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A February Tour! 
      But not here 
I have enjoyed this event in New Zea-

land twice before but this year I left 

for home one week too soon. This tour 

doesn’t have the legacy of our May 

Tour but it does get the participation.  

 

This year the hosts expected over 600 

classic cars and hot rods at the four 

day festivity of road tours, massive 

beach gathering of people and cars, 

musical concert, gymcarna and coun-

try fair  - all featuring the “American” 

car.  (Therefore the title AmeriCARna 

as a play on words.)  The event this 

year takes place in a few communities 

on the north island, over a four day 

period .  These communities solidly 

support the event, to the extent that 

the city of New Plymouth removed two 

speed bumps for the parade down the 

main drag. As well streets and retail 

shops are decorated with flags, ban-

ners and signs.  Bill 



Blast It another Sunday run! 
At least that’s what Pete Seward 

called  his organized run for Sunday 

January 15. This run was two weeks 

after the annual and very successful 

New Year’s Day run.   

 

The winter weather leading up to 

this run and the promises (or 

threats) of more stuff limited this 

tour to the eager and very supportive 

tour members for this Sunday.  The 

roads still held some of that “stuff” 

that municipalities spread around 

when conditions are slippery or may 

be slippery.   

 

Participation for this run was on the 

lower end because of weather prom-

ises but there were still 27 keeners, 

mostly in modern vehicles. 

 

The attraction at the end of this run 

was a relatively new company in 

town called Blast It!  No, it’s not 

about demolition or a trip to a far 

away planet.  This company offers 

do-it-yourself sandblasting services 

or for a fee they will do the job for 

you.  Tour attendees tried their hand 

at blasting opportunities, a few 

members with their own project. 

 

There was a coffee break  following 

the visit to Blast It!    Serious Coffee 

in Esquimalt was the destination for 

beverages and treats. 

 

Thanks Paul for the tour suggestion 

and thanks Pete for the organization. 

Game on! 
 

Our Sunday February 19 run, organ-

ized by John King, was a hit.  In fact 

it was a full blown strike. 

 

The day of the month, starting point 

and time of departure are all kept con-

sistent (and easy) for members.  So it 

was 1:30 on the second Sunday after 

the first Tuesday and the Forestry 

Centre on West Burnside for the gath-

ering and departure.  The route 

promptly moved toward Broadmead 

and then over to the Cordova Bay area 

and further out to the Central Saanich 

farmland, North Saanich, the airport 

and crossing the highway again to 

Sidney. 

 

Time to bowl at the Miracle Lanes in 

Sidney.  Seventeen of the thirty people 

on the run tested their bowling skills 

(or lack of!) with Les Vivian taking the 

men’s highest score and Ruth King 

(John’s sister) hanging in there for the 

women.  John passed out the Purdy’s 

hedgehogs that he had bought for the 

winners. 

 

There were reports that many would-

be bowlers regularly took advantage of 

the lane gutters so as not to have 

equipment missing in action!  In any 

case post-game coffee was in order. 

 

There were 30 people on the run, rep-

resenting 18 memberships.  Twelve 

vintage cars were brought out on this 

reasonable weather day in February. 

 

                         Thanks Pete for the tour notes. 



Vinettes  
 

On Monday February 13 seven of our 

Vinettes went to Butchart Gardens.  It 

was an added pleasure to have Joan 

Lawrence join us for this outing.   

 

First we caught a bite of lunch in the 

coffee shop across from the gift shop, 

before proceeding to view the garden 

display in what is usually the blue 

poppy restaurant.  It was transformed 

into a spring paradise with a huge ar-

ray of colourful blooms, trees, a 

bridge, waterfall and pond with koi.  

We browsed a historical picture dis-

play before making our way to the car-

ousel, where we all had a ride.  It 

must be a rare sight to see seven sen-

iors to all hop on at the same time. 

Great fun. 

 

In March our meeting, probably better 

referred to as a social gathering, will 

be held at the home of Alice Weins. 

 

Submitted by Dolores Stevens 

 

Tables at the ready for The Vinettes 

 
Enjoying the day are Lorna, Peggy, Dolores, Joan, 

Barbara and Alice.  Photo taken by Rita. 

Indoor water feature at Spring Prelude 



My 1948 Dodge - Ian Baird 

 

My grandfather, Edward Petty, pur-

chased the Dodge in North Battleford, 

Saskatchewan in 1948. My friend 

David Pollock has kindly provided the 

following information: “ Your car is 

Model D 25 C, four door sedan. It was 

built in Windsor, Ontario in 1948 the 

third year of this model that was built 

for the Canadian market using the 

same mechanical components as the P 

15 Plymouth. This featured a 218 cu-

bic inch engine rated at 95 horsepower 

coupled to a three-speed transmission. 

