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President’s Message 

As I sit down to write this, the last of the winter snow has 

melted away and it’s time to get the old cars ready for the tour-

ing season.  Liz and I are planning to attend three tours this 

year.  The first up is our own April Tour to Powell River on 

April 21 to 24.  Our Powell River hosts have interesting plans 

for our visit, and we will be taking the usual back roads tours 

on our way up and down the Island.  Then comes the May Tour 

in Salmon Arm on May 20 to 24th.   A group of us will be leaving 

on the Thursday and spending a night in Merritt before motor-

ing into Salmon Arm on Friday.  Anyone who is planning on at-

tending the May Tour is welcome to join our caravan up and 

back.   The other tour is the Red Carpet Tour, which is put on 

by the Seattle Tacoma Horseless Carriage Club on July 21 to 

24th.  A small group of Victoria members is organizing this 

year’s tour, and registration forms will be available shortly for 

those of you who would like to come along.  A number of Victo-

ria members have attended the last two years and they can tell 

you how much fun we all have with this group. 

Be sure not to miss the April 5th General Meeting, where the 

entertainment is by Dr. Pat Roy, who will give a presentation 

titled “BC – A Century Ago”.  Many of you will remember her 

interesting presentation last year of a humorous look at BC 

Highways. 

Dave & Becky Rogers and Marc Brown are organizing this 

year’s Swap Meet on June 26th.  All members are encouraged to 

participate by volunteering for the event – we need your help 

filling in the various positions on the Gates, with parking and 

in the inside concession.  Please help us out if you can! 

Bill Bouchard and Jamie Cox have organized our annual 

Awards Banquet – circle Sunday December 4th on your calen-

dars.  Further information will be available later. 

See you at the next Sunday Run or Meeting! 

Paul 

 

Next three General  

Meetings 

 

 

Tues. April 5 

Tues. May 3 

Tues. June 7 

 

 

All meetings are at St. 

Luke’s Church Hall at 

730 pm. 

 

Refreshments, auction 

and possible entertain-

ment to follow meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next three Sunday runs 

 

Sun. April 17 

Sun. May 15 

Sun. June 19 

 

 

All Sunday runs leave 

from the Forestry Cen-

tre on West Burnside, at 

1:30 pm  
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 Sunday Runs Accept Fair Weather 
Sunday February 13 
Have you been to Luxton lately?  Have you been to the Luxton Museum and Artifacts facility 

lately?  Well some of our members have completed a February 13 visit as Dave Wallace led our 

February Sunday run from our usual departure point at the Forestry Centre to our destination 

in Luxton. Iffy weather was kind for this outing, with wipers not required for the afternoon but 

then sunglasses not required either.  The run from West Burnside was a “nobody lost” type of 

drive, the viewing of antique machinery was interesting and will require more than one visit.  

Then there was the compulsory late afternoon snack or early dinner meal at the Royal Roads 

Café.  

 

Sunday March 13 
   

Although the weather seemed to discourage vintage vehicles, members were game for a drive. 

A total of 18 members, 4 driving vintage, and 29 people followed Paul Taylor around the far 

reaches of the peninsula. Paul used this run as timing practice for a drive he’s planning for the 

Red Carpet Tour this coming July. All agreed it was a nice drive and, in fact, we didn’t encoun-

ter a great deal of rain along the way. We did however see many muddy fields (those poor daffo-

dil pickers) and some high water as we drove along Prospect Lake Road. We ended our drive at 

the White Spot on Mt. Newton X Road where the staff greeted us promptly and cheerfully. 

Most of us enjoyed a late lunch or early dinner. All in all, a worthwhile way to spend a Sunday 

afternoon. Thanks to Paul for coordinating this one.  - - - - - Terry Seward 
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Victoria Vinettes on a social roll 
 

Six Vinettes and two spouses enjoyed a sumptuous afternoon tea in the conservatory of 

Butchart Gardens on February 14th. Many renewed their season's passes at a special Valen-

tine's Day rate. Time before and after tea, was spent viewing the Heritage Displays, including 

the newly opened Billiard Room, and the spectacular Spring Gardens that totally trans-

formed the Blue Poppy Restaurant .Five of the Vinettes showed up for an advertised Nutri-

tional Shopping Tour at the Admiral's Walk Thrifty's store. Unfortunately, due to a miscom-

munication between the Community Services people and the store itself, the tour did not ma-

terialize. However, Barbara Kent invited us all back to her home, where we had a very enjoy-

able time.Monday, March 14th, the Vinettes gathered for a luncheon/meeting at Dolores Ste-

vens. One of the items to be discussed.....a shopping trip across the border. No details to re-

port yet on that. 

