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We've just completed another 

successful Swap Meet, spon-

sored and hosted by our Chap-

ter.  

 

This year our volunteers pre-

pared the grounds of the 

Saanich Peninsula Fairgrounds 

on Saturday June 21 and 

opened the Swap Meet to cus-

tomers at 630 am on Sunday 

June 22. And after vendors of-

fered their items to over 3,000 

buyers, the many tired volun-

teers tidied the site and called it another year. The profits from this Swap Meet are added to our bank 

account and all members can have the advantage of subsidized and free opportunities with our Chap-

ter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As can be expected this major Swap Meet requires careful and detailed organization for the year in 

advance of this weekend. We've been fortunate over the years to have good management of our Swap 

Meet and solid operation of the ever popular, and financially successful, concession. 
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It takes a lot of members to fill the volunteer posi-

tions for the outside responsibilities and for the con-

cession duties. There are 28 shifts for the conces-

sion, plus the continuous planning and workload 

handled by Paul and Liz. This year there were 19 

members and 5 non-members who filled the spots 

for Sunday. For the outside part of the Swap Meet 

there are 50 shifts. This year we had 29 members 

and 1 non-member for those 50 shifts, so this re-

quires some members to volunteer for multiple 

shifts. As well there are 5 paid positions filling the 

six hour shift on parking direction. As noted it takes 

a lot of members but in fact there is the requirement 

for additional members to volunteer. 

 

We had a great weather day, happy vendors, 

pleased customers, positive volunteers, great feed-

back from all involved and an improved bank ac-

count. Make a note for the Victoria Chapter Swap 

Meet next year on Saturday June 20 for site prepa-

ration and Sunday June 21 for the big day in 2015. 

 

Special thanks to all of the volunteers. You know 

who you are. 

 

. 

Executive 

 
President    Paul Taylor 
Vice-President   Dave Rogers 
Secretary    Bill Bouchard 
Treasurer    Brent Morrison 
Directors    Jane Thomas 
     Jim Morgan 
     Richard Johnson 
     Harvey Sherman 
Governor    Brent Morrison 
Past President   Jane Thomas 
 
Committees 

 

Membership   Jane Thomas 
Sunshine    Dolores Stevens 
Website/Facebook  Liz Taylor 
Tours    Heinz Mueller 
Entertainment   Bill Bouchard 
Chapter Correspondent Don & Dolores Stevens 
Chapter Newsletter  Bill Bouchard 
Swap Meet    Dave & Becky Rogers 
     Marc Brown 
Corn Roast   Marc Brown 
     Dave Wallace 
Restoration/Preservation Harvey Sherman 
     Gordon Thomas 
     Bruce Hopkins 
Auctioneers   John King 
     Heinz Mueller 
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Luther Court - June 13, 2014 
This was our second year for being invited and at-

tending Luther Court on an early Friday afternoon.  

At the residence this is promoted as a car show for 

the people who live at Luther Court and the time 

that we spend there is very successful and very 

much appreciated by residents and staff. 

 

Also for the second year our Chapter participants 

start the appointment with lunch at a nearby res-

taurant.  This year we enjoyed lunch at 1550, the 

same place our Sunday run 5 days earlier had 

ended.  After our lunch we headed across the street 

to show our cars and talk with all of the people who 

are brought out to see us and our vehicles.   

 

From our Victoria Chapter our members Brent, Paul, Harvey, Gordie, Jane, Don, Dolores, Les, Rose 

and yours truly participated as we did last year.  There were a few other people there with cars and 

lots of residents to visit with us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Rose and Les enjoying the day with their ‘39 Buick     Reg and Harvey planning their next move? 

 

Oak Bay Lodge - June 17, 2014 
Four days after Luther Court a few of us did a repeat of last year and attended a morning gathering at 

Oak Bay Lodge. Our 10 am appointment was planned as a mid-morning treat for residents and on this 

lovely weather day I’m certain that the entire building came out to visit with us and experience the 

cars.   

