
1 

                 

 

 

 

 Victoria Chapter 
          Newsletter 

                              

April - May 2012        Editor - Bill Bouchard 

. 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for showing up at our April Sunday Run.   Considering 

the fact that we put it together at the last minute, there was a very good 

turnout.  It might have had something to do with the warm, sunny, typical 

Victoria Spring weather.   

 

Driving out Metchosin Road in our convertible with the top down for the 

first time this year made us long for the touring season to start.  We hope 

to see many of you in Qualicum Beach next month at the National’s May 

Tour.  

  

Thinking about sunshine and big events – have you signed up yet to volun-

teer at our Swap Meet on June 23 and 24?  Help is needed with the setup 

on Saturday, and on the gate, parking detail and  the inside concession on 

the Sunday.  Please help out if you can, this is the revenue generator for 

our Chapter. 

 

Have you checked out our Chapter website lately?  Liz has posted reports 

of all of our Sunday Runs, there are copies of all our past newsletters, and 

a schedule of current and upcoming events.  To access our site go to the Na-

tional website and click on Victoria Chapter.  

  

We’ll see you down the road! 

 

 

Paul Taylor 

  

President’s Message 
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A Saintly Run - Sunday March 18 
 
 The regular March Sunday run was created by Liz and Paul Taylor, with top bill-

ing as A Saintly Run.  St. Patrick’s Day was the day before our Sunday run so this 

made the saintly theme a popular choice but there was also the requirement for 

creative juices to flow for our intrepid organizers.  The creativity extended to the 

green run sheets handed out by Paul and the green candies offered by Liz before 

radials and bias-ply took to the roads for this tour. 

 

Liz and Paul put together this 17 mile circuitous collection of roads, churches and 

buildings as an enormous experience of saints.  There were eight saint honoured 

churches, one saint senior’s home, one school with saint in the name and seven 

streets credited with a saintly name, including St. Patrick Street.  Combined we 

drove past or down seventeen saints!  There was an attempt to add a saint to our 

refreshment stop but the restaurant name of Brannigan’s is not one to modify, even 

for our saintly run. 

 

Thanks again Liz and Paul. 

 

In 1972 cars traveled along Los Angeles freeways at an average speed of 60 mph,   

by 1982 the average had dropped to 17 mph. 

 

In 1916 55% of the cars in the world were Model T Fords, a record that has never 

been, nor will be, broken.   

Bill Nicholson and yours truly parked at Brannigan’s at the end of saintly.  Pictures taken by my 

sister, Jeanne after seeing the cars as she was driving on Cedar Hill Cross. 
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In 1971 when I graduated from BCIT and got my first real job and had money in 

my pocket for the first time in my life, I bought this 1968 Olds Cutlass Converti-

ble that I saw on Cornell Chev Olds lot at Burnside and Finlayson.  It cost me 

about $2,000, which was a lot of money at the time for a guy who was only mak-

ing $475 a month. 

 

 

My (Our) ‘68 Olds - Article and pictures from Paul Taylor 

  

Fast-forward to July 1999.  Only a couple of days before our 27th Anniver-

sary we bought our second 1968 Cutlass S Convertible.  Needless to say, 

this one cost about 7 times the first one, however we now have garage 

storage and this car does not spend winters out in the cold and damp.   We 

have had lots of good times cruising around in this car and we look forward to many more 
years of touring together, the three of us.  Now, if only we could find our old ’72. 

 

 
Pictured here is Miss Elizabeth Hess in 1971 beside my sandy-beige coloured 1968 Cutlass 
S Convertible. 

 
Pictured here is Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor beside our current 1968 Cutlass S Convertible.  Notice 
that it is parked in exactly the same spot (at Saxe Point Park).  You can see that the trees 
have grown somewhat in the last 28 years.  Liz hasn’t changed much though (she made me 
say that). 
  

 

 

However, being young, foolish and single I could afford to own this nice sporty 

car!  This is the car that we took on our honeymoon following our marriage on 

July 29, 1972. 

  

We did not have a garage to keep it in, and winters were not kind to this 

car.  The top did not leak, but the passenger door did.  The carpet had a musty 

smell all winter long.  We could not afford to have two cars and so we traded this 

car in on a very fine 1972 Olds Cutlass 2-door hardtop. 

Pictured here is Miss Elizabeth Hess in 1971 beside my sandy-beige coloured 1968 Cutlass S 

Convertible. 
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Fast-forward to July 1999.  Only a couple of days before our 27th Anniversary we 

bought our second 1968 Cutlass S Convertible.  Needless to say, this one cost about 

7 times the first one, however we now have garage storage and this car does not 

spend winters out in the cold and damp.   We have had lots of good times cruising 

around in this car and we look forward to many more years of touring together, the 

three of us.  Now, if only we could find our old ’72. 

Red Carpet Tour 
Hosted by the Seattle-Tacoma Horseless Carriage Club, the Red Carpet Tour for 

this year runs July 12-15. The tour will start in Mount Vernon on July 12 and the 

next day head over the north cascade highway to the western town of Winthrop.  

This year the theme is the Wild, Wild West, a natural with Winthrop in the mix. If 

you have an interest in participating in this very popular tour talk to Paul Taylor 

and he will lead you in the right direction for registration.  A number of Victoria 

Chapter members will be attending. Join in, it will be fun. 

Pictured here is Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor beside our current 1968 Cutlass S Convertible.  No-

tice that it is parked in exactly the same spot (at Saxe Point Park).  You can see that the 

trees have grown somewhat in the last 28 years.  Liz hasn’t changed much though (she 

made me say that). 
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Vinettes do lunch - And do they ever! 

