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HIGHLIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE YEARS - APRIL AND MAY 

 
1961 - April: Newell Morrison was going to display his ‘32 Chevrolet or ‘26 
Cadillac at the April meeting followed by the Shell film “European Grand Prix”.  
May Tour: Members of the Vancouver group came over for three days of runs and 
a banquet ending with the 24th of May Parade.  Tour Chairman: Austin Smith.  
“Contrary to the 1959 Run, there will not be a great distance to cover before 
reaching this fair City, for, of course, we now have the Government ferries which 
provide a highly scenic, under two hour journey.”  The cost of the ferry trip from 
Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay one-way  - $5 each car and $2 additional for every 
passenger.  “Positively no steep hills or unpaved roads will be encountered during 
our subsequent leisurely, round-about drive into Victoria, and during which it is 
hoped to hold an Inter-Club Driving Competition Test with four previously selected 

1961 Tour-Ken Cameron’s 1928 Lincoln          cars from each Club to be chosen for their manoeuvrability more than anything 
                                                                            else.  In the evening, a full Banquet, followed by dancing, has been arranged at the 
Holyrood House, so those with Scottish blood in them can ‘Whoop it up’!” 
1963 - May 18

th
 - 20

th - Treasure Island Tour (May Tour) centred at Nanaimo’s Tally-Ho Motel and chaired by Roger Barclay.  
1964 - April Notice: Local news: “Austin Smith has been very busy on his Packard lately, rechroming the radiator, headlights and 
bumpers.  Dismantling that radiator shutter assembly is a big job!  Don Richardson has now replaced the rear window and 

windshield of his Chevrolet.  Look out for another winner in 
May!  Frank Viggers ‘27 “T” touring is now completely re-upholstered, and virtually a 
finished restoration.  Another gasser for May, wire wheels and all.  Pete Clark is running 
his ‘34 Packard for regular transportation now.  Looks nice, wheeling around Victoria 
streets.  Don’t forget - plan now to attend the May orgy at Harrison Hot Springs: May 16 
- 17 - 18.”  
1965 - April: The Tour Chairman mentioned that “the Pacific 66 Service Station in the 
Nanaimo area will sell gas to all cars on the May Tour for $.07 a gallon.” May: Hub 

City Tour (May Tour) in Nanaimo. Chaired by Austin Smith.  “It has been announced 
that the B.C. Government is planning on issuing a special licence plate for vintage cars.  
Ken Wright suggested that a committee be set up to study the matter further.”  Bob Alton 

              Frank Viggers ‘27 “T”                was touring chairman of that committee.  
 
1966 - “The Fun Night” which was to be held on April 16

th was 
cancelled due to lack of interest ........ May: Two trophies were 
purchased for the Model A and the Model T Ford classes to be 
presented at the May Tour.  The cost was $57.17.  Members were 
involved with the Canadian Confederation Centennial Committee 
of British Columbia, in mid-1966, helping inspect cars and 
organizing the Vintage Car Run in 1967.       



 

1967 - May: Vancouver Island Tour (May Tour). Chaired by Bob Miller 
 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    1967 Vancouver Island May Tour                                                                   Cantelon & McAdam’s 1907 Cadillacs                                                               

 

1969 - April 5: Barney Oldfield’s “Spirit of Tomorrow” was entered in a “Concours 
de Elegance”, held in Seattle. May: A successful May Tour (The Tub City Tour), 
chaired by Bob Alton, was organized by the Victoria Chapter with a profit of about 
$87.  Postage for meeting notices had now reached 6 cents. A mention was made to 
“Mark Sunday, June 15th (Victoria Mystery Tour) on your calendar (because of the 
exorbitant cost of postage, this is the only notice you will have sent for this event.)”.  
1970 - April: Tom Fisher reported a find of 50 cars from the 20's, 30's and 40's on a 

                                                                        farm north of Courtenay.  Also, Tour Chairman Barrie McClung reported no one but 
Vintage Car Club members turned up in Sidney and of 8 cars promised, 11 turned out.  “Without our attendance, the parade would 
have been practically nil.”  May: “Roger Trudeau reported on the estimates he obtained to restore our three old car trophies as 
follows: (To straighten and re-silver) Large one - $40, medium sized one - $28, small one -  $10.  In addition, bases for each with 
bands for inscriptions would be $25.  It has been suggested that we repair one at a time if necessary as funds permit.”  It was 
moved and carried that “these trophies be retained in our Chapter, and that Bob Alton be in charge of determining the categories 
for each, and to be responsible for their presentation accordingly each year.” It was moved and seconded that “the 2 smallest 
trophies were to be repaired this year and the trophy chairman and Executive decide as to what 
categories each should be used for.”  This was the first mention of the soon to be Restoration 

Trophy and Most Valuable Member Trophy.  (The Most Valuable Member Trophy originated 
with the Winnipeg Automobile Club in the early years of the century, presented to it by the Olds 
Motor Works. The actual date is unknown but it shows an Edwardian Oldsmobile on the face 
opposite the first engraving.  Newell Morrison, then a G.M. dealer, donated it to our Club.  It 
almost went to the Provincial Museum in 1970 as the Club at first did not know what to do with it 
and several other trophies.)    

