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President’s Message 
 

As we greet 2015, I’m offering a big thank you for your confidence to have me as the Victoria Chapter 

President.  I am glad to be a member of this active group, and I plan to continue to be active with mem-

bers to make 2015 into a great year for us.   I hope you feel the same, and will express it in your partici-

pation this year.     

 

For 2015 our first event will be the New Years Day Run and rain or shine it is always a great way to 

start the New Year.  We’re fortunate in Victoria because so few clubs like ours get to enjoy their vintage 

cars 12 months a year.  I was just interviewed for an article in the Globe and Mail, and the reporter 

could not believe my story about last year’s January 1 tour in our 2 seater open top Bugatti.  I have not 

seen that article printed yet, so perhaps their editor did not believe it either. 

 

The largest event for us in 2015 will be our June Swap Meet. I’ve come off six years as co-chair of this 

key event for our Chapter and just recently  I was pleased to welcome Dave and Karen Hilder as the new 

Swap Meet Chairs. I will work along-side them for this first year as they get into the learning curve. We 

can all look forward to their new insight into the process.  At our next meeting on January 6, let’s give 

them a real welcome.     

 

I offer a special thank you to the 2014 Executive for their great work this past year and I look forward to 

our meetings and efforts with the  Executive and Committee Chairs in 2015. To Paul Taylor, a special 

thank you for his dedication over the years.   Those boots will be hard to fill. 

 

With Becky’s health issues improving, you can expect to see us both at more events this year.   We look 

forward to seeing our Chapter friends at all of the events. 

 

 Becky and I hope that you have a great 2015.   

 

Dave Rogers 
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Awards and Christmas Banquet 
This special event was held on Sunday November 30 at the Royal Victoria Golf Course.  Jane Thom-

as took the responsibility for arranging this popular social activity for our Chapter.  The afternoon 

buffet was superb and the banquet room was decorated for the Christmas season, absolutely home-

place comfortable for the afternoon meal and the membership awards. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seasonal luncheon featured the traditional roast turkey, the carved baron of beef, delicious en-

trees and salads, plus the dessert table that held the tasteful variety of goodies loaded with calories.  

Following all of that wonderful food came the awards and recognition part of the event. 

Membership Pins 

 
Jane presented the service pins and she added the following comments about each recipient. 

 

5 Years 
 

Jim Morgan – Jim was introduced to the Chapter by Michael May.  He presently has a 1979 Cadillac and a 

1969 Chevrolet.  He  previously owned a 1954 and 1957 Cadillac. 

 

Tom Williams – Tom came to the club through Michael May. His 1969 Cadillac was bought in 1975 and 

presently has 48,000 miles.  Agnes has the newer car, a 2007 Cadillac with 39,000 km and this car had been 

owned by Newell Morrison.  

 

Richard Johnson – Richard came to Victoria 5 years ago because he had enough of the prairie winters and 

he immediately called Jane to get information about the club. He was a member of a car club in Red Deer 

and owned a 1960 Cadillac that had a Victoria connection.  After joining our Victoria club he became friends 

with Paul and Liz first because Richard got his first tour ride with Liz . 

 

10 years 
 

Steve Butler – A Ford man, we see Steve as a volunteer at our annual Swap Meet.  

 

Lou Neff – Lou got involved with our Chapter because he is the immediate neighbor of Tom Fisher.  As a 

Merchant Seaman Lou traveled around the world several times and through the Panama Canal 14 times.  

His car of choice is the Model T.   
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15 years 
 

Joseph Kovacs – He started with a 1968 Barracuda.  In walking around his new Victoria neighborhood Joseph 

noted interesting cars sitting at the garage owned by Joe Armitage. He eventually asked Joe if any of his cars 

were for sale and was able to purchase a 1934 Buick.  He first joined the club in the 70’s before returning to Pow-

ell River.  He came back to our club but now lives in Mission with acreage so he can have a shop.  On his mind 

now is to restore his Barracuda and a DeSoto that he bought from John King. 

 

Neil Robb – He was introduced to the club by Bob Rivers.  Neil started with a 1932 Ford and this car is still in 

Victoria.  He currently has a 1941 Ford and a 1962 Bonneville.  He has always received much appreciated tech-

nical information from Al Kent. 

