
  

 

Victoria Chapter  
       Newsletter 

April - May 2014                                Bill Bouchard - Editor 

 

Just a short distance from our coast the members from other Chapters in the Vintage Car Club are 

starting to sense itchy driving feet as they wait for the decent weather that will allow them to get driv-

ing.  I’m sure that all of us are aware that we have been spoiled by the temperate conditions that allow 

us to keep driving and in fact to be selective in our choices for outings with our vehicles.  We’ve had a 

great New Year’s Day run this year and also as reported in our last newsletter we aced with the 

weather for our January Sunday run.  Now in this issue there’s the report for our February and March 

Sunday runs, both experiencing reasonable weather and fun times.   

 

I couldn’t hesitate with the chuckles during our February run in experiencing some fellow participants 

who missed turns and traveled on some unplanned roads.  In March I did a “minor” route variation and 

had the opportunity of waving to the other members as they were traveling the right way and I was 

heading elsewhere!  But, you know in both cases there was good fun. 

 

I’ve inserted an old postcard on page 2.  We’ve got a collection of old pictures and I found this particular 

postcard to be interesting with all of the old cars and the street scene looking down Douglas Street.  

Maybe others have interesting postcards or pictures that include old vehicles and  could be used in our 

newsletter.   

 

I’m always looking for articles that could be of interest to members.  I’m thinking that there could be a 

series of articles about old gas pumps because I know that lots of members have old pumps in their pos-

session.  Please let me know.  If you don’t have a picture I’ll come to your house and take a few pictures.   

 

There’s an article in this issue about our  Victoria Chapter swap meet.  I’ll let the article cover this spe-

cial event but at the risk of being a pain I’ll just throw out the reminder that volunteers can always be 

added to our roster.  Your time commitment can be 2-3 hours and it can be fun. 

 

There’s a Governor’s meeting in April and Brent will be traveling to Merritt for that semi-annual gath-

ering of all Chapters.  Any Vintage Car Chapter member is welcome to attend and this April meeting is 

also the AGM.  The date is Saturday April 12.  

 

That’s it, enjoy the newsletter and please forward your suggestions for articles, and for anything else. 

 

Bill Bouchard 

Editor  
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              This postcard was found in our family collection.  Best guess for time period is after 1930 showing Douglas St. south to Yates St.  



3 

 

Swap Meet weekend 
 
Our annual Swap Meet has been a very important function for this Chapter, as a social connection with 

car enthusiasts, a resource for parts and pieces, a source for funds and as an opportunity for members to 

participate in a major Chapter event.  The first Swap Meet for our Chapter was in September 1968. 

 

Now fast forward 46 years to Sunday June 22, this year’s date for our Swap Meet to be open to the public 

for business. We also use the Saturday of this weekend to get ready and for this meet to be a success it 

takes our members to step up and volunteer a few hours of their time.  Actually for some of our members 

the personal time they provide for this swap meet is more than a few hours and this is much needed and 

appreciated. The rewards are positive for these volunteers, and for our Chapter. 

 

If you are unable to volunteer, be sure to come to 

the swap meet to visit or shop.  Maybe consider 

booking an outside stall or one of the choice inside 

stalls, located in the main building at the fair-

grounds. If you are unable to volunteer or to visit 

on Sunday June 22, or book a stall, then be sure 

that you have told your friends about this event.   

 

A few volunteers are still needed so if you have a 

couple of hours on either the Saturday or Sunday 

(or both!), please contact Bill Bouchard for outside 

or Liz Taylor for the concession.   

 

And thanks for helping your Chapter.   

 

 

 

Bottom right from Paul, other two from editor. 
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Who Has More Fun Than "Car" People? Olds Aurora Style… 
                                                     submitted by Jamie Cox 
 

Our classic car story of this Aurora really begins with the purchase of our first Oldsmobile in 1980 

when living in Sherwood Park, Alberta. In 1980 we traded our 1970 Mark III Lincoln for a 1963 

Oldsmobile Starfire coupe with a member of the Alberta Pioneer Auto Club. We were now hooked on 

Oldsmobiles. 