 

On this morning we had Reg, Paul, Pete, Gordie, Linda and me with cars.  Paul’s mother Pearl is a 

resident at Oak Bay Lodge and she was out to visit and sit in Paul’s car, ready for anything that may 

happen!  It was also nice to visit with Suzanne Johnson who was an active member of our Chapter. 

                                                                                                                                      (go to page 6) 



4 

Spencer Journey 
Across Canada in 1980 
 
Long ago and far to go! 

The plan was simple, take 

an old car and drive 

across Canada with your 

family and a few other 

hardy folks with similar 

interests. The simple idea 

builds complexity for the 

Spencer's when there is 

the need to properly pre-

pare their Ford and to 

build a camper. The 

camper would be the fam-

ily home for two adults 

and three children 

throughout the long trip. 

Planning for this Cross Canada tour started with the organizational meeting in October 1978. The trip 

commenced, less than two years later, in July 1980. The idea, along with the initial concept and plan-

ning came out of the Golden Ears Chapter of the Vintage Car Club. 

 

There were 23 vintage and a support vehicle on this ambitious adventure but there was only one truck 

with camper. That vehicle belonged to the Spencer family with preparation of the 1931 Model AA truck 

and camper. Building of the camper from original design started in the winter of 1979 and ended at the 

start of the trip on July 25, 1980 on the ferry from Swartz Bay when Norrie was still putting alumi-

num screws in the camper. 

 

The camper is 11 feet long and for this trip there was a section for the three boys (ages 7,11, and 13) 

and an adult section for Norrie and Rose! The truck was upgraded with a 1933 B engine that took 

horsepower to over 50 from the original A engine at 40 horsepower. 

 

There were expectations, that notwithstanding the upgrading and the first-class condition of all vehi-

cles, there would be mechanical issues. The Spencer's didn't have long to wait as they experienced 

overheating in the Fraser Canyon. Then there was a need to have both rear springs re-arched in Ed-

monton. There was also a new main leaf installed on the driver's side as the McCoy Spring Works 

broke an original. Then there was the problem in Quebec where Norrie's truck lost a rod. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Crossing Canada. The blue line showing east bound for the group and red line is the Spencer return  
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The trip commenced on July 25, 1980 in Victoria at Mile 0 and a ceremonial dipping of wheels in the 

Pacific waters at Cattle Point. Thirty-four days and many experiences later, the journey ended as origi-

nally planned on August 27 at St. John's Newfoundland and the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

This cross Canada trip of 7,608 miles, reached all ten provinces and called at numerous towns where 

special activities had been planned for this Canadian Unity journey of vintage vehicles. This journey of 

vintage vehicles attracted major media coverage and there were numerous articles published. Don Ste-

vens completed the trip with Dolores and he also wrote very interesting stories about the journey. 

Other Victoria participants were the Fisher's and Little's. 

 

The cross Canada experi-

ence was completed for 

most. The plan was to ship 

all vehicles back by train 

but the Norrie camper 

wouldn't fit as promised, 

so the return for them was 

by road. The planned jour-

ney was over 7,000 miles 

but for the Spencer's the 

additional drive west 

brought their total to 

12,000 miles. 

 

Now 34 years later the 

camper looks like new and 

the truck is fitted with 

stake sides, ready for 

other adventures. 
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(from page 3) 

 

Having our five cars there is absolutely perfect as there is limited space for vehicles at the entrance 

area and there is also the need for adequate room for all of the people, most with walkers and wheel-

chairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              The group: Gordie, Pete, Bill, Reg, Linda, Paul 
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Sunday run - June 15, 2014 on Father’s Day 
Our Sunday run for June, on the scheduled second Sunday after the first Tuesday and departing from 

our regular gathering place at 130, was perfect for Father's Day. Reg Potts and Bill Nicolson had put 

together an easy route to follow and a comfortable route to drive. 

 

Our destination was the Cordova Ridge golf course cafeteria but it took a little bit of driving to get 

there. Twenty cars and thirty people did the 30 mile route that included 10 right turns and 14 swings 

to the left, for an enjoyable time of 1 hour and 20 minutes. There was plenty of good parking at the 

Ridge clubhouse and a good selection from the cafeteria. 