 

Les Vivian – Les was introduced to the club by Pat Meehan, after meeting up at a display at Hillside Mall.  His 

1939 Buick convertible and 1966 Pontiac Parisienne have both been beautifully restored and are very visible over 

the year with our many activities. We often see Les and Rose at meetings and car runs.   

 

20 years 
 

Dave Blissett – Dave has a 1937 McLaughlin Buick. 

 

Richard Maki – He was introduced by an unknown person who had a 1966 Comet and had moved to Salt Spring 

Island.  Richard had earlier moved from Ontario with a 1967 Mustang and a 1953 Oldsmobile that belonged to 

his father.  At one time Richard had 11 cars in his back yard.  His favorite car was the 1946 Monarch that was 

sold by his brother. Richard has downsized in Victoria with his 1979 Lincoln. 

 

25 years 
 

Michael May – Mike came to the club with the information from Newell Morrison about the meetings.  His first 

car, as a very young person, was a 1949 Buick Roadmaster convertible and he still has that car. Michael managed 

the Classic Car Museum for five years.  His stable of cars is like a family tree with the 1931 Buick Roadster that 

was purchased by his grandfather, his grandmother’s 1961 Le Sabre and his grandfather’s 1958 Willy’s Jeep, this 

latest vehicle being the host vehicle for when Michael learned to drive at 12 years old. 

 

Ron Tomlinson – Ron is a Cadillac man. He joined the club with his two 1960 Cadillac convertibles.  There is 

also a 1966 Chrysler in his ownership.   

 

Gordie Thomas – Gordie was at the inaugural meeting of our club, with the gathering in front of the Dominion 

Hotel in June 1960. This is when he first joined and at that time had his 1924 Packard and 1940 Oldsmobile. He 

later took a break from membership but joined again through the encouragement of his daughter and her neigh-

bor Bob Miller. Gordie’s cars included two Chevrolets, a 1930 and 1931, a 1935 Dodge, 1953 Cadillac convertible, 

four Austin A40’s, three Studebakers, a 1930 Model A and cars that he still owns being a 1934 Oldsmobile, 1967 

Buick Riviera, 1934 Ford and a 1924 Packard.   

 

35 Years 
 

Pat Meehan – Pat was a member first with the Vancouver Chapter when he was living in Burnaby.  He joined 

the Victoria Chapter in 1984 because of Bob Lawrence.  Pat has a 1951 Bentley that he purchased in 1976 in Eng-

land and he had it shipped back to Canada. He bought his Model T Speedster from Harry Blackstaff and he re-

cently sold this when he bought his 1912 Model T Roadster. He also has two vintage motorcycles.  Pat thanked 

his wife Margaret for being such a good sport.  

 

  



4 

 40 Years  
 

Ted Baker – Introduced to the club by Ken Showers, Ted started with a 1932 Ford coupe and 1930 

Model A Roadster. He still has those cars.  Ted was involved with the executive in the 80’s and orga-

nized the Model T Father’s Day run for about 15 years. He also ran the New Year’s Day run for many 

years. 

 

 Denis Kitchener – Denis was introduced to the club by Frank Viggers and started with a 1923 Model 

T which his son James now owns. Denis also had a 1949 Dodge which belonged to Frank Viggers par-

ents. Denis had his membership interrupted when he moved to Vancouver for work but then came back 

to Victoria in 1977. 

 

Don Spencer – Don was introduced to the club by Harvey Sherman.  He started with a 1928 Model A 

roadster that he bought in 1957.  He almost didn’t get this car because Harvey wanted it but his father 

would lend him the money to buy the car so Don got it. He has a 1965 Mustang convertible that he pur-

chased from Gordon Boyd.  The car had come from California.   

 

Norrie Spencer – Harvey introduced Norrie to the club and he joined with his brother Don. Norrie 

was just into his newest acquisition, a 1931 AA Truck that he had acquired through Joe Armitage and 

Bob Miller.  This is the truck Norrie took across Canada in 1980, roundtrip, with his family after cus-

tom building a camper for the vehicle. (See our newsletter August-September 2014) 

 

45 years  

 

Tom Fisher – Tom started with the Victoria Chapter in 1969, being introduced by Joe Armitage. Affec-

tionately recognized as Mr. Model A, Tom has always been a helpful resource for Model A people.  Tom 

and Helen, along with the Fisher family home and property on Happy Valley Rd have been wonderful 

hosts for numerous car events.  