1971 - April: Members were discussing relocating the 
meetings from the Royal Athletic Park to a larger place to 
provide adequate seating and parking.  The decision would 
be decided by the Executive.  “Planned entertainment went 
ker-puff when the bulb on Bob Alton’s projector blew out 
and left us all in the dark.”  May: The Victoria Chapter put 
on another May Tour, Nanaimo Tour, with headquarters 
at the Tally-Ho Motel in Nanaimo.  Tour chairman: Barrie 
McClung.  Also, that month, a group of 14 cars went on a 
tour to the Cobble Hill Drag strip.                                                                                                                               

            1971Tour - Thursfield's just completed 1925 Dodge                    1972 - April:  Barrie McClung was the first member to be     
                                                                                                                  recognized for the Participation Award.              
1973 - May: The Royal Victorian Tour was chaired by Barrie McClung. Duplicate magazines and books from the library were to 
be auctioned off for the Building Fund.  This was the first mention of a Building Fund.  “Bob and Joan Lawrence donated a 
cheque for $100.00 to the Building Fund in memory of Chief Justice George Gregory, a 
founding member of the Victoria Region, V.C.C.C.”  Bob wrote a letter to the Club 
stating, “When the Victoria Branch has a permanent establishment, we hope that some 
item of furniture (book case, filing cabinet, or something similar) will bear the name of 
George F. Gregory.”  
1975 - May: Ken Ballard bought a bigger coffee urn for the Club.  Victorian Days was 
sanctioned as a Club event to allow the use of vintage plates. Ken Ballard chaired the 
Hard Times Tour (May Tour) based in Nanaimo. 
 

                                                                                 The Royal Victorian Tour- 1908 Buick  



        
1977 -     Mike Simmon's 1929 Franklin                           Bob Miller's 1929 Chevrolet 

 

                                                                    Barrie McClung and his 1911 Chalmers 

 
1977 - May: Wayne Weber ordered the first batch of 36 green jackets, priced at $17.75 each.  Also that year, Joy Cassidy began 
putting together the New Member Kits.  
1978 - April: Andrew Timmis was setting up his soon to be well known shop. Valvoline product called Tech-Till, a surface 
protection material, was mentioned.  VCCC Victoria Chapter Car Show was held at the Esquimalt Arena on April 28, 29 and 30.  

 
 Don & Dolores Steven's 1917 McLaughlin             Stan & Betty Foreman's 1931 Ford  
         
 Reg Potts & friend at the Esquimalt Arena Car Show 
 
                      Ned Hanning taking photos of The Tartan Tour 

 
 

      March 1978 - Jack Little & his 

    1928 Model A that completed the 

     across Canada Tour in 1980.                        
 
 
April 1978 - Portland Swap 

MeetBob Huddleston & Bob Miller 
 
 

 
In May, the members joined a letter writing campaign in 
an effort to get the duty removed from vintage parts. Tom 
Fisher offered a part of his property for a Club storage 
shed.  
1979 - May 18th to 21st - “The Tartan Tour”.  May Tour 
Chairmen: Al Kent & Don Stevens.  
1981 - May: Stanchion rentals. “For commercial 
organizations, a $50 deposit and a $1 per stanchion 
donation be required, with a 5 day maximum on the rental.  
The rope is not included in the rental.”  

1982 - April: Vintage plates being issued are now up to 
2878.  May: To display our colours at the May Tour, Dino 
Fiorin had our Banner made up. It was donated to the 

         Vinettes’ Hospitality Tea for the Tarton Tour Ladies                       Club at the July meeting.  



1983 - April: “NAAACCC (National Association of Antique Automobile Clubs of Canada Corporated) is dealing with the leaded 
gas controversy.  It will try to eliminate the excise tax on vintage vehicles.  Also, to get rid of the 9% federal sales tax.  Apparently 
there is a federal bill (proposed) to outlaw leaded gas .... Horrors ....”  The Victoria Club has 110 members. “March 26th  and April 
10th - had successful work parties at the Fisher Farm.  Good progress on picnic site for Quarter Century Tour.  Outhouses, picnic 
tables, fences. Thanks to the volunteers.”  May: “Our meeting commenced with a concert provided by the Bell and Recorder Band 
from View Royal School.  They arrived in style - via vintage cars, of course - to entertain us.”  Doug Toomes, of the Victoria 
Festival Society, discussed the upcoming Vintage Car Rally on May 21st.  “It will start at the U-Vic parking lot near the stadium 
and finish at Market Square.  Approx. 1 hr. 20 min. to cover the route.  This is a timed run - requires a driver and a navigator, and 
the route is followed by a series of riddles given out at check points.  Coffee and donuts will be served at Market Square courtesy 
of the Craven Foundation.”  Best Looking Car and Best Performance trophies both went to Ted Trotter.  
1984 - May: Harry Page gave a report on the Members Survey which had been handed out in the February meeting.  The Vinettes  
refurbished the Most Valuable Member’s Trophy.  The front medallion was re-silvered and the cup was polished up for a sum of 