 

Thanks Reg and Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday run - July 13, 2014 
Heinz organized a great summer run and tossed in a wrinkle to keep us alert, and briefly wondering 

about the next turn. This beautiful summer day was hot enough for most but not seeming to cause any 

problems for the vehicles and people on this tour. There was plenty of competition for participation in 

this Sunday run, as the weather was very warm, the World Cup may have kept a couple of folks close 

to the tube, the Red Carpet Tour had taken some of our members south and regular summer activities 

are also demanding of recreational time. 

 

On this Sunday there were 13 cars, 9 of them vintage and 22 people. The distance of 18 miles and a 

time of 50 minutes was perfect for this day. Our route took us to Colwood, Langford, Esquimalt Lagoon 

and back through View Royal heading down Craigflower and the Gorge Vale Golf Course for refresh-

ments in the Clubhouse Dining Room. 

 

Very enjoyable Heinz and thanks again. You won the day and Germany won the World Cup. 
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Helen Edwards presents Historic Victoria 
 

At our regular general meeting in June we were fortunate to have Helen Edwards present her slides 

and narration of Victoria History through postcards. The older, and for the most part, hand coloured 

postcards included historic cards of The Empress Hotel in earliest days, Inner Harbour and Princess 

Marguerite, Legislative Buildings, Beacon Hill Park and Thunderbird Park. Showing the cards of 

Christ Church Cathedral Helen was able to touch on the story of the model of the robin and nest that is 

perched high on one of the large columns. There were postcards of busy street scenes of downtown Vic-

toria. Then heading out from the city there were colourful cards of the historic Butchart Gardens, 

Hatley Castle, the Goldstream area and Malahat. 

 

Thanks Helen for those thirty minutes of wonderful postcards. 

 

 

Ice cream night, Tuesday July 1, 2014 
Liz Taylor put this one together, a run for the ages-all 

ages . The annual ice cream run is a popular replacement 

for a general meeting that would be on the first Tuesday 

of a month and this is the fifteenth year for the early 

July outing. But then this is summer and a meeting hall 

is no place to be on a warm summer evening, especially 

with free ice cream as a reward at the end of a shorter 

and very comfortable drive. 

 

This road tour attracted 45 people and 22 vehicles for the 

11 miles that took 40 minutes. As we have over the past 

few years, we ended at the Gordon Head grounds of 

Gordie and Jane. They had the Canada Day flags flying 

on this July 1 and the ice cream waiting for us. Coffee 

and cake complimented the ice cream and I did see one or two of our 

members trying all three items. No names here! 

 

Our evening started with leaving the McCall's lot and heading north, for 

our left turn up Summit Ave hill and the old Victoria reservoir known as 

Smith's Hill Reservoir. This was in service by 1909 and it was the pri-

mary water source for Victoria for only a few years before Humpback, 

Goldstream and Sooke reservoirs were built and put into service for an 

expanding city. 

 

So that's our ice cream run. Thanks to the primary organizers, Liz Taylor 

and her driver Paul. Thanks also to Jane Thomas and her assistant 

Gordie. Oh yes, thanks to some of the profits from our swap meets to pay 

for all of the refreshments. 
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2014 HCCA Red Carpet Tour  
Treasure Island – Oak Harbor, Whidbey Island  Article and picture by Paul Taylor 
 

Victoria VCCC members Reg & Helen Potts (’28 Model A Roadster), Harvey & Sue Sherman (’66 Val-

iant Convertible) and Gordie & Jane Thomas (’34 Oldsmobile) along with Cowichan Chapter members 

Tom & Ann Tams (’39 Buick) took the noon sailing of the Sidney-Anacortes Washington State ferry on 

Thursday, July 10th.  A short drive on mostly back roads got them to the Best Western Plus Harbor 

Plaza Hotel in time to check in and get to Happy Hour.   We were in Reno as Liz had qualified for the 

big National Senior’s Bowling Championships, July 6 to 9. We made it back to the Bellingham airport 

just in time to high-tail it to Oak Harbor in time to have a quick beer before going out for dinner with 

the group.  Dinner was pulled pork on a bun, beans and coleslaw, a dangerous combination! 