 

Al Kent – Ned Hanning introduced Al to the club even though he did not have a car at that time.  He 

quickly purchased a 1931 Model A but that was replaced with a 1930 Model A that he still owns. That 

1930 car was a mess and needed a lot of work including a new engine.  He also has a 1933 Ford pick-up, 

soon to be with his son.  The 1966 Chevrolet Nova is owned by Al and his son under a partnership of his 

son handling the restoration and Al handling the funding. Al started our Vintec and that was in place 

for about 15 years. 

 

Sunday runs 

 
The enjoyment factor with our Chapter is increased with participation in 

our Sunday runs, brought together by Heinz Mueller.  Members with 6 or 

more runs received a commemorative decal and gift cards for Co-op Gas. 

Members and number of runs out of 11 for 2014: Heinz & Mary Mueller 

11, Lois & Bill Bouchard 11, Reg & Helen Potts 10, Don & Dolores Stevens 

10, Dave & Karen Hilder 9, Richard Maki 9, Brent, Martha & Morrison 

family 9, Raul & Liz Taylor 8, Rita Green 8, Richard Johnson 8, Bill Nicol-

son 8, Pete Seward & Linda Wood 7, Harvey & Sue Sherman 7, Norm & 

Patricia Tatlow 7, Gordie & Jane Thomas 7, Jim Morgan 6. 

 

Thanks Heinz for the year of Sunday runs. 
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Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy 

 
The Robert Lawrence Memorial Award trophy honours a Charter Member of our Chapter, who was a very 

active member and a true fan of the old car hobby. Robert Lawrence presented many interesting and thor-

oughly researched slide shows at Chapter 

Meetings, was always an avid tour support-

er, served as an executive member, Chapter 

correspondent and was active in many other 

Chapter events. The voting and presentation 

of this award recognizes the commitment 

and contribution of members who are inte-

gral to the ongoing success of our Chapter. 

 
Every year at our October General Meeting 

members have the opportunity to vote by 

ballot for a deserving member to receive the 

Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy, for the 

most valued member.  And every year at our 

Awards Banquet the award is announced 

and presented.  Jane Thomas was the 

worthy recipient of this trophy for 2014 

and here is Brent Morrison presenting 

the trophy to Jane.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Clockwise from top left: Don, Nor-

rie and Tom compare notes; Tom, 

Paul, Liz, Agnes, Anne, and Jim 

relaxing; Al, Jane and Tom; Jane, 

Lois and Gordie; Jane with Paul 

just after he received the Past 

President’s trophy.      
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Mike’s	First	Car:		Story	told	by	Mike	May	to	Editor	
	
At our Awards Banquet a few weeks ago Jane read out a short piece of information about each 

recipient.  In the brief covering Mike May receiving his 25 year pin (see page 4), there was the in-

formation about his 1949 Buick.  Well, it was a couple of years ago when Mike was a passenger 

with us during a Sunday run. During the drive he included the story about his 1949 Buick and 

I’ve been holding this story.  

 

Now’s my time to share the story in Mike’s words as I heard them. I offer apologies to him if I’m a 

little off base. 

 
My first car was a 1949 Buick Roadmaster convertible.  It featured beautiful blue paint, gleam-

ing bright chrome, red leather plush seats and an attractive black top. A straight eight and 

Dynaflow transmission completed the package for me.  This was a hot car, and in my view, a 

very practical addition to my lifestyle. 

 

I was seventeen, living a young person’s life in Ottawa.  School was almost done and I thought 

about the good times ahead, but unfortunately I had no car to go with those anticipated good 

times.  So it was my personal priority to find this missing piece to my life’s puzzle.  Time now to 

check the newspaper for used cars, actually “really” used cars according to my budget.  I was 

not panicking about this need for a car because quite honestly I had no money.   

 

The newspapers presented some tempting vehicles listed but it came to an attractively sounding 

and nicely priced Buick.  It was that walk to a close-by neighbourhood that got the car juices 

flowing for me.  There it was, tucked closely between two houses in an upscale neighbourhood, a 

beautiful looking blue convertible.  I was hooked. 