 

The next Oldsmobile turning point was after meeting Mike & Charlene Izzo of Van Nuys, California 

who owned a '63 Olds Starfire convertible. The connection with them was through a magazine article 

in Cars & Parts Magazine, featuring their freshly restored red convertible. My many business trips to 

Los Angeles always included a stop at Mike's house for a little guidance and restoration advice. He has 

been a great teacher and mentor for me fostering a mutual love of Oldsmobiles. 

 

By 1986 and now transferred to Calgary, we had acquired our second Oldsmobile, a 1984 Delta 88 

Royale Brougham 2 door. That vehicle was driven for 10 years before being sold privately. Years later 

while living in Oakville Ontario, a 1992 Olds 88 LS 4 door was purchased. This car was driven to Lans-

ing for Oldsmobile's 100th Anniversary. 

 

Returning to Calgary and there was the first Aurora, a 1996 purchased in (believe it or not) the town of 

Olds, Alberta. Yes, there is a town called Olds and we have our annual Northern Lights Oldsmobile 

Club show at the GM dealership in Olds, Alberta. 

 

Now a fast forward to 2002 and information that GM's Olds Division was to make a Final 500 series of 

Oldsmobiles. During our 2002 Northern Lights Olds Club show we spoke with Mike about this Final 

500 and also learned from his old time GM friend, Frank Camperlingo, about the production coming up 

in 2003 in the States. Frank also commented that the Aurora design was to compete with Mercedes, 

Audi and BMW European luxury cars and had many specialty features in it. We also learned we had to 

search out an Olds dealership who sold or had sold Auroras previously so as to "qualify" for buying a 

Final 500 Aurora. We found Jack Cartier of Calgary and spoke to their General Manager and Sales 

Manager about getting a Final 500. They learned that the Olds Division in the U.S. would release up 

to 45 Final 500 Auroras into Canada, to key dealerships who had an established track record of selling 

Auroras. The GM Oldsmobile ordering system for the cars would be available in January of 2003, so 

we made a deal with Jack Cartier to order one of these cars and give us first right of refusal. So we 

waited and waited. 

 

About mid-May of 2003, we were called by Jack Cartier to come in and look at the Final 500 Aurora 

(Model GR 29 GAA) they had just received and detailed. It was in their showroom front-and-centre 

with a price tag of $54,000 plus tax, fees, etc.!! The car was beautiful, but we had serious heart burn on 

the price. After all, Cadillacs were selling for far less than this...so it was hard to justify buying such a 

costly car...even if it was a Collector Car. Besides, we did not have that kind of money to spend and 

walked away disappointed. Two months later, in July, the Sales Manager called us to say that GM 

Canada had offered a rebate on the sale of the Aurora and this encouraged us to close a deal on July 

2nd, 2003. We then decided to sell the '96 Aurora. 
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On the 15th of August, 2003, a large box was delivered from Oldsmobile. This was a "Collector's Appre-

ciation Package" certifying the production number for the car as it was made in Orion, Michigan between 

March 10th and 28th. It contains a “Dear Owner’ letter from Bill Nicholson (Oldsmobile Marketing Di-

rector), Final 500 badging, a Bruce Morser artist drawing of the car and a nice display case, all of which 

we still have today. 

 

The car sat most of the time but we decided to take it for a road trip in February of 2007. We drove to 

Scottsdale, AZ to attend the Arizona Olds Club show and also to meet up with Mike & Charlene Izzo. 

 

The Final 500 Aurora now has about 25,000 miles on it with the Scottsdale trip being its biggest excur-

sion. Returning from Scottsdale we hit blinding snow, heavy winds and every type of weather Mother 

Nature could create, but the Aurora performed flawlessly and safely through it all. Our CB radio kept us 

connected to the Frito-Lay trucker ahead and to other carriers, keeping us well informed about road con-

ditions. This same driving adventure introduced Sherrill to the world of Oldsmobile car events, shows 

and cruises.  

 

To date, the only items we have done to this car in 11 years is to replace the battery in 2010 and to han-

dle a recall item related to the steering shaft. Same tires, yearly oil changes and small trips of 30-50 

miles keep it going. We do note the gas mileage has changed on the computer. It was typically at 10.5 li-

tres per 100 Kms and now it reads 13.2 litres per 100 Kms, clearly an indication of fuel efficiency change. 