 

Friday morning we headed out on the back roads, and most roads on Whidbey Island are back roads, 

generally to the north, across the Deception Pass bridges and then to Rosario Beach Park for a comfort/

coffee stop. 

 

After coffee and cookies, we continued on our way to La Conner. We wandered around downtown La-

Conner for a while, then headed to Pioneer Park. A boxed lunch was served here at a shelter near one 

end of the Rainbow Bridge. 

 

After lunch, we headed back to Whidbey Island for a stop at Rich & Margaret Anderson’s seaside prop-

erty and car collection, where more coffee and cookies were served and we toured their spacious estate 

and garage. 

 

We returned to our host hotel in time for the customary happy 

hour, followed by dinner and a delightful performance by a men’s 

singing group called “The Shifty Sailors”. 

 

Saturday morning, we drove south along the west coast of the is-

land, with a coffee stop at Fort Casey Park. Another nice drive on 

the back roads took us to our lunch stop in a farmer’s field near 

Langley. Background music was provided by a Hawaiian duo 

while we had a buffet lunch under the shade of the apple orchard. 

After lunch we had another back roads tour, ending in a stop at 

the PBY/Catalina Museum in downtown Oak Harbor. The usual 

Happy Hour followed, and the Treasure Island Pirates’ Banquet. 

Sue and Harvey’s ’66 Valiant won the Peoples’ Choice award for 

the 1960 and later class. The overall Peoples’ Choice was Pat & 

Merrilee Farrell’s 1915 Stanley Steamer Mountain Wagon. 
 

The tour concluded with Sunday morning breakfast and Nancy 

Smith’s customary “Road Kill Report”, while wearing a special 

Road Kill hat given to her a few years ago by the Seward’s. An-

other great Red Carpet Tour! Scuttlebutt has it happening in 

Olympia next year! 
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Happenings 
General Meeting: Returning after a summer break there is a meeting on Tuesday September 2.  We 

will have a presentation from a BCAA representative on the topic of travel insurance.   

 

The Sunday run on August 17 starts at 9 am. (see below)  

No Sunday run for September due to corn roast. 

 

Annual corn roast is Sunday September 7 at the usual place of Heritage Acres. Members usually 

start arriving at about 11 am for steamed corn, hot dogs, soft drinks and ice cream.  The train is sched-

uled for kids of all ages.  And it’s all free thanks to the swap meet. 

 

Island Challenge:  You can still register for the annual Island Challenge, hosted this year by our 
Victoria Chapter.  The event is Friday September 5 and Saturday September 6 for the tours, lunches 

and banquet and Sunday September 7 for the corn roast. Contact Pat Meehan or Paul Taylor for regis-

tration.  The $100 per person fee includes all activities and planned meals.  . 

 

Pacific Marine Circle – Sunday August 17: Here's the plan for our Sunday August 17 car run. 

We will leave 4 hours earlier than the usual time for a Sunday run, travel further and be on the road 

longer. The plan is to enjoy the Pacific Marine Circle Tour. For us, that is the route from Victoria to 

Port Renfrew to Lake Cowichan to Cowichan Bay and then home. 

 

Our departure on this Sunday is from Jasmine’s restaurant where we meet for breakfast. Breakfast is 

set for 900 and our departure from the restaurant is one hour later at 1000, when we leave for a lei-

surely drive for Sooke and Port Renfrew. After lunch at the Port Renfrew Hotel we cross the island to 

Lake Cowichan for another stretch, then to Duncan on the Old Lake Cowichan Road, and over to 

Cowichan Bay for a chinese food buffet before heading for home. Overall we will take a very comfort-

able 9 hours for this 260 km drive on totally paved highways. 

 

Plan to join in the enjoyment of this tour. Let Heinz or Paul know if you are joining this trip. Please 

note that this is the Sunday run for August. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credits: Pictures on pages 4 & 5 are from Norrie’s file, page 9 from Paul Taylor, on page 7 the top left and 

lower centre pictures are courtesy Richard Johnson, other photos from Editor. 