$65.00.  Reg Potts is waiting for the dollar to “equalize” 
before organizing a Port Townsend tour. 
1985 - April: “There was only 1 dozen eggs to be 
auctioned off and Bob Miller only took 12 seconds to do 
it.”  May: Playland planned to have Bingo Night on 
Tuesday nights starting June 1st.  There was concern 
over the parking so the Building Committee was looking 
for another place to hold the meetings.  “Tours & Events 
chairperson Terry Fiorin asked how many were 
interested in Sunday Tours and where is everyone. They 
are not attending.”  Dick James suggested that they send, 
in a newsletter, different places to go for a tour and get   

            Vinettes testing recipes for Vinettes' cookbook                                the members to check off what tours would interest them. 
                                                                                                                      The Vinettes were in the process of writing a Cook Book 
and making decorations for the 25th Anniversary.  Also, reversible vests were for sale.   The Vinettes donated $100 and materials 
for the table decorations to the Car Club. 
1986 - April: The meeting time was moved from 8:00 to 7:30 p.m.  
1989 - May: 193 registrations for the Tattoo Tour (chaired by Dino Fiorin).  The May Tour was very successful. Governor’s 
Expenses to meetings: Moved that “we pay a per diem of $30.00 plus lodging, plus ferries and gas for the Governor to attend 
meetings, and to be reviewed annually.”  
1991 - May: Motion passed that “The Chapter subsidize the Awards Banquet in the amount of $10 per member couple, on a single 
ticket.” Also, there would be a Banquet Subsidization (BS) Raffle run at the meetings with all proceeds going toward the banquet.  
1992 - April: A second work bee was set up to finish the remaining work on the trailer.  The first session cost $80.  One more 
work bee was required to build a concrete pad at Marc Brown’s residence. (Jim Brown ended up building it.)  
1993 - April: Members cleaned up Elaine Little’s yard since she was recuperating from major surgery.     
1994 - May: Repairs would be needed on the trailer.  The Vinettes would pay ½ the cost of the repairs.  A storage pad would be 
built at Tom Fisher’s. 
1995 - April: Governor’s meeting: Life Memberships were turned down as a National item.  The bestowing of a Life Membership 
was turned back to the individual Chapters. May: Lynne Hopkins put together a Club Cook Book.  A new Club trailer was 
purchased for $1800.  It was moved that the Victoria Chapter host the 1999 May Tour.  Ron Tomlinson donated another video tape 
of Club events to the library.  Ron has done this for the past couple of years and plans to continue in the future.  American 
Customs & Immigration stopped sellers from taking their parts to the Portland Swap Meet.  At the meeting, a plaque was read and 
an Honourary Membership Certificate was going to be presented to Charter member Bob Lawrence for his dedication to the 
Vintage Car movement and his many marvelous slide presentations.  Bob was unable to be at that meeting and on May 5th, he 
passed away.  
1996 - April: Governor’s meeting: Membership is declining in all Chapters.  Younger members are needed. Audited financial 
statements should be sent to Jim Riederer from each Chapter.  National voted to subsidize May Tours to the level of $20 per car up 
to a maximum of 100 cars = $2000.  No other meetings are to be held on the same dates as the May Tour.  National has agreed to 
pay the ferry fares for Governors attending meetings.  
1998 - May: It was moved to buy a better exhaust fan for the trailer.  Dino Fiorin resigned after many years as trailer co-ordinator.  
Newell Morrison volunteered to head the Audit Committee.  Dino Fiorin, Bruce Hopkins and Jack Woolard put together and 
submitted to the newsletter the “Chapter Standing Rules”.  Governor’s Meeting: Finn Eriksen was elected National Vice-
President for 2 years. 
1999 - May:  “The Tour of the Century” (May Tour) Co-Chairs - Pete Seward/Jack Woolard.  There was a good response from 
members who were willing to help.  The Vinettes put together the goodie bags. Valve cover races were included.  Canadian drivers 
legally are not allowed to drive American vehicles so this was the first year that the members were not asked to be rig drivers in 
the Malahat Challenge. 
 
                                                              



                                                                       

Bob Miller -Valve Cover Race                                   Fort Rodd Hill -                                                  Queen Victoria arrives 

                                                                 Cars & the 1899 Waterous Steam pumper                         in the Royal 1951 Chrysler  

 

