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As another great year comes to a close, I would like to thank the Executive and Vol-

unteer Committee heads for their service again this year.  Special thanks goes out 

to retiring Executives, Secretary Karen Hilder and Director Peter Klit.  Your par-

ticipation on the Executive has been appreciated and we will miss you at our meet-

ings.  Welcome to the Executive for 2013, Secretary Bill Bouchard and Director 

Harvey Sherman, and thank you to all who have offered their commitment for the 

coming year.   

 

Thanks go as well to all those who helped out during the year by arranging Sunday 

Runs, volunteering at the Swap meet, Corn Roast and Christmas in the Village and 

by attending meetings and runs and by having the hot beverages and snacks at our 

meetings.  You make it all worthwhile.  I look forward to seeing many of you at the 

Christmas and Awards Banquet on Sunday, December 2nd.  Tickets are still avail-

able from Jane Thomas.  Also, at our meeting on Tuesday December 4 we will have 

our membership appreciation evening, with special complimentary catering.  See 

you there! 

  

The annual Christmas in the Village takes place on the first two weekends of De-

cember and our Chapter has always been a full participant for this event.  Our eve-

ning to staff the admission gate and supervise the parking is on Friday, December 

7th and we will need 12 volunteers for this 3 ½ hour evening.  Hot chocolate, coffee 

and delicious food is available on that night as well.  Please help out if you can.  

  

On behalf of the Executive, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year in 2013.  Don’t forget our annual New Year’s Day Run, leaving the For-

estry Centre at 1:30 on January the first. 

  

Paul Taylor, Chapter President. 

President’s Message 
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Christmas in the Village 
Lighting up the village every Christmas has been a big part of our Chapter’s par-

ticipation with Heritage Acres.  This year, on Saturday November 24, our team of 9 

volunteers strung the lights with relative care and enormous skill.  Now we need 

volunteers for Friday December 7 when we will be responsible for the admission 

gate, the parking control, and if we have a few extra people we can also volunteer 

in the warmth of the schoolhouse for serving of refreshments to the visitors . 

 

If you are unable to volunteer, plan to bring the kids or grandkids to this great 

Christmas event that takes place over two weekends. 

 

The picture on page 6 is the appreciation card that we received for our volunteer 

work last year.     
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The Great Pumpkin Run - Sunday October 14 
 

Take a great idea, place super organization to that idea and work with enormous 

enthusiasm to complete the plan for the October 14 Sunday run. This was the great 

pumpkin run, conceived and put together by Dolores and Don Stevens. 

 

The big plus for this Sunday was to bring young kids to the tour and allow them to 

have a free run when participants arrived at Michell’s Farm and the field of pump-

kins. The young people would be able to pick out their favourite pumpkin with com-

pliments of our Chapter.   

 

The weather wasn’t a big co-operator for this tour, with significant rain severely 

reducing participants, having only 9 vehicles and their passengers arriving at the 

regular start point.  Three additional cars joined the group at Michell’s Farm. The 

big rain did ease for the pumpkin pickers and with respect to Charlie Brown and 

the great pumpkin our pickers thoroughly enjoyed the field day. Our pickers   were 

Jane and Gordon’s two nieces, Alexandra and Meghan, Rita’s grandson Josh with 

his friend Reed, plus Dolores and Don’s great-

grandchildren Christian and Alice. 

 

This was a fun run for everybody who braved the 

first significant dampness of the season. The big 

rain did ease for the pick and for the short drive 

to complete the outing with refreshments at our 

reserved area at White Spot restaurant. 

 

Thanks Don and Dolores for this great Sunday 

tour.  Could it be the first annual Great Pumpkin Run? 
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Bursary with Camosun College 
 

Our Chapter is proud to be associated with Camosun College in their bursary pro-

gram for students. For us it was important to show support with a bursary that 

benefits students in the curriculum for Automotive Technology. 
 

The Victoria Chapter’s support to Camosun dates back to June 2000 when, after 

membership discussion,  Paul Taylor approached Camosun College Foundation for   

information on establishing a bursary for students in the Automotive Technology 

Program. At the time, Heinz Mueller was President of the Chapter and Pete Sew-

ard was Treasurer.  

