
  

                 

 

 

 

 Victoria Chapter 
          Newsletter 

August - September 2012                                                                 Editor - Bill Bouchard 

Red Carpet Tour -  Wild, Wild West - Winthrop, WA. 
Article and picture from Paul Taylor 
 

The Red Carpet Tour is an annual road tour of the Horseless Carriage Club of Amer-

ica, Sea-Tac Region. This year the destination was Winthrop, Washington. 

 

Our Victoria group met at the Sidney ferry terminal on Thursday July 12 for the noon 

sailing direct to Anacortes:    David & Karen Hilder - 1966 Beaumont, Al & Barb Kent 

- 1963 Nova, Reg & Helen Potts - 1938 Chevrolet, Harvey & Sue Sherman - 1951 Ford, 

Don & Dolores Stevens - 1964 Comet, Paul & Liz Taylor - 1968 Cutlass, Gordie & Jane 

Thomas - 1934 Ford. 

  

Also meeting at the terminal were fellow VCCC members: Andy & Phyllis Stull - 1930 

Chevrolet Pickup (Nanaimo Chapter), Dave & Phyllis Watson - 1964 Ford Falcon 

(Nanaimo Chapter), Iain & Carole McClymont - 1947 Lincoln (North Island Chapter), 

Blaze & Monica Taylor - 1930 Model A Ford (North Island Chapter).  

  

Additional Victoria Chapter members from other places took other routes: Jim & Val 

Schof fstol l  -  1941 Chevrolet 

(Portland), Tony Zimmerman - 1938 

Buick Convertible (Kirkland WA). 

 

All of the folks arriving in Anacortes 

followed my back roads route to the 

hotel, and we arrived safely in time for 

the opening “Happy Hour.  I had a 

couple of HCCA Special Gin and Ton-

ics(2 parts ice, 4 parts gin and 1 part 

tonic) and was feeling OK when Tour 

Chairman Mike Smith asked me to be 

the Lone Ranger at the after-dinner 

festivities. By the time we finished 
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dinner, and now sober, I found that I had agreed to put on a mask, ride a stick 

horse firing a cap gun and yelling “Hi, Ho, Silver, Away!” while galloping among 

the tables.  When you squeezed the left ear of the horse, he made galloping noises 

and whinnied.  After a couple of times around the room, I met Mike and Tonto at 

the front for some silly banter. 

 

 Friday, the Tour consisted of a buffet breakfast, then we were to make our own 

way to Winthrop (140 miles) using a suggested route at our own pace.  I made my 

own back roads route as far as Concrete and to my amazement about a dozen cars 

opted to follow our lead. 

 

After we checked into the Winthrop Inn, there was a dinner at the Barn in down-

town Winthrop.  After dinner, Liz and I went up on stage and read a story from 

“Routes” featuring some good-natured American-Canadian banter involving a 

woman from California who had written to BC Ferries about her blouse which was 

damaged while she was in “Stall number 4, being 4th from the door.”  BC Ferries’ 

response was written by Bill Bouchard.  Then a Bluegrass Band came on stage and 

performed several numbers for us. 

 

Saturday started out with breakfast at the Barn, then we headed out on tour trav-

elling South East to a coffee stop in Pateros, then North East to Omak for lunch in 

a Park.  It was so hot (like 94o F!) that all 80 of us were huddled under the same 

large tree for shade. 

 

After lunch, we headed back via the Loup Loup Pass and stopped at the Smoke 

Jumper Base for a tour and demonstration of the work and life of the Smoke Jump-

ers, an elite organization of firefighters who parachute into an area where fires 

have just started and are still quite small, which they hopefully put out before they 

get too large. 

 

We returned to our Motel and were on our own for dinner. Most of our group went 

to the store next door and bought something that could be eaten in their rooms.  Liz 

and I went to the Duck Brand Restaurant with Mike & Nancy Smith, Tony & Mar-

tin Zimmerman, and Dave & Shirley Kaltenbach. 

 

The tour wound up on Sunday morning with a wonderful buffet brunch at Sun 

Mountain Lodge.  Mike and Nancy gave out some fun novelty awards and Nancy 

gave her ever-popular “Road Kill Report”. 

 

Continued in next issue with The Tour Home From The Tour 
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Metchosin Tour - The School 
Sunday June 17 was the day for this monthly run and Pete Seward put together a great 

afternoon for dad’s and for all members on this Father’s Day.  For the crazy days of 

weather that June presented to us this particular day was very decent for the good number 

of members who came out for the afternoon. 

