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President’s Message 

   
 

Next  General  

Meetings  
 

 

Tues. Sept. 6 

 

Tues. Oct. 4 

 

Tues. Nov. 1 

  

 

 

All meetings are at 

St. Luke’s Church 

Hall at 730 pm. 

 

Refreshments, auc-

tion and possible en-

tertainment to follow 

meeting. 

 

Next  Sunday run 

 

Sun. Oct. 16 

 

(Sun. Sept. 11 is our 

corn roast.  No Sun-

day run in Sept.) 

  

 

 

All Sunday runs 

leave from the For-

estry Centre on West 

Burnside, at 1:30 pm  

  
 

I hope that you are all driving around in your old cars in this 

sunny (at last!) summer weather.  There is certainly no shortage 

of vehicle activities for us, considering all of the gatherings and 

drives that can be selected.  You are fortunate to be involved 

with our Chapter activities and it is certainly rewarding as well 

for those who have organized our events. We’ve just come off our 

annual Summer Pot Luck Picnic on August 7th at Jamie & 

Sherrill Cox’s lovely home and garden. It was fun to lead the 

group out to the Peninsula and great to socialize with fellow 

members. 

  

I have an interesting story to tell about how an email that I re-

ceived lead one of our members to connect with the new owner 

of an old car he once owned.  I will tell this story at the Septem-

ber meeting in St Luke’s Church Hall on Tuesday, September 

6th at 7:30 pm.   

 

Don’t forget the Corn Roast at Heritage Acres, on Lochside 

Drive just off of Island View Road, on Sunday, September 

11th.  Since we did so well on Swap Meet Sunday, this event is 

free for all members and their families.  Join us for freshly-

picked corn, hot dogs and drinks.  Come take a ride on a model 

train.  Dave Wallace and Marc Brown will be looking for volun-

teers for shucking and cooking, so please help out if you 

can.  More information will be available at the September meet-

ing. 

  

Happy summer motoring! 

 

Paul 
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Swap Meet Successful 
 
The last Sunday in June is set-aside for our extremely popular Victoria Chapter Swap Meet 

held at the Saanich Fairgrounds. This year's swap meet was an event to enjoy and remember. 

(For those who are working hard all day the enjoyment comes later, knowing that the event was 

successful).  

 

The weather was perfect, with diffused sun shining through the intermittent light clouds and 

absolutely no threat of rain. The weather certainly is a factor in helping to bring out the vendors 

and lucky purchasers. A barometer for warmth is the consumption of cold bottled water.  Last 

year with the weather dull and threatening duller our water sales were minimal.  This year 

with the warmth and perfect sunshine the water sales were brisk and refreshing.   

 

The overall measurements for success include happy vendors, a big crowd of buyers and full but 

adequate parking. Thanks to our meet managers Dave and Becky Rogers and Marc Brown for 

their planning and management in the months leading up to the meet.  Special appreciation 

goes out to the numerous Chapter members who volunteered for Sunday and some that are also 

there for the setup on Saturday. 

 

Also, special thanks to concession gurus Paul and Liz Taylor. The inside concession takes a 

whole lot of organizing and advance purchasing well before swap meet day. A few of the senior 

volunteers “retired” for this year (hopefully back next year) and this required people taking ad-

ditional shifts plus family and friends were on hand for Liz and Paul. It took 22 people to handle 

the duties in the concession.  Also, there was a requirement for additional food supplies because 

of the demand for the quality product.      

 

It was great to see Marie McKay on our setup day Saturday, very capably handling the barbe-

cue and dishing out the hamburgers for volunteers.  Stay in touch Marie.  

 

It’s this Swap Meet that profiles our Chapter to the public and most importantly provides the 

revenue for us to function throughout the year, keeping dues down and activities up. 

 

Next year mark your calendar for Sunday June 24. As well mark down the Saturday for helping 

with the setup for the big swap meet day.     

 

 

 

 .   
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Terry Seward 
December 21, 1942 – August 3, 2011 

 

Terry courageously fought her battle with cancer but left her husband Pete, her loving fam-

ily and a whole lot of friends with her passing on Wednesday August 3, 2011. 

 

Full involvement with our Chapter was the norm for Terry.  She was major factor in our Ex-

ecutive over the years, was a regular volunteer and lately Terry had the responsibility as our 

Tour Co-ordinator.    

 

Our fond thoughts are with Pete and his family.  

 

 

Robert Lawrence Memorial Award 
 

Voting for the Robert Lawrence Memorial Award takes place at our Regular Meeting in Octo-

ber.  So that will be Tuesday, October 4 at St. Luke’s Church Hall with all members present 

able to vote by secret ballot. The result from this vote is announced at our December Awards 

and Christmas Luncheon, with the trophy presented at that time. 

 

 The Robert Lawrence Memorial Award is named after a Charter Member of our Chapter, who 

was a very active member and a true fan of the old car hobby.  Robert Lawrence presented 

many interesting and thoroughly researched slide shows at Chapter meetings, was always an 

avid tour supporter, served as an executive member, Chapter correspondent and brought his 

humour to meetings. The voting and presentation of this award recognizes the commitment 

and contribution of a member(s)  integral to the ongoing success of our Chapter.  

 

Please come to the Tuesday, October 4 meeting and vote.  
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Father’s Day with the old and newer 
 
For the Model T enthusiasts Father’s Day starts out early with the Barney Oldfield Memorial 

Model T Run, an event that has been popular for almost 40 years. 