 

By November of that year further membership discussion resulted in a $2,500 do-

nation to establish an endowment at the College. Shortly thereafter, as we had ex-

pected, $2,500 of matching funds were contributed by the College through a then 

existing B.C. Government matching grants program. 

 

A further donation of $2,500 in 2006 with a subsequent additional $2,500 from the 

matching grants program brought the endowment to $10,000. The chapter made 

additional donations in 2007, 2008 and 2009 with the endowment now holding a 

fine sum of $20,000. Interest earned annually on the endowment is distributed as 

bursaries, with students selected by the College’s Financial Aid office. 

 

Nine very worthy Auto Tech students have received bursary support over the 

years, three of whom are female.   The 2012-2013 recipient will be selected in 

March 2013. 

 

For the past couple of years Camosun College has offered a Women in Trades pro-

gram, where over a three month period of time women sample the range of skilled 

Trades education offered by the College.  They then can choose to move into the 

Trades program of their choice, and some of the women haven’t been shy in choos-

ing the Automotive Technology program. 

 

Camosun students have really benefited from the support of the Vintage Car Club 

of Canada (Victoria Chapter) and hopefully some of the expertise of the Auto Tech 

grads has benefited Club members. 

 

 

All facts and majority of copy supplied by Camosun College, with thanks. Ed. 
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Congratulations to Becky and Dave Rogers of BC Hazmat, recipients of Employer 

of the Year at the recent Crystal Awards for Business Excellence sponsored and 

presented by the Saanich Peninsula Chamber of Commerce. 

 

The October 11 ceremony held at Butchart Gardens also recognized BC Hazmat as 

runner up for Green Business of the Year at this major event of the year.  The 

awards are presented through the Chamber in recognition of the outstanding par-

ticipation and contributions of companies and their employees in growing and sup-

porting the community.   

 

Dave and Becky reinforced the employees who are first-class contributors to the BC 

Hazmat business.  “We rely on the great teamwork that is evident in this company 

and enthusiastically thank all employees for bringing us to Employer of the Year” , 

proudly stated Dave and Becky.  

 

We’re proud of our Chapter members Dave and Becky for  winning this award and 

for also coming in as runner-up honourable mention for Green Business of the Year 

and in the Not-for-Profit Organization for their Tom Thumb Mobile Safety Pro-

gram.     
 

 

Off to a winner - our Sunday run. 
Sunday November 18 was our Sunday run day and true to form for November the 

weather forecast was threatening but just because of our event the day broke fine. 

In fact there was some sunshine at times!  For mid-November the run attracted 12 

vintage vehicles and 38 people.  

 

The approximate one hour drive took us quickly out of town and then on a varied   

course  that effectively got us to our destination of BC Hazmat for a show and tell 

by Dave and Becky plus refreshments compliments of the Rogers. Dave and Becky 

had their new premises fully opened, a Chapter video playing and delicious refresh-

ments waiting for us to tuck in and spoil dinner.   

 

Thanks Dave and Becky for your first-class hospitality and to Bill Bouchard for or-

ganizing the run. 
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Chapter Happenings 
 
Christmas/ Awards Banquet is Sunday Dec. 2  - see page 8 
  

 General Meetings - Tuesday December 4 Member appreciation and special   

         refreshments. 

    Tuesday January 1  A short informational meeting at  

         McCall’s  following the refreshment 

         part of our New Years Day run. 

    Tuesday February 5 

 

Special - New Year’s Day run - 1 pm meet at regular location on Burn-

side West, leave at 130 pm, and end for refreshments at McCall’s on 

Johnston Street. Don’t forget your non-perishable food items or cash 

donation for the Mustard Seed. There will be a very, very brief meeting  

at this gathering. 
 

Sunday Runs -  No December Sunday run 

    Sunday January 13 

    Sunday February 17  
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Vinettes - 35 years of enjoyable service  
 
The Vinettes celebrated their end of year (35th) luncheon at The Lakes on Satur-

day, November 24, 2012. Formed on December 13, 1977 The Victoria Vinettes have, 

for all of these years, closely followed their original aim “to be a supportive group to 

the Car Club”.  