 

Our end destination for socializing and treats was the Fisher Farm but before this we had 

the historical stop at what is now the Metchosin School Museum.  This original school is on 

Happy Valley Road close to the intersection with Metchosin Road.  The School district was 

formed in 1871 and the school opened in 1872.  This was the first school to be built in Brit-

ish Columbia after confederation in to Canada. 

 

Plan a visit to this school museum, open on Saturdays and Sundays from 1:30 to 4:30 until 

October. 

 

As noted earlier our destination was the Fisher Farm where we were welcomed and 

treated to good weather and picnic tables, soon to be effectively used to hold our large se-

lection of Tim Horton’s donuts, as picked up by Pete and presented compliments of the 

Chapter.  Thanks again Pete and thanks to the Fisher family for their hospitality. 

 

. 
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A Centennial Celebration 
 

Members Josephine and Rob Hill have hosted our members on many occasions at 

their farm home and acreage on East Sooke Road, so this year their welcoming of 

the community should be a natural. The home and property, known as Ragley 

Farm, has welcomed many people over its 100-year history.   

 

Ragley was built in 1912, a large two-and-one-half storey house well situated in the 

heavily forested land of East Sooke.  The house was built for Reverend Mr. and 

Lady Emily Walker who came directly from their home in England.  She was a 

daughter of Lord Seymour and the family residence in England was the Seymour 

estate called Ragley Hall, with forty rooms and ten thousand acres in Warwick-

shire.   Imagine the cultural shift from a 18th century estate in Warwick England, 

to a large house in the midst of a forest. The house was completed for the arrival of 

this family that included five children and servants.  

 

On Sunday August 19 our regular Sunday run will take us to Ragley Farm and we 

will be able to experience   the 100th anniversary celebrations that are taking place 

this year.  Our visits in previous years have been very enjoyable but this year is ex-

tra special as the Hill’s honour the 100 years of their home. 

 

Josephine and Rob host a public market at their farm on Saturday mornings for 

eight months of the year.  
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Editor’s Thoughts 
 

I’m taking almost a full page of this issue just because it is summer.  No that’s not 

the case, actually I’ve been thinking just a little bit more about the direction that 

we should take for your newsletter.   

 

As a Chapter member it’s your newsletter and to that extent it would be great to 

have more members sending in articles and/or pictures.  I have been receiving a 

few stories from members and as I have previously noted there is no need for sub-

missions to be   smoothly written or complete. Actually it could be that an idea for a 

story can be very valuable.  If articles are forwarded for the newsletter then cer-

tainly basic copy will suffice.  I can put the information together in an article by us-

ing the information provided.   

 

Pictures are popular and in fact a photo story may be preferential to some as it is 

very descriptive without having to take the concentration of a read.  So take a few 

pictures and get them to me or dig through your old picture file. 

 

How about information regarding items for sale or things that are wanted?  This 

information is interesting to many and valuable to some. 

 

There is a schedule to issue the newsletters and that is every two months.  Pres-

ently the objective is to have at least eight pages in each issue but I can stretch to a 

limit of ten pages  because it comes down to mailing costs.   Eight or ten pages 

printed two-sides keeps the postage to the letter rate.  Most members receive the 

newsletter via an email colour attachment but there are at least fifteen copies that 

are copied black & white and  mailed.   

 

I’ll start with this issue and provide a date for receiving material that can be in-

cluded in the next issue. That would be early to mid-September for the October-

November issue.  

 

Also, while it’s not critical we may want to think about a name for the publication, 

but on the other hand we could easily keep the name to just what it is - Newsletter. 

 

I look forward to your input, both in comments and material. 

 

Bill Bouchard, Editor 
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Swap Meet Success 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday June 24 was the day that our co-chairs, Becky and Dave Rogers and Marc 

Brown plus our concession guru’s of Liz and Paul Taylor could feel good about.  The 

months, weeks and days leading up to that day did present difficulties and some-

times uncertainties but deep down there was the confidence that the day would be 

a success and that was certainly the case. 

 

Now let’s look at some behind the scene numbers. For the Saturday setup and then 

the Sunday swap meet there is the requirement for enough members to effectively 

manage the approximate 300 volunteer hours needed.  And this does not include 

the numerous hours put in by our co-chairs and concession managers.   

 

It took some gentle prodding to get about 63 volunteers to run this meet for the 

Saturday setup and the Sunday meet. Of these 63 people 17 completed more than 

one shift of duties. This digging for enough volunteers is not unique to our Chapter 

as other clubs and organizations are going through the same dilemma.   
 

But in the end it all worked and it was successful.  Vendors were happy, customers 

were pleased, volunteers were tired and our co-chairs can certainly be congratu-

lated and maybe look forward to next year. 