 

My recollection is that there was about 20 Model T vehicles that eventually were sent out from 

Prospect Lake Hall for the brief but very interesting tour of the close-in countryside.  It seems 

that the gathering, the swapping of stories and the drive are far more important than the spe-

cial trophy that most try to pass along to someone else.  (It’s an “interesting” one-off custom 

made trophy that has been added to over the years by winners.) 

 

They will all be back next year for another attempt to have fun and stay away from the trophy! 
  

 

  

 
  

 Father’s Day Sunday run 
 
Don and Dolores Stevens organized our June Sunday afternoon monthly drive and they led us 

on this Father's Day run. It was a “lids down” convertible day and we were off to the western 

section of Victoria, then transiting across town before turning south for the waterfront, into Oak 

Bay, up to Ring Road and Uvic, before climbing our “mountain”, Mt. Tolmie.  Then we were back 

down to almost sea level and a few minutes later at our refreshment stop in Saanich. There was 

a nice twist during refreshments as Dolores had arranged for the men to participate in a lucky 

draw for door prizes. This was a great day for dads and their supporters.    

 

Even though the demands on dad are great this day, we did have a reasonable turnout of par-

ticipants.  And for all of us who were there the drive was comfortable and the company was 

great.   
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Another page to turn 
 

 

It consumes about 400 cubic feet and contains huge amounts of interesting information, includ-

ing material that is humorous and historical, providing opportunities for reference and research 

and generating opportunities for great satisfaction. There are the 1945 Fast Movers Parts, Bulb 

Horn, A Sleeping Beauty and Skinned Knuckles. All of this and much more are offered at great 

convenience and absolutely no cost to you.   

 

It is our Chapter’s Library! And our librarian, Al Kent, looks after this full-service, free and 

friendly facility.  In fact Al Kent has been in the driver’s seat at our library for over 25 years!  

Give Al an email, a phone call or see him at our regular meetings where he always has his 

trusty sample suitcase and library register. Make this, in his last few months as librarian, his 

happiest days in that role. 

 

The library is a haven for research material, parts books, shop manuals and numerous periodi-

cals.  Then there are the hard and soft cover books of general interest that number over 150 ti-

tles, including The Automobile Quarterly from Volume 1 number 1 through current. Or for 

something different how about the California Crazy Roadside Vernacular Architecture? 

 

As most of you know, responding to library requests over these past years has been like holding 

the duties of the Maytag Repair Man.  That’s right, our best sellers are not exactly best sellers!  

Give Al a call or email and take a book or periodical for a test drive. 

 

The other parts of Al’s responsibilities are with the Archives section of our library.  All previous 

newsletters, newspaper clippings, photographs, slides, videos, minutes from meetings, historical 

Vintage Car magazines, a few trophies and other relative material make up the archives of our 

Chapter. There are boxes of archival material looking for the daylight from those needing infor-

mation.  

 

So get out your library card and go for a loaner. 
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Picnic, Potluck and Portulaca 
 

 

This was our third summer potluck picnic at the lovely garden setting of Jamie and Sherrill 

Cox.  The weather was perfect, the destination idyllic and the drive to get there was varied and 

well planned by Paul and Liz Taylor. 

 

Let’s start with the drive, billed as from Lake to Cake, taking in the scenery of Prospect Lake, 

the lumps through Beaver Lake Park, over to Cordova Bay, across to Old West farm and winery 

country, Saanichton, the Victoria Airport and ending at the Cox’s in the Ardmore area. This was 

a planned 27 mile and 70 minute drive, in top down weather. This drive couldn’t have been bet-

ter and I even managed to stay out of the bottomless hole on one side while at the same time 

avoiding the Lexus coming at me on the other side of Old West.    

 

 

Continued over 
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Continued from previous page 

 

Most of us relaxed and enjoyed the company of fellow club members before succumbing to the collection of deli-

cious dishes for our early dinner.  I say most of us relaxed because some took advantage of the garden tour hosted 

by Sherrill Cox.  Len McIlwrick took the organized tour, seemingly taking in the enjoyment of another’s labours 

and accepting the educational opportunities for additional colours in his property  I can see him now adding nu-

merous garden beds to his Langford acreage.  Question from Len, “how many sprinkler zones in the Cox’s gar-

dens?”  Ask Len for the answer.  

 

The turnout was 25 people (11 vintage cars), not a high turnout for the number of members in the Chapter BUT 

the high quality of the members present was obvious.  For those who did get out to this afternoon of driving and 

dining it was noticeable that the enjoyment factor was very high. Hopefully we can do it again next year.  
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Chapter Happenings: 
 

 

Tuesday Sept. 6 – Sept. General Meeting.    St. Luke’s Church Hall 

 

Sunday Sept. 11 – Annual Corn Roast at Heritage Acres, starting at 11 am 
 

Enjoy complimentary hot dogs, corn-on-the-cob, beverages and ice cream 

Train rides are scheduled for the kids in all of us. 

This activity replaces the Sunday run for September. 

 

Tuesday October 4 – October General Meeting 
 

Voting for Robert Lawrence Memorial Award 

 

Sunday October 16 – Monthly Sunday run 
 

 

Tuesday November 1 – November General Meeting 
 

Election night, voting for 2012 Executive 

 

Sunday November 13 – Monthly Sunday run 
 

 

Sunday December 4, Awards and Christmas Luncheon 
 

 Tickets at meetings commencing Sept. 6 - $30 each 

 

 

Note:  Regular Meetings at St. Luke’s Church Hall start at 730pm 

  Monthly Sunday runs – meet at Forestry Centre on W. Burnside at 1pm  
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Victoria Chapter 

Christmas & Awards Luncheon 

Sunday December 4, 2011 

  Cedar Hill Golf Course 
       

 

 Reception 12:30 pm   Buffet 1:00 pm 