 

Their first major supportive activity was to assist in many ways with the 1979 May 

Tour, The Tartan Tour.  To fulfill their ambitious support for this May Tour re-

quired numerous fundraising activities,  not the least of all was the first concession 

at the Chapter Swap Meet at Mayfair Mall and   two seasonal Bazaars at Hillside 

Mall. This was a start to many activities and wonderful support for the Chapter 

while always enjoying themselves 

 

More about the Vinettes and their 35 years in following issues of our newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

front row l to r: Lorna Steer, Bernice Fiorin, second row: Joan Huddleston, Rita Green, back 
row: Peggy Ackenclose, Alice Wiens, Ruby Shea, Barbara Kent, Dolores Stevens, Rose 
Spencer.  Missing: Helen Fisher, Ann Sage. 
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Christmas Banquet and Awards 
 
The date is Sunday December 2 and the times are 5:30pm for cocktails, 6:30pm for 

dinner with member awards and entertainment to follow the banquet. The Em-

bassy Inn at the Inner Harbour is the host location for our annual special function. 

 

If you miss this evening there will be a full report of the awards and the social eve-

ning in our February-March newsletter. 

 

 

 

 
Swap Meet 2013  
 

This is the early bird call for members to volunteer for our 2013 Swap Meet.  Sun-

day June 23 is the big day but we also have the Saturday as set-up and volunteers 

are needed that day as well.  A few of the more arduous chores are already filled so 

it’s gravy from now on. Place your name as a volunteer and let’s make this special 

day a success once again.  It’s the profit from this day that funds numerous Chap-

ter administrative financial requirements and allows for our social events to be free 

or at a lower cost to members.  

 

To cover all staffing requirements, other 

than the inside concession, there is a re-

quirement for 54 positions to be filled.  

(The concession is handled separately by 

Paul and Liz Taylor).  Contact Bill Bou-

chard early and get your pick of positions 

and times.  

 

A few years back we turned over the out-

side concession to the 4-H Club and here’s 

a note that we received after our 2012 

Swap Meet. 

 

Our Swap Meet is a very positive event 

and as a volunteer you are a great asset to 

our club, to the car enthusiasts who look 

forward to our event every year and also to 

the local 4 H Club. 
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Elections for 2013!!! 
 

The annual election  for 2013 Executive and Committee Chairs was held at our 

Regular Meeting on Tuesday November 6.   

 

President - Paul Taylor 

Vice-President - Joe Kovacs 

Secretary - Bill Bouchard 

Treasurer - Brent Morrison 

Director 1 year - Jane Thomas 

Director 1 year - Jim Morgan 

Director 2 year - Richard Johnson 

Director 2 year - Harvey Sherman 

Governor - Brent Morrison 

Past-President - Jane Thomas   

 

Auctioneers - John King, Heinz Mueller, Reg Potts; Awards Banquet - TBD; 

Chapter Newsletter - Bill Bouchard; Corn Roast - Dave Wallace, Marc Brown; 

Membership - Jane Thomas; National Correspondent - Bill Bouchard; Refresh-

ments - Rita Green, Joan Huddleston; Restoration - Harvey Sherman, Bruce 

Hopkins, Gordie Thomas; Sunshine - Dolores & Don Stevens; Swap Meet - Dave 

& Becky Rogers, Marc Brown; Tours & Events - Pete Seward; Web - Liz Taylor. 

 

There is no one person responsible for Entertainment so it is up to members to 

bring forward ideas and programs. 

 

Chapter Memories 
The first corn roast was held September 23, 1962 at Goldstream Park. Chair was 

Ken Showers and there was no cost to members. 

 

In 1977 Joy Cassidy began putting together the New Member Kits and in the 

Fall, Bill Cassidy looked after the 1st Awards Banquet. 

 

On December 13, 1977 an enthusiastic group of ten met  to form the Victoria Vi-

nettes. The founding members were Peggy Bowcott, Gwen Bruce, Joy Cassidy, 

Helen Fisher, Joan Huddleston, Barbara Kent, Helen Potts, Bernadette Sinclair, 

Dolores Stevens and Joni Thursfield. 

 

Wanted, wanted, wanted  -  Dave Rogers is looking for a 1952 Pontiac 
Canadian 4 door sedan.  250-656-3382  
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See you at Heritage Acres for Christmas in the Village 

As a volunteer on December 7 or as a visitor on any of the six nights. 