2000 - April: The Nanaimo Club would be hosting the Old Car Rally (the replacement of the Malahat Challenge).  Pre-1927 
vehicles are eligible. May: Bill Bouchard and Len McIlwrick took on the role of PR, both external and internal to the Chapter.  
The suggestion box made a reappearance.  Name tags once again were discussed. Cost of postage for the newsletter - 46 cents.  
Club jacket badges cost $4.  Membership: 97.  
2001 - April: Brian McKay suggested an informal tour of members’ garages and projects that are underway.  Bonner Neeve 
suggested having a “tailgate” or “suitcase” swap meet instead of an outdoor auction at the August meeting.  Reg Potts and Bill 
Nicolson will arrange to cover the club trailer at Tuttle’s.  
2002 - May: Discussion on the role and mandate of SVABC.  Basically, NAAACCC emphasizes “vintage” while SVABC 
represents many groups, including modifieds. Also, basic difference between NAAACCC (which we all pay into via National) and 
SVABC is NAAACCC deals nationally while SVABC focuses on provincial issues.  Motion passed that we join SVABC for the 
current year, paying the annual dues of $50 and adding $50 as a donation. Decision to continue membership should be looked at in 
a year’s time. Bill Bouchard reviewed the proposed changes to our Chapter Standing Rules, the majority of which were 
organization or editorial in nature. Motion “that the revised Standing Rules are approved as presented” carried.  Discussion on 
awarding keeper trophies to members who win perpetual trophies i.e. the Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy and Most Tours 
Attended Trophy. Even including retroactive awarding of keeper trophies. General consensus seemed to be we should proceed 
because of the meaningfulness of these trophies. Finn Eriksen will coordinate.  Swap meet radios were purchased by Brian 
McKay. 
2003 - April: Freida Eriksen will publish the updated Club Assets list in the newsletter. Members should report changes to Freida 
so she can keep the list up to date. Al Kent reported the progress on the conversion of the 1973 May Tour film to VHS and provide 
audio. This is the only older May Tour known to have been comprehensively filmed and should provide a very enjoyable viewing 
of the wonderful old cars which used to attend the May Tours. Pete and Terry Seward will get a new base and identifying plaques 
made for the Bob Lawrence Memorial trophy (most valuable member award).  Discussion on missing Automobile Quarterlies and 
increased value if we have a complete set. Hugh Johnson took note of the missing issues and will check on e-bay. Moved that we 
renew Automobile Quarterly. Motion was defeated. Also, it was suggested that the publication may be used to a greater degree if 
there was an index available. Al Kent will check on the cost of an index. May: Hugh Johnson purchased the missing issues of 
Automobile Quarterlies for a $55.90 US. Motion carried that the Chapter reimburses Hugh. 
2004 - April: Bill Bouchard reported his findings on Victoria Day Parade: Entry must carry $2,000,000 liability insurance; $40 
entry fee will cover up to 3 vehicles; NO pre-parade permitted (note: this would preclude members’ desire to run their cars slightly 
faster than the usual 5 mph of the parade participants); Rita Green added that, no matter what position you were assigned in the 
parade, it was mandatory to be in the line-up from 8:00 a.m. on parade morning.  After several members attended the Specialty 
Vehicle Association of BC (SVABC) AGM in March, a motion was carried that “The Victoria Chapter of the VCCC should 
become a club member of the SVABC and should accompany its application with a donation of $125.” Corn Roast Trophies were 
discussed and the comment that these were in fact “People’s Choice” trophies, the spoken consensus was that we should not try to 
influence the choice by creating a policy regarding repeat winners. The conclusion was that we should maintain the status quo. 
Another spoken option was that a previous winner, if he/she so chose, could opt to forego placing a number on his/her vehicle that 
would preclude it being selected. The following motion had been tabled at the March general meeting, awaiting confirmation 
whether one governor could carry two votes: “At the time of the election (in November, 2003), we had more than 100 members, so 

we should have another election to get another governor for one year”. It was confirmed that one governor can indeed carry two 
votes. It was moved that we take the motion off the table and call for the question. Following discussion, a vote was taken and the 
motion was defeated. The Club shed’s roof is leaking and needs repair. Estimated cost will be around $150. Decided to proceed 
with the repairs. May: Honouring Past Members was discussed.  It was suggested that we remember Bob Miller by including his 
name in our swap meet name. From that, the discussion moved to a more general approach of creating an Honour Roll to 
commemorate past members. Bruce Hopkins said that such an Honour Roll already existed in the form of a plaque.  Motion 
carried that: “To remember Bob Miller and his long-standing association with our swap meet, we have a sign made to display 

prominently at this year’s swap meet. This sign could be placed on the entrance driveway or, if available, the outdoor area where 

Bob always had his stall.” 



2005 - April: Bill Bouchard asked members for input into new activities for the Chapter.  A sheet was available with suggested 
ideas and room for members’ comments.  Possible activities: Summer evening impromptu gatherings/School show and Shine, 
sharing with students/ A non-tour Sunday run (Have an immediate social and refreshments, donation to charity of the gas money 
that we don't spend)/ Planned Saturday June 18th up-island day/Partnership tour with other Island Chapters and possibly Powell 
River/Easter parade/ Potluck dinner or lunch.  It was also mentioned that the June "T" days may expand their activities and that the 
Island Challenge may be changing entry requirements.  It was suggested that the Camosun College Auto Students could be invited 
to Vin Tech.  May: Members were asked if they would like having guest speakers on topics that may not be specifically related to 
cars.  It seems that there is not a lot of support for this at this time. The Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy is at Jeffrey's for much 
needed repair.  They will straighten the neck, resilver and take off the heavy wooden piece and shields.  The added wooden base 
will have a shield identifying the trophy's function.  Marc Brown is building us an Honour Roll, with shields on one side to honour 
our deceased members and shields on the other side to record Robert Lawrence Memorial Trophy winners.  The Honour Roll will 
be displayed at each general meeting.  Jane Thomas showed us a sample display sign that would cost $25.  She has a list of other 
prices depending on the material used. It is in the budget that the club would pay for the top half of the sign (acknowledging the 
VCCC, etc) and the member would pay for the bottom half (make of car & owner's name).  There was some discussion regarding 
getting prices from other sign companies, possible uses for the signs, different sizes and if it could be done on a computer and 
laminated for less money. No decisions have been made regarding these signs. 
2006 - April: Victoria Chapter members approved an additional $2,500 to the Camosun College Foundation.  Our preference 
would be to an automotive student, and if no such student applies then it would apply to any student.  A reply was received from 
Kari Frazer stating that our $2,500 would be matched 100% by the Foundation and our endowment is now $10,000.  She offered 
that our group could come to the College for a tour of the auto area and coffee reception at which time we could present our 
cheque. Pete Seward was approached through his involvement in the Saanich Centennial Celebrations regarding the possibility of a 
Colquitz School Evening Course being presented in Automotive Restoration. This would be an opportunity for the Club members 
to get involved in the community and promote interest in vintage cars.  Norrie Spencer has agreed to contact the school, find out 
more information and exchange thoughts.  May: On April 25, 2006 our members took six vintage vehicles to the College.  Paul 
Taylor presented our Chapter's $2,500 cheque to Ray Fischer from the Camosun College Foundation. The students and staff 
showed significant interest in the cars.  Our members viewed the automotive 
shop, were treated to refreshments and received Camosun College pins in 
recognition of Foundation participants. 
 