The Vinettes are specializing in their own social activities now and why not after 

years of planning and hosting special events for Chapter members.  This early 

April luncheon was hosted at Barb Kent’s home, with a great lunch and a heavy 

agenda of talking about a recent  Sunday run for members and the blossoms that 

brightened the drive.  Building on the camaraderie from this luncheon gathering, 

there was the obligatory comparison of recent movie outings, an exchange of ideas 

and solving of the world’s problems.  No dates were set for future outings but you 

can bet the fun and friendship will be high on the agenda. 

 

Thanks Dolores for the picture and information. 

Enjoying a lovely Spring luncheon are left to right - Dolores, Barbara, Alice, Joan, 

Peggy, Lorna, Rose, Rita. 

There were two notes left in the suggestion box during last meeting. 

One said that they were leaving a note just to see if I (Paul) could get the box 

open.  I actually fished the two notes out the in slot! 

The other one suggested that we should serve wine at meetings. 
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Hazardous Stuff - David and Becky 
We always suspected it but now it is confirmed, members David and Becky Rogers  

have a hazardous lifestyle.  At least in their professional life, as this was con-

firmed to members present at our April 3 meeting.  Our “entertainment” after the 

meeting was a  presentation on just what they do through their business. 

 

The presentation that we enjoyed was consistent in showing that BC Hazmat 

Management are specialists in working with, and training in anything touching 

on hazardous material.  Aside from the hands-on actions they also offer safety 

training and consulting on a regular basis.  In response to a question it was con-

firmed the BC Hazmat is a private company.  

Thanks Dave and Becky for “the entertainment”. 

Eraser Run - “The rubber hits the road” 
This Sunday April 15 run was fittingly titled Rubber Eraser Day Run. Originally 

the run for this day was to take in the CRD watershed and hatchery.  That was 

rubbed out for a tour of HMC Dockyard. The dockyard experience was negated 

on the Thursday before the run and the requirement to put a tour together 

within two days then went to tour gurus Paul and Liz Taylor. They dug   

through their tour archives, carried out modifications to the chosen one, test 

drove and presented a great tour to the big turnout on a beautiful April 15 day. 

   

To compliment the run and the theme, it was actually National Eraser Day on 

April 15, honest! And attached to our run sheet was an unused eraser and some 

facts about that pink thing that we have all used on occasions.   
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Our Easter Parade - Rebecca and David Rogers 

Here is the picture of Rebecca and myself at the 52nd Vancouver Chapter Easter 

Parade on Easter Sunday.  We dressed in Easter attire, with Rebecca in her bon-

net and all.  This is the second one I have attended, as my first in 1960 was 

when my father took me to 18th and Cambie, across from Marshal Pontiac Buick 

(soon to be Jim Pattison’s) and I watched the first ever Easter Vintage Car Pa-

rade in Vancouver.  That parade started my love for old cars, yet it took me over 

50 years to see another and to participate this time. OMG, am I that old? We 

travelled from Oakridge at 41st and Cambie in Vancouver, leading with police at 

every light, and drove a suitable run into Richmond and then into quiet little 

Steveston, ending at the Recreation Centre there. 

  

Ed note:  Gary Catherwood, President of the Vancouver Chapter reported the fol-

lowing: The Oakridge Mall has kindly provided the venue for our Easter display 

of vintage cars for about 50 years. This year we had 131 vintage cars and 4 mod-

ern.  There were 72 member’ cars, 37 from other clubs and 26 non-affiliated cars. 

Overall there were about 288 participants and an assumption of 250 spectators 

on site was mentioned. 
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Chapter Happenings 
 
Meetings and Chapter runs: 
Next Regular Meetings - Tuesday May 1   

            Tuesday June 5 

 

Next Sunday Runs - Sunday May 20  ***one week later due to May Tour 

                                  Sunday June 17 

 

Entertainment at meetings: 
Tuesday May 1 - A video presentation “Car commercials of the fifties” hosted by      

                       Harvey Sherman.  

Tuesday June 5 - Presently arranging for a presentation by Chris Klausen, about   

                the tragic sinking of the Empress of Ireland. 

 

Special Events 
Swap Meet - Saturday June 23 for set-up and Sunday June 24 is the big day.  

Still need volunteers. Contact the Roger’s duo or Marc Brown. 

 

Marrion Place in Oak Bay is looking for 10-15 vintage cars for their Father’s Day 

event, Friday, June 15th – participants will be treated to a hamburger BBQ. Come 

to our meeting and let us know. 

 

Ice Cream Run - Tuesday July 3, 700 pm at McCalls parking on Johnston St. 

 

Chrome “n “ Wheels - On July 7 join the Navy during Formation Fun Day at HMCS 

Naden, on the parade square.  Car show and judging, plus other activities complete 

with refreshments.  $10 entry fee and registration by June 25. Come to our meeting 

and let us know. 

 

Classified 
For Sale: set of 4 mid 1970’s Cougar wheel covers - $100 

Wanted: fuel gauge for 1970 Mustang, part DOWY9275-A 

 John Edwards 250-386-6598 

 

Wanted: ‘51/52 Pontiac parts. John King 250-658-8143 

 

Speedometer cables and  casings, probably from the 40s or 50s.  The boxes are 

marked Canada Motor Products Limited and they came from Ken's Ford Garage in 

Campbell River.  Does anyone have any reference lists that would identify 

them?  Or if you are interested in them.   Blaze Taylor    

wgbm@telus.net 