 

Dolores Stevens 

 

(Ed. Note: These folks have their priorities in order; food, flowers and shopping!) 

 

Coming soon 
 
What’s It?  And when is it? It’s on June 7, immediately following our meeting and auction but 

during our beverages and refreshments.  Bring an unusual and most likely difficult to iden-

tify item (maybe you don’t know yourself what it is) to the meeting or direct it in advance to 

Pete Seward. All of the items will be set out on display and everybody will have the opportu-

nity to attempt the correct identity or use of the item.  There are no prizes, just instant recog-

nition that you for playing What’s It.  If you need more information or clarification about this 

event, contact Pete. 

_ _ _  

It’s not too late to sign up for the Paul and Liz spring tour, this year taking place over the 

Easter weekend.  The experience starts with a Victoria departure on Thursday April 23, over-

night in Comox, the ferry ride to Powell River, two nights there and hospitality extended by 

the Powell River Chapter. Return to Victoria is on Easter Sunday.  One of the highlights will 

be the Friday noon hour visit (and lunch of course) in Lund.  This picturesque village is 

known to be at Mile 0 of Highway 101 and if you kept going south on that highway you would 

eventually, after many gas fills, arrive in Chile after 15,000 km.  (Could be a future Paul and 

Liz tour?) Another highlight of this weekend will be the hospitality to be shown by the Powell 

River Chapter.  I know from experience that the barbecue will be a winner! 

_ _ _ 

Our Christmas buffet and Awards social event is booked. The Cedar Hill Golf Course is our 

destination for a luncheon buffet on Sunday December 4. Our Chapter has provided a subsidy 

that will keep the ticket prices to $30 and allow for entertainment. There will be a cheerful 

Christmas tree and decorations that will help to build the seasonal experience. Tickets will be 

available commencing with our September meeting.     
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Website is booming 
Check it out, the best site within the National Vintage Car Club website.  No kidding, mark it 

as a favourite and make frequent visits to check out the excellent progress that has been made 

by Liz Taylor.  Everything is there in the Victoria site, including the listing of material avail-

able in our massive library.  There is the opportunity for members to join the Facebook page 

and become a big-time friend of the Chapter. 

 

Swap Meet a Social Phenomena 
 
Every Victoria member benefits from our swap meet, so every Victoria member should volun-

teer . Saturday June 25 is set-up day and volunteers are needed for that day.  Sunday June 26 

is the big day for our swap meet opening to the public and the need is great for volunteers.  A 

nice bonus on the Saturday afternoon are the celebrity chefs turning out a free barbecue for all 

volunteers.  And the added bonus on Sunday afternoon is the great feeling that you have 

helped with the success of this important activity and in keeping our Chapter financially 

sound.  Contact Marc Brown or Dave Rogers for your volunteer registration. 

 

The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime time TV 
was Fred and Wilma Flinstone. 

 
Men can read smaller print than women can, but women can 

hear better. 
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 The Model A – My Pride and Joy – 1947-1954 

Submitted by a car guy—Brian Bassett 

 

In 1947 my father and I were living in my grandparent’s old home on Shakespeare Street. I was in 

Grade 10 at Victoria High School. 

 

In the old open garage of board and batten, which stood back to the right of the house, there was barely 

room for my dad’s 1936 Chev. and my grandfathers 1929 Model A Ford business coupe.  The car had 

been at one time the car in which he travelled up and down the island representing the now defunct 

Ramsay Bros. candy and biscuit firm.  My grandfather had acquired the car from them. 