 

On behalf of the Club, I’m pleased to pass along a special thank you to Dave & 

Becky Rogers and Marc Brown on co-coordinating another successful Swap Meet.  

Thanks as well to Bill Bouchard (Parking), Harvey Sherman (Stall Layout), Peter 

Klit (Inside Stalls) and Liz Taylor (Concession) and their teams of hard-working 

volunteers.  Without the help from our Club member volunteers we just could not 

pull off an event of this size.  Let’s do it again on June 23, 2013  

  

The money earned at this event helps to keep costs low to members for operating our 

Chapter and gives us the means to subsidize various events throughout the year.  

Well done, everyone!  Paul Taylor, Chapter President 
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Father’s Day is highlighted by  the crank  handles on those beautiful T’s at the annual 

Model T run and Pat Meehan is not one to be left behind. Margaret is at the ready for de-

parture on the run. This annual outing is all about having fun and competition, because 

taking the trophy home is not the highlight,  largely due to its complexity!    
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Cool Treats 
The annual summer ice cream run has grown into an anticipated event of fun for 

our Chapter. The evening this year, continuing to be brought together by Liz and 

Paul Taylor, started with a social gathering in town. This was quickly followed by a 

compact local drive and then ice cream indulgence.  I think that it is the ice cream 

indulgence that increases membership participation for this evening. 

 

So here we are on July 3, well into this year’s sample of summer and heading off to 

a rendezvous with ice cream.  After the drive and arrival at our refreshment desti-

nation of Gordie and Jane’s lovely yard there was the chill of sitting outside that 

was competing with the frosty ice cream.  Who would have expected the tempera-

ture to dip so dramatically, keeping in tune with the sun that was quickly exiting 

our beautiful Gordon Head location?   For all of us sitting in our lawn chairs this 

was just another reminder of the fragility of this summer.    

 

For the ice cream treats this year the Chapter covered all of the costs.  This was a 

nice surprise and thank you to swap meet profits for allowing this to happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrome “N” Wheels 
Rita Green and John King, along with their trusty convertibles, mustered on the 

Naden parade square at CFB Esquimalt for the annual Chrome “N” Wheels event. 

This was an all vehicle show and shine, set up as a big part of Formation Fun Day 

on Saturday July 7. 
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In Our Neighbourhood 
 

 

Summer season brings many requests for special showings of our cars to special 

people.  A few of those opportunities came to us for June/July hospitality events.  

There was Berwick House, Marrion House and The Victorian.   

 

The invitation to Berwick House at Royal Oak was for their 3rd annual Vintage Car 

Show.  A few members headed out that way.  For Marrion House the request was 

for a few cars and if a few is three then that’s exactly the number of members and 

vehicles that came out for residents.  Then for The Victorian the request didn’t in-

dicate a number of vehicles and members, so for that reasonable day of weather 

there were about a dozen of us displaying our vehicles and then enjoying the hospi-

tality of lunch with residents.   

 

These are good opportunities for our Chapter and for our members, plus great en-

joyment for the residents of these facilities. 
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Chapter Happenings 
 
Meetings and Chapter runs: 

 
General Meetings -  Tuesday September 4 

                                   Tuesday October 2  

                                Tuesday November 6  

                                  Tuesday December 4  

 

Sunday runs -          Sunday August 19, to Ragley Farm 100th anniversary 

                                 Sunday September 16 

                                 Sunday October 14 

                         Sunday November 18 

 

Entertainment at Meetings 

 
Tuesday September 4 - short video of Port Alberni steam mill  

Tuesday October 2, Laura Knight from Harbour Insurance and vote for Robert 

 Lawrence Memorial Trophy 

Tuesday November 6, our ever popular election night for Executive and committee             

 chairs  

Tuesday December 4, food!! on our Member Appreciation Night       

                           

Special events 

 
Our Bamberton Guided Tour is Sunday July 29 and if you have not yet confirmed 

your attendance please contact Barb or Al Kent. 

 
On Saturday August 4 we have an opportunity to participate in a car show that 

will be a big part of the opening game for  Westshore Rebels Football.  Car show is 

3-6 and there will be a BBQ, live band, and family activity    

 
Saturday September 8 is our afternoon to participate in an event for the 150th An-

niversary of the City of Victoria, with cars displayed in the Rockland area   

 
Corn Roast - Sunday September 9 at Heritage Acres. Free hot dogs, corn-on-the-

cob, drinks and ice cream for members.  Train rides for kids of all ages  

 

Christmas and Awards banquet - Sunday December 2. Ticket information and de-

tails to come  

 