 

This had to be my car I thought as I was walking directly to the front door.  My knock on the 

door brought a gruff looking man who I am sure wanted to put the fear of negotiation to a young 

person.  He didn’t give me much time for my introduction as he solidly asked me for a reason to 

be standing on his front porch. I politely mentioned that I was interested in the car that he had 

for sale and I heard that the price was to be $300.  I offered less than he was asking shortly be-

fore I was encouraged to leave his premise.  My walk away from this home was only the first of 

many as I came to that front door numerous times, almost pleading for a deal. 

 

Then one day I had “borrowed” my dad’s car and drove to the seller of “my Buick”. It was my 

dad’s car that made the difference this time as the seller scanned beyond me to assess the beau-

ty that was nicely parked at the sidewalk.  It seems that he was more interested in my dad’s car 

than I was interested in his Buick.  In any case he was impressed that I was able to drive the 

car and this seemed to swing the sales deal for “my” Buick. The $125 that I had been offering 

was finally accepted. The car was mine. 

 

I arranged to have the Buick towed to the front of my dad’s house and this didn’t give him posi-

tive feelings, wondering out loud just how long I would be parking this non-operating vehicle. It 

wasn’t there too long because I was anxious to get this car on the road.   

 

Mike still has this convertible. 
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Christmas in the Village 
Two weekends in December are very important to the financial side of Heritage Acres, as the facility 

counts on the support of  many businesses and associations through cooperative partnerships for their 

Christmas in the Village and then invites the public to enjoy Christmas colours and traditions. Our 

Chapter has been there every year to help the organizers, to decorate three buildings and volunteer on  

one of the six nights when the public enjoy all that is offered.  

Our decorating outing was reported in our last newsletter and since then some of us volunteered to han-

dle parking and admission gate responsibilities.  That was on Friday December 5, actually a great even-

ing for this time of the year. And the public responded to the lovely evening and many to their experienc-

es of past years, as there were more people this year than the same outing last year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LeMay Car Museum proposed Coach Trip  

 
In our last newsletter there was an article about a proposed coach trip to Tacoma and the LeMay Car 

Museum(s). This has also been brought forward at two recent general meetings. The idea is for a trip, 

possibly in March, from Victoria to Tacoma and return via a chartered coach.  The Chapter through its 

surplus reduction initiative would cover all costs except for hotel and personal costs of members.  That 

would limit the two night trip cost for members to about $500 maximum for two people.  The coach, ferry 

and admission costs to the two car museums would be covered by the Chapter. If this trip is to be take 

place there would be a requirement for adequate confirmed bookings.  Please look for more information 

to come about this outing, as additional member input is gathered.   

Christmas in the Village is a great opportunity for a 

family outing. The children take their parents first to 

the train for the decorated and lighted train ride 

through the grounds before heading off for Santa vis-

its, the lighted buildings, the school choir and then 

the eats.  Meanwhile back at the admission gate and 

the parking lot we hang around and handle our fes-

tive responsibilities.   

 

Pictures here courtesy of Paul Taylor. 
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Editor’s musings 
I’m certain that we’ve all heard the expression, a page short of a full load. Or something similar I think.  

In any case I had this blank page in the newsletter and nothing available to fill the blank! I can’t wait 

until Christmas to see if I get a story line under the tree for the newsletter, so either read on or flip to 

the final page. 

 

In this issue there is an article covering the Awards Banquet 

however I didn’t provide the full background about our 

awarding of membership pins. It was at our 2013 Awards 

Banquet that Jane provided background highlight infor-

mation for each member receiving a pin. This was well re-

ceived by the members at that banquet so Jane continued 

with the initiative this year for our 2014 banquet. (Starts on 

page 2) Of course putting all of this together takes a signifi-

cant amount of time, in contacting the members, arranging 

the information and then presenting the comments at the 

Awards Banquet.  Again this year the information about our 

members was well received.  I believe that we can only hope 

this will be a tradition at our future Awards Banquets.  