 

On Christmas Day 1947, my grandfather called me to the Christmas tree in the dining room and 

handed me a white envelope on which my name had been written under a Christmas sticker.  I was 

probably a little shocked when I opened it as inside was a small leather key case containing the keys to 

the old Model A.  My grandfather hastened to explain that he would not be driving again and he was 

giving me the old car, which I could sell, or fix up and use myself. What a fantastic gift!  The signifi-

cance took a little while to sink in. 

 

In the weeks and months that followed there began a gradual familiarization process.  First, the old bat-

tery had to be removed and be recharged and then eventually I was starting up the car and letting it 

run in the garage.  As there was two oak trees near the left entrance to the garage and the car was hard 

over to the left it was quite a challenge to start it up and jockey it out into the driveway.  This mastered, 

I was backing out the driveway and running back into the garage and eventually even taking it across 

the upper part of the bank and into the driveway which ran into the field on the opposite side of the 

house. 

 

The bike became a casualty as it was sold in order to buy a vehicle license.  Soon after, my model air-

plane motor met the same fate.  My gardening job and some “babysitting” helped, but this car needed 

quite a few things. My dad helped with the driving instruction and I got my driver’s license quite close 

to my 16th birthday. 

 

My grandfather had dealt for some time with Stan-Pat Service, situated for years at Oak Bay Avenue 

and Morrison Street. At this time I began a good rapport with Mr. Ted Stanley and his son Howie. They 

were always giving me good advice or doing something for me for “almost nothing”. It seemed for a 

while that almost every time I took the old car out something went wrong with it.  A popular question 

became  “How much will that cost?” 

 

A friend and I soon discovered that the old car didn’t give us very good mileage. The rings and valves 

were obviously not in good shape.  A friend and automotive student at Victoria High School, Stan Pol-

lard suggested that I put the car into the Technical Shop at the school where he and class mates could 

work on it.  I would pay for the parts, but the labour would be free.  Good deal!  This was done and when 
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it came out I was amazed at what a power plant I had.  With a deep guttural sound it flew up Ryan 

Street hill in high gear. 

 

During the next three years an after school and summer job as a shipping clerk at George Straith Ltd. 

helped me to buy gas and oil and look after any necessary car repairs. 

 

A lot of fun was had with the old car and it got me through high school graduation and first year Victo-

ria College.  However, the summer of 1951 saw a major transformation.  I think every fellow with a 

model A in those days wanted to put 16-inch wheels on it, and I was no exception. The 1928 and 1929 

Model A’s had 21-inch wheels and the 1930 and 1931 A’s had 19-inch wheels.  The changing over to 16-

inch wheels gave the old cars a lower, more modern “hot-rod” look. In addition to this the motor needed 

some work. 

 

Murray took a great interest in my Model A rebuilding and also introduced me to Hank, a bus driver 
who had been a diesel engine mechanic and fixed cars as a hobby.  The old Model A was backed into the 

garage and as I didn’t trust the rafters to lift my motor out, I took off both front fenders and radiator 

and with help pried the motor out with two-by-fours. Hank would drop by and tell me what to do and 

what we needed.  He bought the parts for me wholesale and did the really important things like honing 

out the block, seating the valves and fitting the bearings.  He probably took a few bucks for some of the 

things he did, but I don’t remember paying him very much for any of his work.  He had a good sense of 

humour and became very interested in the project. 

 

The summer of 1951 I missed out on a lot of the fun things, like baseball games and square dancing on 

the green at Central Park.  I had a summer job as a shipping clerk at George Straith and in the eve-

nings I came home and spent the time in the old garage with the old car.  I couldn’t see that far ahead 

then but my reward was to come around the middle of August. 

 

One evening in July the motor was ready to go back into the car and Hank was there to supervise.  My 

dad was in attendance also.  As Hank checked the pilot shaft of the transmission there seemed to be a 

lot of play.  Not good! Taking the top off the transmission he discovered pieces of bearings etc. lying in 

the bottom of the gearbox.  It was a small wonder that it had stayed together and functioned, as a trans-

mission should.  Of course that meant more work and Hank decided to scout out an exchange transmis-

sion for me. 