Note: the original Oldsmobile Dealer window sticker suggests 8.3 litres per 100 kms for highway and 

13.5 litres per 100 kms for city. It needs more long distance trips as it sits with its "Starfire cousin" in 

our garage, kept clean and dry but crying out for attention beyond a polish once a year. 

 

We plan to drive our Final 500 Aurora to Lansing's June 14, 2014 Homecoming Show, about a 3,000 mile 

trip one way. While there, we hope to meet many of the R. E. Olds Club members and see all the other 

fine Oldsmobiles, Auroras and Final 500s.  We also look forward to combing the swap meet for '63 Star-

fire items. Then if all goes well, we will motor on to Toronto to visit my son, Jason and our only grand-

daughter, Serena.   
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Steve Wallace presentation at Feb. meeting 

 
There was a very good membership turnout for our February 4 

gathering and after our business meeting we had our guest Steve 

Wallace take us through his presentation.  The visual content nicely 

complimented his discussion that, for most of our membership, 

touched on senior’s refresher and numerous updates on regulations 

and common tips.  And throughout the evening questions from our 

membership were welcomed and discussed. 

 

Steve Wallace is owner and an instructor at his Wallace Driving 

School.  He also writes a driving article in the Times-Colonist every 

Friday, on the front page of the Driving section. His years of experi-

ence in the field of driver training is very obvious as he comfortably 

and capably takes his audience through a presentation of experi-

ences and education.  

 

It was obvious by the high level of questions and comments that our 

members enjoyed the presentation by Steve Wallace. 

 

 
Pictures from editor. 

 

 Sunday run, March 16 - Hosted by Pete Seward 

 
Weather is always a factor for a car run and a wee bit of morning chill and the forecast of moisture 

probably kept many of the regulars away from our March Sunday run.  The forecast was wrong, be-

cause the moisture never came for our run.  

 

The   participation count for this day was at 18 cars, with 10 of them vintage and there were 28 peo-

ple in those cars. The other statistics included the 26 mile distance and one hour fifteen minutes of 

travel time. This circuitous drive that took us from our departure point, to Gordon Head, the Univer-

sity, Cadboro Bay and Ten Mile Point instructed us to make 22 right turns, 18 left turns, and one full 

circle. Notwithstanding  the great detail to the instructions, your editor was heading west  while all 

others were correctly heading east on the Ten Mile Point portion.  The oasis at the end of this travel 

day was the A&W at Shelbourne Plaza. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Three pictures by Richard Johnson 
 



7 

Sunday Run February 16 - Hosted by Heinz Mueller 
 

This was a no-name Sunday run, but for participants there were many great titles that could be 

used. There was a lot of fun on this drive, observing the many different routes within the official 

drive provided on the run sheet. You know those organized drives where it seems that a mistaken 

direction or a no-turn leaves participants traveling in all directions?! This was one of those after-

noons.  

 

To sweeten our group before starting out on the roads Liz was hopping around with a wicker basket 

full of heart shaped chocolates for all of us to enjoy. I think that this was to respect the just past 

Valentine’s Day and the soon to come Easter. 

 

During our post run refreshments at The Spitfire Grill I heard at least three, maybe four, varia-

tions on the route provided to us! While directions were easy to follow there seemed to be a few un-

planned changes (getting lost!)  that required creativity for returning to the written script! But, you 

know that everybody found the restaurant and enjoyed either a snack or an early dinner.   

   

For this Sunday the participation was respectable for a very weather sensitive day. While there was 

a dismal forecast, plus a cool wind and very threatening skies during the tour, our drive was dry. 

The real windy/wet stuff didn't hit us until leaving the restaurant on Willingdon Road at the air-

port. Statistics for this day came in at 25 people, with a drive of 30 miles in 1 hour, 10 minutes. 

 

Thanks Heinz.  This was a fun run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All three pictures are courtesy of Richard Johnson.  
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John’s ‘52 Chevrolet H/T 
 

 

I was looking forward to this special opportunity to visit with John King and talk about the restoration of 

his 1952 Chevrolet. Although mine was a different model, I had a whole lot of fun in my 1952 Chevy.  

Growing out of my late teens the ownership of my '52 was perfect going into the 60's as a single guy. Now 

back to John's Chevrolet. 