     
 

2007 - April: Nigel Matthews, ICBC’s Manager of Speciality Vehicles, is set to speak regarding vintage car insurance and liability 
etc. on May 24th at 6 p.m. to members only of the VCCC/Model A Club/Cadillac Clubs at the ICBC facility. Kari Frazer from 
Camosun College informed us that Mrs. Robert Lawrence had donated $5,000 to Camosun as a bursary and that it was to be 
directed to the bursary that our Chapter had already presented. Twice we donated $2,500. Both of our donations were matched by 
the college and with this further donation our bursary is now  $15,000.  Mrs. Lawrence did not specify a condition for her donation 
and Kari thought that it would be a nice gesture to recognize this donation by changing the name of our gift to honour Robert 
Lawrence.  Some discussion followed and the motion carried that the bursary be named "Vintage Car Club of Canada, Victoria 

Chapter, Robert Lawrence Memorial". Students receiving funds are first choice for automotive. If no such request is made from 
a student, then the endowment (the annual interest from the $15,000) will go to any student in need.   
2008 - April: Moved that we accept Joan Lawrence’s offer to donate $2500 and that we donate an additional $2500 to the Robert 
Lawrence Memorial Bursary. Discussion followed i.e. concern that the bursary is being given to students who are not in the 
automotive program.  Steve Shea will get additional information which might assist in the decision making process.  It was carried 
to table the previous motion to the next meeting. May: Moved and carried that the Honour Roll plaque be retired; that Chapter 
Presidents shall be recognized for their service with a new award, the President’s Cup. Freida Eriksen was thanked for preserving 
and maintaining the Victoria Chapter’s history in a data base and book form. Steve Shea reported on the Camosun College 
Bursary and Joan Lawrence’s donation.  The original motion was brought forward again, but members did not wish to vote on it at 
this time.  It was carried that the “Vintage Car Club of Canada, Victoria Chapter, Robert Lawrence Memorial Bursary” shall be 
available only to automotive students.  It was carried that the original motion be tabled again until the issue of the bursary criteria 
is resolved.  Paul Taylor will contact Camosun College to discuss this matter.  The May Tour 2009 Committee has approximately 
150 tea cozies completed - target is 225-250 cozies.  Donations wanted for unwanted small teapots, suitable yarn, and knitters!  
2009 - April: Finn and Freida Eriksen will be co-chairs of the 50th Anniversary committee.  Heinz Mueller is experiencing 
difficulties in arranging for this year’s Vin Tech at ICBC.  He is dealing with new people and they seem to be looking for ways to 



discontinue their involvement in this event.   May: Members gave Freida Eriksen favourable response to produce a   
commemorative history book for the 50th Anniversary.   Bill Bouchard will produce a commemorative DVD which will include 
photos and music from the past 50 years and will be distributed to all members.  Estimated the cost - approximately $250.   
Governor’s meeting: New and returning members paying between July 1 and Nov. 30 will pay 50%, and those signing up after 
Dec. 1 will pay next year’s dues. Vintage Victoria May Tour 2009 (chaired by Bill Bouchard & Heinz Mueller): 185 vehicles 
and 360 people registered.  Vintage costumes are encouraged.  The Victoria Police Chorus perform on Saturday night and the   
Awards Banquet is on Sunday night.  Car viewing: Mary Winspear Centre - Saturday afternoon; parking lot at the corner of 
Menzies and Superior Streets - Sunday afternoon.  There are 130 door prizes - very positive response from donors. The Vinettes 
will be helping with the decorations for the two evening meals.  They have 50 ceramic vintage car planters – great response.   

 
Editor’s note: We have sent 50th Anniversary 
banquet invitations to some of our 1960 members.  
Are any of these members still alive?  If so, please 
phone me at 250-382-3467.  Roger Barclay, Alan E. 
Brown, James C. Cosh, Bruce Davies, J. P. J. Hine, 
Kim Hiscock,  Tony Hubner, David W. MacDonald, 
R. Bruce McLeod, William M. Maunder, Andrew. 
Noble, Norman Russell Norby, George Pears, 
Richard Pears, Newt Penman,  Johann D. 