 

In spite of discouragements, the rebuilt Model A was taking shape.  I had bought five 1935 Ford 16 inch 

wire wheels at Sandy’s Auto Wreckers for, I think, $5.00 a piece and had managed to locate five 1935 

chrome V-8 hubcaps to fit.  The old 1929 wheels, tires and tubes were traded to Howie Stanley for four 

good 16-inch tires and tubes off a Rover that he had retired. (In those days nobody wanted the old tires 

and tubes and wheels except perhaps for making a trailers)  Front and rear cross members had been 

welded and reinforced on the site by Edwards Welding, quite reasonably as I recall.  The old car looked 

pretty good with the 16-inch wheels lowering its profile. 

 

After the motor was in Hank left me to put everything back together.  I had a box full of all the nuts and 

bolts, and other small parts.  When all was together Hank came by and we tried the starter. Nothing! 

He surmised that the bearings might be fitted a little tight so we ran it down the sloping driveway and 

down Gladstone Avenue hill.  Each time the clutch was let out, the wheels locked with a screech.  Hank 

just couldn’t figure it until he looked at the bell housing near where the starter was bolted on. He no-

ticed that one of the bolts came right through the housing,  He sounded then like he was ready to throw 

his toolbox at me but instead took a ring wrench and slackened off a nearby bolt.  When he opened the 

car door and stepped on the starter the motor started first time and ran beautifully!  I had put one of 

the longer bolts through the housing in a place where it was not meant to be and it was binding on the 

flywheel. 
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During the next year the A served as excellent transportation to and from Victoria College on Lans-

downe Road. The following summer was spent parking cars and pumping gas at the old Empress Ga-

rage (where the Coach Lines garage used to be) and many evenings were spent sanding the old Model A 

down to bare metal for repainting.  An old master painter called Louis at Norton’s Auto Body Shop did a 

beautiful two coat Dulux spray job on it for $20.00.  It was jet black and he did the original trim stripes 

by hand in red.  The next week he did the wheels for $5.00. They were done in red and I later 

added white inserts. 

 
The old car looked pretty sharp when I took it over to UBC for the years 1953 and 1954.  I boarded on 

West 6th St., not too far from the corner of Tenth & Alma.  A fellow who boarded at the same house rode 

with me most days and paid ten cents each day towards the gas.  We picked up two other students at 

the corner of Fourth and Alma. They rode in the rumble seat and paid five cents each day.  I can well 

remember flying up Tenth St hill on rainy mornings with the two fellows in the rumble seat huddled 

underneath their umbrellas. 

 
The rather sad conclusion when I think back now is that I sold the old Model A in the summer of 1954 

for $125.00 cash and thought I did pretty well.  Although I think it was perhaps one of the best little ’29 

coupes in Victoria, Model A’s were daily advertised in the Times and Colonist newspapers for as little as 

$40.00 or $60.00 

 

Many was the time in later teaching years when I thought about the Model A and how it was when I 

sold it, and  that if I still had it then I would have driven it to school and been very proud of it!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Other Activities—compiled by Don Earnshaw.  cdnclassics.chevelles.net  

 

April 1-2-3 Portland Swap Meet, Portland Oregon  503-678-2100 

April 3  Studebaker Drivers Club Show & Shine, 10-2, Duncan 250-748-4643 

April 17  Old English Car Club, Heritage Acres, Saanichton  250-544-1702 

April 17  Torquemasters Meet & Greet, Theo’s Place, 12-4 (dinner after 5) Sidney 

 

May 1  Comox Valley Swap Meet & Show ‘n Shine, 9-3, Courtenay 250-339-4117  

May 6-8  Western Canada Corsa Northwest Econorun, (Corvairs only) 250-475-6350 

May 14-15 Seattle (Monroe) Swap Meet, Monroe WA., 1-800-645-4997 

May 23  Cumberland Empire Days, Cumberland Village Park, 250-897-6603 

May 23  Costco Nanaimo, 8:30-3, 250-390-3231 

May 23   Costco Langford, 8:30-3, 250-381-8984 

May 27-28 Coastal Swap Meet, Tradex Centre, Cloverdale, 604-540-6141 

May 29  Jenner Chevrolet Show ‘n Shine, GMC’s only, 10-2, 250-474-1211 

May 29  V.I. Mustang Assoc., Fords only, Joe Cunningham Ford, 250-881-1423 
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