 

John also owned a 1952 in the 50's, but his was a hardtop model. The years moved on and so did his 

Chevy. So in 1983, and without his 1952 ride, it was a natural for him to be attracted to a 1952 Chevrolet 

H/T that was resting (rusting!) very lonely and very much in need of money and attention. This car was a 

basket case but John persevered and got his $200 “deal” for the Chevrolet that had no engine, no trans-

mission, a partially destroyed body, but with future opportunities. After all, this was to be a parts car! 

The car was brought to his property and was stored there for 27 years before John changed direction and 

started on the three year restoration project. This car 

was no longer to be for parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                

 

 

This was to be a body-off restoration, including all of the nuts, bolts, screws and assorted fasteners. All 

sections of the body were handed over to a specialist, as were chrome pieces for repair and re-chroming. 

The crumpled and smashed stainless trim couldn't be replaced so this was brought up to new shape and 

appropriately polished. New glass was a part of this project, as was all new upholstery, carpet, head 

liner, window/door mechanics and of course the wiring. 
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John knew that this car would not be restored to stock, as he had done with his previous vehicles. So he 

embarked on his search for an engine that was to be larger than stock on a 1952 Chevrolet.  The choice  

was to be a 261 Pontiac 6 from a 1962 car. This 7 main bearing, 4.3 L engine received full attention, mean-

ing an ambitious and complete rebuild. Dual Rochester carburetors were installed.  Fenton headers added 

to the efficiency of this engine, allowing for dual exhaust.  Complimenting this power was a new turbo hy-

dra-matic 700 R4 transmission with overdrive.  

 

The wrap to this package is a great paint job of  Deep Cherry Red Crystal Pearl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All pictures courtesy of Ray Shergold. 

 

Completion now is timed to our warmer and drier  weather, much more friendly to a fully restored car. 

The engine is to be appropriately tuned and the body to be polished out. You will soon see, and hear, this 

Chevrolet on our tours . 

 

Congratulations John! You have brought your “parts car” to be a full winner 1952 Chevrolet, a few steps 

up from stock. This is a true winner, looking great and mechanically very fit. 
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Happenings: 
Tuesday April 1:  General meeting at St. Luke’s Church Hall, 730 pm.  Slide presentation by  John 

King, about his earlier flying days. 

 

Sunday April 13:  Sunday run, meet at 1 pm Pacific Forestry Centre.  Hosted by John King. 

 

Tuesday May 6:  General meeting at St. Luke’s Church Hall, 730 pm.  Entertainment TBD. 

 

Sunday May 18: Sunday run, meet at 1 pm Pacific Forestry Centre. Hosted by Heinz Mueller.  

 

 Vinettes - submitted by Dolores Stevens 
The Vinettes met for a pleasant lunch at Ross Place where Peggy Ackenclose lives. We were given a 

very attractive separate room which allowed for a good visit.  All ten active Vinettes were there.  Helen 

Fisher, as you know, is in a nursing home and Ann Sage, seldom attends such functions anymore,  Ann 

celebrated her 90th birthday on Sunday, March 23rd. 

 
 

Island Challenge - Victoria’s turn 
The Vancouver Island Chapters take turns in hosting the Island Challenge and this year it’s Victoria’s 

turn.  This will be the 15th annual Island Challenge, the successor to the Malahat Challenge.   The 

dates are September 5 to 7, with Sunday the 7th also being our corn roast Sunday.   

 

The Island Challenge is organized each year for the people and owners of pre-28 vehicles. However, as 

the host Chapter our Victoria members can register and participate with vehicles newer than 1928.  

 

 The host hotel will be the Howard Johnson at Royal Oak and rooms are held for booking by Island 

Challenge participants. Full registration material will be distributed very soon.    Now we have the re-

sponsibility to arrange everything.  Some of our members will be required to participate in a small com-

mittee so we can confirm tours, meals and hospitality, to look after our guests from Victoria and the 

rest of the island.  Please consider joining the committee for this event or assisting with one or more of 

the activities.  Contact Paul Taylor to join the team.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st annual Malahat Challenge in 1975                                               1977 Malahat Challenge - Bruce Hopkins,  1914 White                                                        

Barrie McClung’s 1911 Chalmers                                                         


