner exactly as
Dr. Tam only very recently prescribed). I hope you all have such good equipment. But
these Sunday Runs are presently our only opportunity to meet up with Club friends,
and I encourage all of you to join in.
PAINT AND DETAILING SEMINAR with Motorize Detail Studio.
As of this writing, there have been no further developments of this idea since I first
wrote about it, asking for interested persons to contact me. To date there are approximately 12 Club Members I know would be interested. What with this being November,
along with typical November weather, finding a suitable Saturday to hold this seminar
outdoors is proving a challenge.
I will continue letting interested parties know of further developments, and am also
asking again for any other interested Members to contact me directly. You can also
check the Facebook web page for more information and other seminars and events you
might be interested in.
That's the news for now. Many of you will be getting your Christmas plans together.
Perhaps there is some baking being done, and Christmas cakes getting thoroughly
drenched in brandy! I wish for everyone a very Happy Christmas, and a happy and
healthy Festive Season.
Regards
Rudy Ewert, President 2020 / 21
Paul with last minute instructions
At October run.
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October Sunday Run
Paul Taylor took one of his older runs, this one was first enjoyed in August 2002, then
he tweaked it a bit and gave it a new name of Going Around in Circles. The day of
weather was typical for October with the lower temperature and threatening moisture.
There were 6 vintage and 10 modern cars, transporting 28 people. That seems to be the
usual interest for the off-summer seasons.
The circles for the route encompassed the Municipalities of Saanich, Esquimalt, Victoria, and Oak Bay. You had to be there to thoroughly enjoy the afternoon put on by Paul
and Liz. In keeping with the COVID-19 guidelines there was no refreshment at the end
of the run.

November Sunday Run
There were 19 vehicles with 7 vintage and 12 modern. Thirty people were hosted in
those cars for this run. Our newest member Andrew Gow was on the run with his 1983
Lincoln. Along the route Paul had paid his respects to his uncle and father who have
plates of honour at the memorial adjacent to the Chief and Petty Officer’s mess. He also
paid his respects to Stan Foreman with a poppy on his marker.
Paul who keeps the records for participants, reported that 17 memberships have 6 or
more runs for the year and three members are tied for most runs at 10. Pins recognizing
this excellent attendance are usually presented at the Christmas/Awards Banquet. I
am sure a suitable presentation will take place when we get back to some normality,
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Editor’s Comments: We will get out of this year, then onto the next and soon it will be memories. Not the best of memories, however, as we, along with everyone else in the world lost a fair
share of scheduled events and activities. The good news is that the old car hobby will survive and
we will soon be able to enjoy the many events put on by our Chapter. Pay your dues.

Enjoy your modified Christmas. Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.
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Bill Bouchard