Schroeder, C. W. Slater,  Richard Lynn Watt, E. A. Woodbury. 
 

         “Up, Up and Away” Run - February 14, 2010 (Write up taken from the web with thanks to Liz Taylor. Photos by Paul & Liz) 

 

                On a wonderfully mild and sunny February afternoon, we gathered at the Pacific Forestry Centre to prepare for our February 

Run. Undoubtedly the great weather contributed to the excellent turn out of 28 cars, 18 of which were vintage. But, we suspect 

that the theme of today's tour was the real draw. John King's route led us from the Forestry Centre to the rural area around 

Camosun College's Interurban Campus, along scenic byways to Saanichton and Brentwood Bay, and then out to the Victoria 

International Airport. (It is rumoured that some folks lost their way, but fortunately everyone ended up safely at our destination.) 

Our destination today was VANCOUVER ISLAND HELICOPTERS. Three staff members, and John, gave us a very interesting 

and educational tour of the facility. There were seven helicopters in the hangar ~ a Bell (smallest), and a Sikorsky (largest). Of 

special interest was the Kamov KA-32, with its contra-rotating coaxial rotor system; and the Sikorsky S61, which is used for 

heavy lifting in the logging industry. Folks were allowed to go aboard the Sikorsky for a close-up look at the interior and the 

cockpit.  
     After the formal tour was over, short helicopter rides were offered for those interested. Twenty people took advantage of this -- 
enjoying a bird's eye view of the Saanich Peninsula from a Bell Ranger II. Those not flying today sauntered over to Dakota's 
Restaurant and they were ready for us -- with baked goodies, including tall apple pie, grilled cinnamon buns, muffins and cookies.  
 

                                     
 
Victoria Heritage Tour - March 14, 2010 (Write up taken from the web with thanks to Liz Taylor) 

 

     Spring is almost here and you could feel it as we gathered at the Pacific Forestry Centre to prepare for our March Run. 
There was a good turn out of 30 cars, 20 of which were vintage. 



     Barb and Al Kent had planned the route carefully. It led us from the Forestry Centre, along McKenzie Avenue, up and over 
Doncaster Hill, along Cedar Hill, to Fernwood. Then we zigzagged back and forth through the quaint streets of  Fernwood - 
enjoying the Spring blossoms and seeing many old and heritage homes.  We completed this leg of the tour by ending up at the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist.   Barb and Al gave us a brief history and a guided tour of the Church. 
     The cornerstone of the present church building was laid in August 19, 1919, and the first service was held on August 29, 1920. 
The church occupies a commanding position across from the open space known as Harris Green. The church was designed by 
architects George Foote Duncan and C.H. Wallwork of Portland, OR. The edifice was "conceived in the Neoclassical style", as "a 
monument to the spacial forces of reason and order which form the core of Christian Science."                                                               
 

              
 
     The second half of the tour took us from the Church, over to the other side of Fort Street and through another older area of 
town. We passed by many more stately heritage homes, including Government House and Craigdarroch Castle. The end of our 
tour was Wayside House on Foul Bay Road. Again, we were given a guided tour of this lovely heritage home, built by Samuel 
McClure.  In 1953, it was considered a perfect place for Wayside House.  The first impression on entering was one of 
graciousness, comfort and warmth.  A fly wing expansion to accommodate the nursing care was added to the Tudor-style house 
and in March 1956 was opened for business.       
     Our members were treated to coffee, tea and goodies in the Dining Room. This was a very interesting afternoon tour and again 
we travelled on some streets that some folks had never been on. Thanks to Barb and Al for a great Sunday Run. 
 

                          
 
POWELL RIVER MEMBERS VISIT 
 
     Paul Taylor organized a weekend with the Powell River Members.  Meeting at the Checkered Flag restaurant on Saturday, they 
toured the Sooke area - highlights being a visit to David Blissett’s followed by a tour of Ted and Sharon Forbes’ garages.   
     On Sunday, Paul and Liz toured the group around Victoria with a couple of garage tour stops - Pete and Terry Seward’s and 
Gordie and Jane Thomas'.  Being too early their lunch reservation, Paul gave them an impromptu tour of Royal Oak’s Mausoleum. 
They all reported that they had a great time and would love to return the favour some day.          

                            



VINETTE NEWS 

 
     The Vinettes viewed the new suites at Parkside Resort and Spa; followed by a lunch at the Marriot next door. 
 

               
 
March 17, 1984 - Ladysmith's Antique Sale                                                             March 30, 2001 - Antique Sale     
 

Back: Dolores Stevens, Gwen Bruce, Joan Huddleston,                    Helen Fisher, Dolores Stevens, Joan Huddleston, Rita Green 

           Rita Green, Barb Kent                                                                                               Alice Wiens, Barb Kent 

Front: Lily Small, Elaine Little, Bernice Fiorin                                                  
 

INFORMATION 

 

- Many members had work done at Fred’s Upholstery by Fred McMillan. Len McIlwrick said that Fred worked on his ‘55 Packard 
Caribbean, Gordie Thomas' Packard, Pete's Cadillac as well as many others. On a personal side, Len said he was a very neat car 
guy to talk to and deal with. He was 49 years old. He will be sorely missed. 
- 2 car garage available for Rent on May 1st. Unheated, Ardmore area. Not a workshop but car storage only. Asking $ 250 per 
month.  Call Louise at 250- 656-2034 for info. 
 