 

There is an article in this newsletter about the annual Heritage Acres Christmas in the Village and our 

long-standing participation in this fund raiser and Christmas holiday activity for Heritage Acres.  Over 

the years we have enjoyed great membership involvement in the decorating and hosting of one of the six 

nights when the public arrive and enjoy. Our Chapter has been involved since the first year and our 

decorating was possible with our membership donations of their surplus lights and decorations.  We 

started with lots of old lights but through the years the newer energy efficient lights have been donated 

by members. We’re now high tech!  It takes about 12 members just over 2 hours to decorate on a Novem-

ber Saturday morning. With far less detail the rapid removal of lights and decorations after the early 

December weekends takes two of us less than two hours.    

As is so often said, “time flies when there’s a 

Swap Meet in June”. Our first meet was in 1968 

with a downtown Victoria location,  so that 

makes our 2015 event in June at 46 years since 

the 1968  gathering. Over those years many 

members have volunteered numerous times to 

make our Swap Meet the success that it is and 

we will call on a lot of them again. Of course we 

don’t want the newer members to feel  that they 

can’t answer the volunteer call, so the “ask” will 

go to them as well.  Volunteers are rewarded 

through the satisfaction of participating, by wit-

nessing the satisfied customers who come to our 

meet, and in knowing that all of our efforts gen-

erate the financial benefits that keep our Chap-

ter activities very affordable.  

          

So much for the blank page!! 
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Swap Meet Chairs—David and Karen Hilder 
Our new swap meet chairs are David 

and Karen Hilder.  They’ve “heard the 

call” and have offered their services to 

manage the swap meet following the 

retirement of Dave and Becky Rogers. 

David and Karen have great experi-

ence with our swap meet, being very 

active volunteers over their years 

with our Chapter.  

Their new responsibilities start imme-

diately, with the assistance of Dave 

and Becky who will be available for 

the initial learning curve. Our 2015 

swap meet is  Sunday June 21, so our 

new swap meet chairs will be significantly involved starting now.  Welcome David and Karen.  Thanks 

for coming forward to handle this responsibility. 

 

    

 

  

  

 

 

 

Too funny - scary how true it is!!!  
  

If my body were a car, this is the time I would be thinking 

about trading it in for a newer model. I've got bumps and 

dents and scratches in my finish and my paint job is getting a 

little dull... 

But that's not the worst of it.  

  

My headlights are out of focus, 

And it's especially hard to see things up close.  

  

My traction is not as graceful as it once was. I slip and slide 

and skid and bump into things even in the best of weather.  

  

My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.  

  

It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed. My fuel burns 

inefficiently.  

 

But here’s the worst of it.  Almost every time I sneeze, 

cough, or sputter, either my radiator leaks or my 

exhaust backfires.  
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Happenings:  
Thursday January 1, 2015, Happy New Year’s Day and welcome to our annual New Year’s 

Day run.  The gathering place is at our regular Sunday run spot, the Forestry Building on West Burn-

side.  We meet there at 1 pm and depart at 1:30 pm for an approximate 1 hour drive and then we’ll 

have the reception along with our traditional donuts and beverage.  Don’t forget that we will collect 

non-perishable food items for the Mustard Seed.  Brent Morrison is looking after the drive and he is 

arranging for the non-fattening donuts.  The Taylor’s are handling the reception.   

 

                Merry Christmas and  
 

 

 

Sunday runs:    Sunday, January 18   Hosted by Liz and Paul Taylor 

     Sunday, February 15   Hosted by Becky and Dave Rogers 

 

General Meetings:   Tuesday, January 6    Regular time and regular place 

     Tuesday, February 3  Regular time and regular place  

 

                                  Vinettes enjoy Gardens and lunch  
Rita Green kindly reported that there were only the four Vinettes on Friday December 5th who took 

the outing to the Butchart Gardens. But it doesn’t take big numbers for Vinettes to have an enjoyable 

outing anywhere and in this case their enthusiasm, along with all that Butchart Gardens can offer re-

sulted in good times. 

There was the stroll along the pathways, a ride 

on the Carousel and a chatty lunch at the Blue 

Poppy Restaurant.  And I’m sure there was the 

compulsory visit to the seed and gift store!    
Thanks Rita for the information and pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barb Kent on her trusty steed!                             Lorna Steer, Rita Green, Barb Kent and Rose Spencer               