They were very popular cars in their 

day and many were kept in daily ser-

vice for twenty years or more. 

 

The Dodge Special Deluxe sold new 

for a base price of $1846. Taxes, ship-

ping and delivery charges as well as 

any optional equipment like radio or 

heater pushed this price up to about 

$2400. There were 31,259 D 25 C Spe-

cial Deluxe Dodges sold between De-

cember 1945 and February 1949. Body 

styles included a business coupe, a 

club coupe, a coach (2dr sedan) and 

the popular four-door sedan. A con-

vertible was built for export markets. 

The 1948 models are distinguishable 

from their earlier counterparts in 

that they were equipped with 15-inch 

wheels. Other Dodges of 1948 in-

cluded the lower priced D25 S and 

the more expensive and larger D24 

with Fluid Drive. My Dodge is 

termed a "survivor" in that it has 

never been restored. 

 

My grandparents moved to Victoria 

in 1957, the year of their 60th wed-

ding anniversary. My uncle and 

cousin drove the Dodge to Victoria. 

The route was Paynton - Edmonton-

Calgary down to the Crowsnest Pass 

and on to Cranbrook. From Cran-

brook they travelled through the 

USA and up to Victoria. My grandfa-

ther died in 1960. My mother and 

sister drove the Dodge and it was our 

second car.  

 

I got my driver's license in 1964 and 

then the Dodge took on a different 

direction. I drove it over logging 

roads, forded rivers (the Sooke and 

Leech rivers in particular) and gen-

erally all of Vancouver Island. One 



memorable drive was the suspension 

bridge over the San Juan River. I be-

lieve it is safe to say I went places in 

the Dodge that people would hesitate 

to drive today. During my university 

years, it saw some times I would leave 

to the imagination! However the 

Dodge did suffer mechanically! To 

make a long story short, the mechani-

cal attention it received was shoddy 

and indifferent at best. But then I met 

David Pollock and the life of the 

Dodge underwent a miraculous recov-

ery. Through David's patience and 

skill, the Dodge qualified for collector 

plates. Just recently Dave removed 

rust and replaced metal on the pas-

senger side and installed new front 

springs. As I approach retirement, I 

have no intention of buying another 

vehicle. In conclusion, to quote David:" 

It (the Dodge) remains as a testimo-

nial to good engineering unsullied by 

intelligent care." 
 

50th Anniversary Patch 
Way back in 2010 your Chapter produced a 50th Anniversary Patch and made 

it available free for the first and a paltry $5 for each additional one.  Distribu-

tion took place at regular meetings and a couple of Sunday runs.  Well we did-

n’t hear from everybody and there are patches remaining. 

 

There is a list of memberships who have not received a patch, so if you’re miss-

ing this anniversary issue please give Jane Thomas an email or telephone call. 

 

This is a quality cloth  product with two col-

ours of thread plus the black border.  Size of 

the patch is 4 3/4 by 2 1/2. 

 

Please contact Jane Thomas..   

 



Chapter Happenings 
Tuesday, March 6    Regular meeting, regular time and place. 

Tuesday, April 3           “              “             “          “       “      “ 

 

Sunday, March 18    Sunday run, brought together by Liz Taylor and honoring 

        St. Patrick’s Day this run is titled “A Saintly Run”.. 

 

 

 

 . 

Special Events 
The City of Victoria celebrates its 150th anniversary of incorporation this year 

with numerous activities.  One of the celebrations will feature vintage cars and 

this is where our members can participate.  Early information has Saturday, 

September 8 as the date.  Stay tuned for additional information.  

 

Cars are needed for Glengarry Hospital Spring men's group.  Date is to be con-

firmed but it will be this Spring, on a Tuesday morning and at 10:30am for 

about an hour.  Please consider your participation when the call comes out. Hey, 

maybe we can “do lunch” after the event! 

 

Entertainment at Meetings 
There are essentially four main parts to our regular meetings, those being the 

meeting itself, the auction, entertainment and refreshments.  Three of those four 

are under control.  It’s the entertainment part that is not always in place and 

your input is required. 

 

If you have ideas for entertainment just pass them to an executive member or 

make mention at a meeting.  Maybe you would like to hear from interesting 

speakers, or from other members, and perhaps view slides or video.  Let some-

body know.    