WELCOME 

 

Christopher & Crystal Lang, 7255 Brentview Road, Brentwood Bay, BC V8M 1B9 250-652-5552, christopherlang@shaw.ca   
1926 Model T Ford coupe, 1949 Pontiac sedan, 1950 Chevrolet 1 ton truck 
Jim Morgan, 1 - 1150 Pandora Avenue, Victoria, V8V 3R2, 250-360-9054, myowndodgedelux@yahoo.ca   1969 Chevrolet Bel 
Air sedan       
Tom and Agnes Williams, 301 - 2006 Trooh Court, Victoria, V9B 6T4, 250-478-7205   1969 Cadillac Fleetwood 

 
HOW ABOUT LUNCH ON EASTER SATURDAY (APRIL 3

RD
) AT McMORRAN’S? WITH LOTS OF ANTIQUE, 

CLASSIC AND COLLECTOR CARS, AND THEN GO FOR A TOUR? 

 

     Since it first opened as an ice cream parlor in 1919, McMorran’s Beach House has evolved into an invaluable landmark in the 
community.  On April 4th, after operating for more than ninety years McMorran’s Beach House is unfortunately closing. 
Throughout the generations McMorran’s has hosted a vast amount of weddings, birthdays and its infamous Saturday dances. Many 
happy and joyful memories were made at McMorran’s and we want to take one last opportunity to celebrate while at the same time 
helping to raise money for children in need.  

                                    
 
 
     Please join us at McMorran’s Beach House, 5109 Cordova Bay Road on Saturday April 3

rd
 to celebrate.  We are looking 

for cars from teens to pre and post war as well as vintage, classic and collectibles.  We will be asking everyone to arrive 



between 11:00 a.m. and noon. A hot dog, pop and ice cream lunch will be served in exchange for a donation to Santas  
Anonymous. Santas Anonymous is Victoria’s longest running children’s charity and aims to improve the lives of children in need. 
The charity’s projects range from the remodelling of ageing playgrounds to the establishment of a proper treatment facility for 
young girls aged 13-18 who are overcoming drug addiction.  There will also be an opportunity to order a lunch from McMorran’s 
award winning standard menu.  
     Following lunch, at two o’clock we will take an hour and a half tour. 
     Please join us Saturday, April 3rd for one last opportunity to enjoy ourselves at this breathtakingly beautiful location and help us 
raise money for children in need.  Please let all of your car club members aware of this exciting event and feel free to contact Dave 

or Becky Rogers at (250) 656-3382 or daverogers@bchazmat.com 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
NOTE FROM TERRY SEWARD: We'd like to give folks time to get the "old wheels" home and tucked away, then return for 
dinner around 6:00pm - 6:30pm. To do this, we need to as soon as possible!! In the meantime I've asked Wallace McMorran to 
hold space for a group, but will need numbers confirmed quickly.  Please let us know if you will be joining us for dinner on 

Saturday April 3
rd

 at McMorran's and how many people will be coming. You can call Pete or Terry at 250-592-7710 or email 
terryseward@shaw.ca 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

APRIL     3 - McMorran’s. (See above) 
                 6 - VCCC meeting at 7:30 pm.  St. Luke’s Church Hall,  3821 Cedar Hill X Rd.  Entertainment: Dr. Roy will give a 
               presentation at 7:30 on Humerous History of Highways in B.C.  The presentation will be 45 minutes to 1 hour long. 

17 - VCCC Governors’ Meeting & Annual General Meeting, Merritt, B.C.  
18 - Sunday Run.  Gordie & Jane Thomas' are organizing this run.  Meet at the Pacific Forestry Centre’s parking lot on 
W. Burnside at 11:30; depart at 12:00- to accommodate the reservation for a brunch at J J Morgan. 
19 - Vinettes meeting.  Rose Spencer’s @ 1 pm. 250-652-1862. 
25 - British Car/Motorcycle Restoration Fair - Show/Car Sale/Swap Meet/Boot Sale, 10-3, 544-1702 or 
rtatkins@shaw.ca, Heritage Acres, Saanichton. (Old English Car Club of BC South Island Branch) 
25 - Theo’s Cruise-in Mini-Show, 2-5pm, Theo’s parking lot, 9819 5th St, Sidney. (Torque Masters) 
27 - Executive meeting. Dave Rogers, 250-656-3382. 

 
MAY    4 - VCCC meeting at 7:30 p.m.  St. Luke’s Church Hall.  Entertainment: Presented by Bill Bouchard. 

  4 - Last day to buy your 50
th

 Anniversary banquet tickets!!!!!!!!  
16 - Sunday run.  Meet at the Pacific Forestry Centre’s parking lot on W. Burnside at 1:00; depart at 1:30 p.m. There 
will be a planned run to Rob & Josie Hill’s Ragley Organic Farm. 

 17 - Vinettes meeting. Lorna Steer, 250-382-9307.  

21-24 - VCCC May Tour, Maple Ridge, BC 

  25 - Executive meeting.  TBA 
30 - Victoria Chapter’s 50

th
 Anniversary Banquet, Pacific Fleet Club, 1587 Lyall Street, Esquimalt.   

Cocktails - 6pm; Dinner 7 pm. $30 per VCCC member.  Ticket sale cut off date: May 4. 

 

50
th

  ANNIVERSARY TOUR BEFORE THE BANQUET (Organized by Don Stevens):  The tour will originate from 
McCall’s parking lot at the corner of Johnson and Vancouver Streets.  Cars can arrive at the marshalling area between 
4:15 pm and 4:45 pm, with departure for the Commemorative Tour leaving at 5 pm sharp.  Also, we ask that the oldest 

cars be allowed to leave first, and the rest to depart in as chronological an order as possible.  The drive should see us 
arrive at the Pacific Fleet Club at about 5:45 pm – plenty of time to get parked and into the building. 

 

JUNE 27 - VICTORIA SWAP MEET!  The Swap Meet Committee is asking for volunteers.  The Rogers urgently need to fill 
- stall lay out (outside) on Saturday; stall assignments (inside and out) later Saturday and volunteers for both gates on 

Sunday.  Contact Dave or Becky Rogers (250-656-3382) or daverogers@bchazmat.com.  Also, Paul or Liz Taylor (250-479-

6937) also need volunteers for the Inside Concession. 
 
BRASS IN THE SQUARE - An Invitation to Participate!  July 1

st
, 2010    

 
     On behalf of the Victoria Fire Department Historical Society and the Downtown Victoria Business Association, I am writing to 
extend an invitation to participate in Brass in the Square, a special part of this year’s 2010 Canada Day celebrations in Downtown 
Victoria.  Select historical vehicles will be on display in Centennial Square and along Broad Street, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the 
enjoyment of all.  Of particular interest will be the recently restored world-famous 1906 Zust, which was one of three vehicles to 
complete the 1908 New York to Paris Great Race Around the World.  Two of the vehicles that completed the race are currently 
enshrined in museums, but the third will be in Victoria on Canada Day!  The Blackstaff’s restored 1906 Zust and, we hope, your 
vehicle will be a huge attraction to residents of and visitors to Victoria on that day.  The Annual Victoria Jazz Festival will be 



featuring some terrific jazz performances on the nearby Spirit Stage, within Centennial Square, throughout the day, providing an 
exciting backdrop to your remarkable vehicles. 
     We will be offering participants a free registration, a box lunch for two, a stylized dash magnet to commemorate the event, and 
lots of memories.  Brass in the Square is open to brass (pre-1915) cars and a few other unique vehicles, but we are planning to 
limit participation to 50 entries.  If you are interested in bringing your antique vehicle to be a part of this great event, please 
contact: 
Dave Noren, Chair, Brass in the Square  (250) 478-7582 or dcnoren@shaw.ca 
CANADIAN EVENTS: Remember that dates and times can change so CALL B4 U GO. 

 

APRIL 24 - Penticton Swap Meet, 250-494-5051 or lsrumpf@shaw.com; 30-May 1- Red Deer Swap Meet, 403-556-7450, Red 
Deer, AB. 
MAY 2 - Comox Valley Swap Meet/Show & Shine, 250-338-0263, Courtenay, BC; 21-24 - Blossom Run, pre-68, 250-860-
3258, Summerland, BC; 23 - Peachland World of Wheels, 250-859-6647, Peachland, BC; 28-29 - Coastal Swap Meet, 604-540-
6141, info@coastalswapmeet.com, Tradex Centre, Abbotsford, BC; 30 - Jenner Chevrolet Show & Shine, 250-474-1211, 
Chevrolets, Buicks, GMC’s only, Victoria, BC; 30 - Ford Spring Spectacular, Fords only, 250-881-1423, Parksville, BC. 
JUNE 5 - Interior (Kamloops) Swap Meet, 250-372-7218, Chase, BC; 6 - Mid Island Swap Meet, 250-753-2730, Parksville, 
BC; 6 - A&W Show & Shine, 250-748-7889, Duncan; 6 - Westwind Pub Show & Shine, 250-724-1324, Port Alberni; BC; 13- 

Lake Days Car Show, 250-749-6420, Lake Cowichan; 27 - VICTORIA SWAP MEET! 
 
AMERICAN EVENTS: 

 
APRIL 8-11 - PIR Auto Swap Meet, 503-307-5420 or twobauers@msn.com, Portland, OR; 9-11 - Portland Swap Meet, 503-
678-2100 or pdxswap@aol.com, Portland, OR; 17 - Mt. Vernon Auto Swap Meet, 360-421-1407, Mt. Vernon, WA.  
MAY 17-18 - Seattle Swap Meet, 800-645-4997 or www.efv8psrg.org, Monroe, WA. 
 
Editor: Freida Eriksen 250-382-3467 or norway0@hotmail.com                                           Newsletter deadline: May 17, 2010 

                                 
 


